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PROCEEDI NGS

MR. MARCELLA: It's about seven after and |
think we want to get started.

First of all, thank you all for com ng out
tonight. | knowit's not the nost pleasant evening with
the snow. And so we want to thank you for com ng out for
this inportant neeting.

My nane is Chris Marcella. |'mthe director of
design at State University Construction Fund. The neeting
tonight is a proposed Student Life Center on the northwest
intersection of Pashley Drive and Stratton Drive. And
what we're going to be conducting here is a scoping
session according to SEQR, State Environnental Quality
Revi ew.

The Fund has designated this as a Type | in SEQR
and | could explain that, but maybe we'll have our
consultant explainit alittle bit l[ater and we're going
to be doing a full EIS on this project.

Before we get started, I'd like to thank the
Gty. They submtted a quite |engthy but very thorough
docunent by their Environmental Advisory Board on some of
the inpacts that they would take a |l ook at. Eventually
all of this will be on the Fund's web site and your

consultant wll be talking a little bit about that.
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The consul tant that we contracted with is EDR
Conpani es and they are | ocated out of Syracuse, New York
They' Il be running this scoping session and they will be
talking at a very high level, where and what this project
is about and then they will be talking about the
procedural requirenments for scoping session and the
procedural requirements under SEQR

And, again, before we get started again, |'d
l'i ke to thank you and EDR and on behalf of the State
Uni versity Construction Fund and on behal f of Cortl and,
we'd like to |l et you know that, nunmber 1, we want to be
good nei ghbors. And that's one of the reasons why we're
doing this.

Nunmber two, we fully recognize the Gty as being
an invol ved agency under SEQR. And we further understand
sonme of the potential inpacts -- this neeting isn't to
di scuss all of them but some of the potential inpacts,
such as the esthetics, such as the environnental, the
stormwater, the aquifer. W understand that. We'd like
to hear nore fromyou to tal k about it.

Wth that 1'd like to hand it over to our
consultant, EDR. W have two folks with us tonight.
Benjam n Brzell and Pat Heaton, both -- Pat is the project
manager for EDR  So, Pat, thank you.

MR. HEATON: Thanks, Chris.

JAG Court Reporting & Transcription Services, Inc.
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| wanted to just briefly introduce the project
and | think nost of you are already aware of what's being
pr oposed.

This is an aerial photograph of the part of the
canpus where the Student Life Center is proposed. The
bl ack outline shows the boundary of the land that's
proposed to be redeveloped. It's located right off of
Pashl ey Drive, adjacent to the Lusk Field House.

What we wanted to do tonight is talk alittle
bit about the SEQR process, what the environmental review
for this project is going to entail, including what we're
here to do tonight.

Qur conpany, EDR, is based in Syracuse and
Rochester. W have been around for about 30 years. W do
a variety of things. W do |andscape architecture,
engi neering, comunity planning, |and use planning. W
al so have an environnmental division that focuses al nost
exclusively on environnental permtting. W do quite a
bit of work with SEQCR W work for both private
devel opers, public agencies and nunicipalities. W
frequently work with towns or villages and their planning
boards to review projects.

In this case, the Construction Fund hired us to
be i ndependent experts, to prepare the docunentation and

gui de them through the SEQR process for this project. W
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have prepared hundreds of EISs on a variety of types of
projects, ranging fromsnall retail projects, housing
proj ects, campus projects and |arger energy projects. So
we have a pretty diverse background with SEQR

Now, | wanted to talk to you -- start with is
just introducing what the SEQR process is. Again, SEQR
refers to the State Environnmental Quality Review Act. The
basi ¢ purpose of SEQRis -- this is fromthe scoping
docunent that we prepared for the project -- is to
i ncorporate the consideration of environnental factors
into the existing planning, review and deci si on maki ng
processes of state, regional and |ocal agencies.

The goal of this is the protection and
enhancenent of the environnment. Human and conmunity
resources shoul d be given appropriate weight with social
and econom c consi derations and those factors should be
consi dered together in reaching decisions on proposed
actions.

| just wanted to make it clear for some of you
who m ght not be famliar with SEQR what the purpose of
this act is.

Now, SEQR has a very well-defined process in
considering a project. So what we put up here is what
steps in that process we've undertaken so far.

In January, the State University Construction

JAG Court Reporting & Transcription Services, Inc.
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Fund circulated to other potentially interested and
i nvol ved agencies its onus of intent to serve as the |ead
agency in review of this project.

In February, after receiving correspondence or
not receiving correspondence frominterested invol ved
agencies indicating that they were not contesting the
Construction Fund's desire to be the | ead agency, they
i ssued a positive declaration, which sinply nmeans that
t hey believe the project has the potential to have a
significant environmental inpact and that those inpacts
need to be studied prior to going ahead with the project.

As part of the -- in acconmpaninment with the
positive declaration, they issued a draft public scoping
docunent, copies of which are outside on the table as you
came in. I'msure a nunber of you saw them or picked one
up. And part of the process now, part of the review of
that draft public scoping docunment is this public scoping
neeting that we're having tonight.

Now, |'Il return to the purpose of this neeting
in a second, but just so you understand, this nmeeting is
not the only opportunity or the definitive opportunity to
di scuss this project. Sonmetime in March we anticipate
concl udi ng the scoping process and issuing a final scoping
document which will be a revised version of the draft

docunent that we've circulated. That will include or take

JAG Court Reporting & Transcription Services, Inc.
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into account the comments that have been received,
including the comments we receive tonight. W anticipate
that in md-April we will be able to issue a Draft

Envi ronnental |npact Statement based on the issues that
are defined in the scoping docunent.

Once the DEIS, the Draft Environnental |npact
Statement, is issued, there will be a public conment
period where the public wll have an opportunity and
interested involved agencies will have an opportunity to
issue their coments on the information that's included in
the EIS. That will also include a public hearing, the
pur pose of which will be to issue comments specifically on
the information in the EIS.

Once all those comments have been received, the
Fund will then prepare a Final Environmental | npact
Statenent, which will be responsive to all of the
substantive comments that are received on the DEIS. And
after that Final Environnmental |npact Statenent is
prepared and circulated, they will issue a finding
statenment with their ultinmate determ nation concerning the
environnental inpacts for the project.

Now, scoping is one step, one phase of many in
the SEQR process. The specific purpose of it, as shown on
this slide, is to outline topics and anal yses to be

addressed in the DEIS. Again, the DEISis the draft

JAG Court Reporting & Transcription Services, Inc.
(866) 700-1295




© 00 ~N oo o b~ w N P

N RN N NN R R R R R R R R R
g N W N P O © O N o o0 M W N Rk O

Public Hearing - SUCF Project No. 04339 - March 01, 2012

9

i mpact assessnent. The purpose is to narrow the range of

i ssues to be investigated and ensure that the DEIS will be

conci se, accurate and conpl ete.

The goal here in scoping is to identify those
i ssues and environnental factors which are potentially --
that may be potentially affected by this project. There
may be ot her environnental inpacts that could be affected
by a different type of project. But we want to nake sure
we're only studying the ones that actually have a
potential to have an inpact in this case. So our goal in
scoping is to define relative significant substantive
I Ssues.

So the Construction Fund intends to prepare a
DEI S specifically for the proposed Student Life Center.
The DEIS will address the specific inpacts which can
reasonably be anticipated for that project.

The purpose of the scoping docunment is to
identify the significant environmental conditions and
resources which may be affected by the project and define
the extent and quality of information that's necessary to
address those issues. So that's what we're here to get
nore information on tonight.

Now, the scoping document was rel eased, as we
said in the last slide, about a week ago. It was posted

on the conpany's -- on the Construction Fund's web site
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(866) 700-1295




© 00 ~N oo o b~ w N P

N RN N NN R R R R R R R R R
g N W N P O © O N o o0 M W N Rk O

Public Hearing - SUCF Project No. 04339 - March 01, 2012 10

and circulated to interested and invol ved agenci es.

The scopi ng docunent, like |I said, we have
copies of it here tonight. It is also available for
review at the Construction Fund's web site. The address
is listed on this slide at nmenorial library, here on
canpus, at Gty Hall. And on City Hall's web site on the
front page of the web site, you can find the scoping
docunent .

This public nmeeting we're having tonight is the
only opportunity to conment on the scoping docunent. Sone
of you may have come tonight nore to hear what was bei ng
said but may not have yet fornul ated your own thoughts on
t he scoping docunent. So we will continue to accept
conments on the scoping docunment in witten formuntil
March 16th, and the address that you can send those
comrents to is both -- is included on this slide and al so
avail abl e at the same web site for the Constructi on Fund.

W can receive those comments either witten by
mail or e-mail. Both those addresses are provided there.

So, lastly, this neeting is scheduled to | ast
from6 to 8. W' ve asked that speakers sign up to speak.
Most of you have done that. |[If any of you do wi sh to nake
commrent s toni ght and you haven't signed up, we ask that
you fill out one of the cards so we have our table by the

door with your nane and that will give us a record of who
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it was that wanted to speak tonight.

W ask that -- when you do cone up to give a
coment we have a m crophone, which we can hand to you, we
ask you to clearly state and spell your nane. The reason
for that is we have a stenographer here who is recording a
transcript of this neeting for the SEQR record for this
project that we want to nmake sure that everyone is
accurately identified. So we would ask you to pl ease
state your nane slowy and spell it so that we can get an
accurate record.

W weren't sure how many people we woul d have
show up that wanted to speak tonight. So we think that a
reasonable time limt to offer conments on the scoping
docunent is five mnutes for each speaker. So we woul d
ask that you please respect that time limt as you're
speaking. If you're getting close to five mnutes, nmaybe
a mnute mark. Ben will let you know the mnute |ap, and
we will ask you to tie up your coments.

Again, if you have nore you want to say and you
don't feel you have enough tinme in five mnutes, we are
accepting witten coments, as well.

The purpose of this neeting tonight is to
di scuss the scoping for the DEIS for this project and we
ask you to keep your comments focused on the draft scoping

docunent, again, which is your opportunity to indicate
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what you think needs to be studied or what types of
i nformati on should be considered in the DEIS for this
proj ect.

So with that, 1'd ask that the first person who
si gned up, John Bennett, cone up to speak.

JOHN BENNETT: John Bennett. J-OHN,
B-E-FN-N-E-T-T. | amthe Gty of Cortland fourth ward
al derman that represents this area.

Under the DEC, environnental is given a w de
birth and meaning. So not to even get into the concerns
about the aquifer and the Cty well heads, because | wll
| eave that up to others with nmuch nore experience than
what | have, but | amgoing to discuss the nei ghborhood
character and the quality of life, which | consider
envi ronment al .

This proposed structure, to begin with, is
stated to be 50 foot, which even if this building is only
two stories, this is nore like four stories to five
stories.

This building will tower over the homes on Pearl
Street. If you live on the east side of Pearl Street and
open your front door to | ook across the street, your sight
l'i ne above the houses on the west side of Pearl Street is
now bl ocked by this building. You will not see sky or

sun. A 50-foot building in a nei ghborhood does not

JAG Court Reporting & Transcription Services, Inc.
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reflect well environnentally, even though this project
does not have to go before city codes. The Gty of
Cortland Code says in an Rl district, which this is,
bui | di ng heights should be only 35 feet.

Movi ng on.

Do the people who did the environnenta
assessnment formtake into affect lighting of this
so-called facility? W're told this facility will be open
| ate, which means now the skies will be lit up to al
types of hours. Many nights the lights at the new
football stadiumare on while no activities at all are
happening. This is bad enough. But now the residents on
Pear! and surrounding streets will have to put up with
added light at a tine of night when darkness is needed for
sl eep and peaceful evenings.

Wthin New York State, there is sonething naned
the darkness. | believe it's called The Darkness
Initiative. It is a voluntary program but one in which
streets and added buil dings should start to go dark cone
evening. To ne, the lighting on this building, which wll
affect the nei ghborhood, does affect the quality of life.

Noi se. Did the people doing your EAF take into
affect the added noise? Do they want this area between
9:00 p.m and 4:00 a.m, on weekends? This project wll

create extra foot traffic, which in turn wll cause added

JAG Court Reporting & Transcription Services, Inc.
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noi se at night when quiet is a part of quality of life.

Qdors. This facility we are told nust have food
for 300 students. | have extensive restaurant experience.
And even with today's exhaust fans, residents to the west
of this project, which again to -- in Upstate New York we
face a west wind over 90 percent of the time, so the
nei ghborhood to the west of this project wll still pick
up odor. This is odor pollution that affects the quality
of life.

Vehicle traffic. D d your people who did the
EAF | ook into added traffic concerns? Pearl Street and
York Street and Warren Street have already been lost to
student parking due at excessive fees SUNY Cortland put on
their students to park in the main parking |ot of the park
center building. This project will create added vehicle
traffic -- this project already will -- well, the
nei ghbors in the area have already lost their parking to
the students. This project wll cause added traffic to an
al ready dangerous and very busy Tonpkins Street. And that
affects the quality of life.

In closing, your people that did the EAF showed
no concerns about the nei ghborhood. They repeatedly
downpl ayed the affects this will have on the residents
that you say you want to be good nei ghbors wth. [If you

are serious in what you state, then you will take a cl oser
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| ook and show t he people of Cortland that you do want to
be good nei ghbors.

Thank you.

MR. HEATON: Ckay. Thank you.

Second person was signed up was Sharon Stevens.

I f anyone woul d prefer not stand up here, we
could also bring the mcrophone out to you; whatever
you're nore confortable with

SHARON STEVENS: | think John said nmuch of what
| said, but -- what | wanted to say. Sharon Stevens. And
Stevens is spelled S T-E-V-E-N-S.

First of all, I wish you had chosen a different
venue for this. It's very hard to find parking up here
for this building.

Secondly, | think that | feel very pessimstic
because | think much of this is a done deal, soit's a
little bit like spitting into the wind nmaking a comment.
But | do want to comment.

As John said, nuch of the experts will talk
about water quality inpacts, such as that. Sonme of the
adverse inpacts can be mtigated, but the adverse inpacts
on the nei ghborhood, |and use and comunity character,
Section 3.12, | don't believe, can be mtigated.

And in other sections of your docunent, it says

that the intent is to avoid, mnimze or mtigate any such
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impacts. And | think where you can't avoid, mnimze or
mtigate any negative inpacts the answer would be to nove
the | ocation.

On Section 4.0 it says, "This section of the
DEIS will identify inpacts that are likely to occur
despite mtigation neasures and will conpare the
beneficial and adverse inplications of these unavoi dable
i mpacts. "

| don't think -- when you | ook at the adverse
i npacts of the unavoi dabl e negative inpacts, | don't think
the benefit of having the college students have an easier
wal k to the building outweigh the interest in preserving a
nei ghbor hood.

["minvolved with the SONG group. It's a Save
Qur Nei ghborhoods Group. And having lived here in
Cortland for 36 years and seen so many nei ghborhoods
lost -- and | value the college. ['mnot slammng the
college. W need the college. But as you know, you're
t he 900-pound gorilla and I think that the positive thing
for you to do for the conmunity to avoid the inpacts on
wat er, esthetics, flooding is to nove the |ocation.

MR. HEATON: Okay. Thank you. Third we have
Lenore Schwager

LENORE SCHWAGER: It's Lenore, L-E-N-O R-E,
Schwager, SCHWA-GE-R

JAG Court Reporting & Transcription Services, Inc.
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And having said that, I want to echo what John

Bennett has said and what Sharon Stevens has sai d.

| live on Pearl Street. It inpacts ne
personally. | have lived there for many, many years.
value living in the neighborhood. It's been a very nice
nei ghborhood. It was a great place to bring up children,
et cetera. | now have to fight to get out of ny driveway

because people are parked there. Starts when the college
goes into session and continues throughout the year

This year we've been really |ucky because we
haven't had a | ot of snow, but it's alnost inpossible for
nme to get out of ny driveway if soneone is parked right
behi nd ne because the street is narrow. And this is just
all going to be inpacted nore by having the Student Life
Center right there.

Most are very concerned about the noise and how
many nights of sleep are we going to | ose because of all
t he noi se because people are going to be wandering down
Pearl Street com ng back and forth fromthe Student Life
Center.

So | really do feel that it has inpact- -- it
wi || have inpact on the quality of life that 1've known in
Cortland. And I'mreally very, very sorry that you have
pi cked that spot to build this building.

Thank you.

JAG Court Reporting & Transcription Services, Inc.
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MR HEATON: Next Henry Steck.

HENRY STECK: My name is Henry Steck, S-T-E-CK

| guess |I'mgoing to be the unpopul ar one
t oni ght .

| lived in the college neighborhood for over 40
years on West Court Street. I'mwell famliar with
student foot traffic late at night and early in the
norning, 2:00 a.m | have other -- in the conmunity which
| now live, we fought at |least three projects -- two or
three projects on the base itself, environnental
consi der ati ons.

And | do think the Student Life Center should go
forward with sonme nmeasures of mtigation and | think a
bal ance can be found between the nei ghborhood concerns,
which | think are very real, and the concerns of the
coll ege and what the college brings to the conmunity.

My own alma mater recently built the Student
Life Center and it has had a dramatic transformative
affect and especially in terns of the kinds of students
and parents that it brings and econom c benefit.

There are three concerns -- | also mght nmention
that | work out at the Tomk G/mso I'mfamliar with
students who cone to exercise, many of whom cone by foot,
not by car. There's also -- | want to nmention three

t hi ngs.
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One, the question of traffic. This is a
difficult issue because while the map is not up, the
traffic on Pashley Drive is regarded as a shortcut between
Broadway and Tompkins. [If I'mgoing to the -- in that
direction, rather than going down to the |ight at
Tompkins, 1'Il cut through Pashley. The buses go through
Pashl ey. The traffic is heavy there. And ny inpression
is that nost students are going to work out wal k, don't
drive.

Secondly, if we were to nove the Student Life
Center out toward the fields, toward 281, the traffic
woul d i ncrease because then nore students would drive, not
wal k because of the extended distance if it were beyond
the football field.

| think the traffic issue can be mtigated. |
have -- nmy son lives in Boston and there are areas there
where you need a permt to park on the street in your
nei ghborhood. | think I would ask the Gty to begin to
consi der dealing with the parking that Lenore has
menti oned.

Second, odor of food. | would ask you to wal k
by this building during the day, by Neubig during the day,
by Corey during the day where you have cooking facilities
and | have never on the outside had cooking odors. |

think this is not reasonable concern and | suspect that
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ASC, or whoever is involved with the building, wll get
super heavy equi pnent for mtigating that.

Noi se, hard to say. |If I go to Tomk, | don't
care -- noise. The students who have been drinking too
much won't be going to the Student Life Center. They wll
not access -- | don't see how they can access by cars the
Student Life Center from Pearl Street because of the wre
fence that now closes off an entrance which once laid
t here.

My one concern is if there's a serious negative
i mpact on the aquifer I would not build it. But | do want
t 0 suggest sonme neasures to mtigate the negatives which
peopl e have nenti oned.

One, lights. | think lights can be dimed and |
think lighting can be engi neered so that it does not
produce a sort of foot -- the football field affect across
pearl on to Tonpkins and on to Broadway. So | think the
l'ighting people have a job to do and maybe restrict the
hours until -- | don't have the inpression it's going to
go on until 2 in the norning, the Student Life Center.

Second, | think -- sorry, the map's not up
there. | think it should be set back further towards --
here's Pashley. Here's the Pearl Street houses. And |
t hi nk probably set back and the buil ding spread out rather

than raised up. So | would suggest sone bl ueprint design.
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| also think I would ask that there be very
serious landscaping in this area; evergreens, a berm |ike
we have in front of the new Bowers building, provide a
separation. And | think if you provide a lush green here
(indicating) in any nunber of ways -- |'mnot a
| andscapi ng architect, you will avoid now -- because when
| visit friends on Pearl, we have a picnic in the
backyard. We're |looking through a wire fence on to a
street on to a barren and not terribly attractive foot bal
field.

So | think if the esthetics are taken into
affect, | think some of the concerns that Pearl Street
peopl e have can be mtigated.

And they already have this parking -- the
parking and car and traffic problemis the roadway parking
| ot probl em

So | do think |I've covered nost everything.
Thank you.

MR HEATON: Thank you.

Thomas Harnett.

THOVAS HARTNETT: Thomas Harnett,
HART-NET-T.

| amfourth ward legislator. | amvery
concerned about construction. And nobody's tal ked about

what the tine of day construction starts. There is
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ordinances in the Cty in place. What tinme are they going
to start? | believe construction is going to take pretty
close to a year, | would inmagine. Not only will we be
putting up with dirt, dust, the prevailing w nds com ng
out of the west, blow ng everything onto our hones, inside
our hones, keeping our w ndows closed in the sumrer due to
construction. | think that's an issue that has to be
| ooked at.

| hear, "We want to be good nei ghbors," but
under SEQR | aw, you have to have public neetings and this
venue is really kind of out of the way, no parking. |
think that -- to get nore people here, | think you could
choose a better venue than this.

But back to the project.

|'ve lived there for 40 years. | live in the
house ny parents built. 1've seen the college take part
of Pashley Drive, which is part of our yard at one tine.
| remenber when the field house was built. | renenber the
PER being built. The college has grown and grown. For
many years they've tal ked about taking Pearl Street,
Warren Street, whatever.

But what | see living there, the light pollution
that we get fromthe stadiumalready is unbelievable. And
that's halfway down out in the fields. So wth the Iight

pol lution that we would get fromthis building, I amvery

JAG Court Reporting & Transcription Services, Inc.
(866) 700-1295




© 00 ~N oo o b~ w N P

N RN N NN R R R R R R R R R
g N W N P O © O N o o0 M W N Rk O

Public Hearing - SUCF Project No. 04339 - March 01, 2012 23

concer ned about.

What everybody has said, | believe, are rea
maj or concerns.

Al so, the foot traffic going down Warren Street,
especially at night, with the kids, you know |'mglad we
put a stop sign on Pearl that turn because they're in the
mddl e of the road. There is a lot of foot traffic there.
| woul d suggest closing that off to the students nmaking
them go around. That may alleviate sone of the parking on
Pearl Street. There are sonme major problens parking on
Pearl Street. W see it every day.

| would just prefer to see this go el sewhere or
the footprint |I just think is -- doesn't fit the building.
John's right. It's really five stories. It's not two
stories. 10-foot is -- topis 10 -- is five stories at
its peak. So | just hope that the City takes a real good
| ook and makes sure that DEC takes a good | ook at all this
and that, you know, we're all on the sanme page.

So thank you.

MR HEATON: Thank you.

Next Ann Doyl e.

ANN DOYLE: Wien | first got here, | thought I
wasn't going to speak because | don't think this is really
a fair neeting. As far as being good nei ghbors, no,

you' re not being good nei ghbors.
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Ann Doyle, DDOY-L-E. | live on Lincoln Ave.,
70 Lincoln Ave. Actually, I've lived there nmy whol e
life -- well, I"ve lived there 50 years, but |['ve lived in
Cortland alnost 80. Cortland is ny homet own.

W' ve seen a |ot of flooding on Lincoln Ave.
| ' m concerned about that. |'m concerned about the
destruction of the aquifer. |'m concerned about Pear
Street and the people that |ived there. This building is
going to be a five-story wall. Another neeting | was at
one of your fol ks said that.

At the last neeting | was at, soneone nentioned
that if this was not built here, at this location that is
bei ng spoken about, that there would probably be parking,
whi ch woul d be even nore bad fl oodi ng.

I've lived on Lincoln Ave. for 50 years and we
have had flooding and not in the house |I live in now, but
|'ve lived right next to the creek when | was grow ng up,
that -- we had flooding there. Now, the flooding is
because they put in the wong size bridge. The flooding
now goes up the street and around Wodruff Street.

We've dealt with the kids since |I've cone back
here -- conme back to Lincoln Ave., for ten years. One of
the things that we've dealt with is partying all night.
That's beconme better. The noise from Goton Ave. fromthe

bar that's at the corner of Graham Ave. has al ways been a
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pr obl em

Par ki ng on Lincoln Ave., people are always
saying to ne, "Had to park down the street to cone see you
because there's so much coll ege parking.” | don't have a
problemw th that except when sonebody parks in front of
ny driveway.

If this is such a good neeting or if it had been
hel d sonepl ace el se, it would have been, nunber one,
advertised nore. The last one we had -- first one | went
to we had several hours notice; the next one we had two
days notice; and now we've got this one. There's not very
many people here, as you can see, and |'msure there would

be if it was hel d downt own.

VW're not objecting to this -- well, | guess we
are objecting to the building. 1'd like to see it in a
different place. | think it's going to be bad for the

city and ultimately it's going to be bad for the coll ege.
And quite frankly, | can't believe they're doing it
because of recreation. That's ridiculous. This college
has al ways been good for recreation wthout this building.

MR, HEATON: | just want to draw your attention
to when people come up to talk that there are a nunber of
power cables here. You have to step over it. | just
don't want anyone to trip.

Next Ron Powel | .
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RON POVELL: Thanks and good eveni ng, everyone.
G eat comments from everybody, even Henry.

My nane is Ron Powell. That's P-, as in Peter,
-OWE-L-L. l'velived inthe Cty of Cortland for 34
years, but tonight |I'mspeaking in ny role as acting
chairman of the Gty of Cortland s Environnental Advisory
Commi tt ee.

At the request of Mayor Tobin, our conmttee has
prepared a scopi ng recomendation pertaining to the
proposed Student Life Center which we are submitting to
you in witten formas a supplenent to the SUNY
Construction Fund draft scopi ng docunent.

| won't take tinme away from ot her speakers to
read the entire 11-page docunent to you, but suffice to
say that it lists more than 100 potential significant
inmpacts in 13 different categories: Land, water,
drainage, air, climte change, plants, aninmals and
habitats, esthetic resources, cultural, historical and
archeol ogi cal resources, transportation, energy, and | ran
out of fingers here, public health and safety, comunity
character and | and use and sustainability.

I'd like to take just a little nore time to read
fromthe introduction of this document and close with a
few addi tional points.

Construction of a Student Life Center being
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proposed by SUNY Cortland, particularly in the proposed
| ocation and of the proposed size, will have significant
i npacts on the surrounding environnent. Some of those
potential inpacts, such as water quality, are broad
reaching and will affect the entire comunity currently
and for generations to cone.

Q hers, like inmpacts in surrounding
nei ghbor hoods, may be | ess global, are still of genuine
concer n.

For the environnental review process to be
legitimate and credible, it nust adequately address the
technical issues identified in the reconmendation being
submtted by the Gty of Cortland Environnental Advisory
Conmttee and all those identified by other concerned
parties. And it nust do this in a way that effectively
solicits community concerns, including those of
nei ghbor hood residents, and incorporates theminto the
final EIS and the decision making process related to this
pr oj ect.

It is therefore necessary and in the best
interest of the State, the Cty, the County, the Town of
Cortlandville, the SUNY Construction Fund, SUNY Cortl and
and the integrity of the SEQR process itself to involve
and engage residents and el ected representatives and vital

conmunity agencies created by themsuch as this conmttee
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in the transparent inclusive conprehensive and
wel | - managed process.

The recommendations put forth in the docunment we
are submtting are tendered in the spirit of cooperation
and good faith.

For the record, 1'd like to point out an error
in the SUNY Construction Fund draft scoping docunent that
may have great bearing on the outcone of the Draft EI S and
of this project.

In the draft, it is stated that the project wll
be | ocated adjacent to a critical environnental area.

That is inaccurate.

The project either in its proposed | ocation or
anywhere else in the vicinity will be | ocated entirely in
the critical environnental area and also within the Cty's
Vel | head Protection Zoning District. The inplications of
this potential conflict will hopefully be reveal ed as the
SEQR process unfol ds.

Also, it is inperative that the EIS exam ne and
take a hard ook at all alternatives, including the
alternatives of relocation and scrapping the project
al t oget her.

W believe we've been thorough, but given the
short notice of this neeting, we may submt additional

material at a later date if additional concerns cone to
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l'ight.

Al so, we want to make it clear that it's a
comunity advisory board. W did our best but don't
pretend we covered each issue that should be addressed.
W encourage citizens to speak out on this issue.

On a personal note -- and |I'm not necessarily
speaking for the Conmttee or the Gty -- sone of us have
grave reservati on about the propriety of the SUNY
Construction Fund acting as | ead agency for their own
proj ect.

We are disappointed that the City did not pursue
the matter further.

The Col | ege has declared its intention to be a
good nei ghbor, but allow ng only eight days between | ead
agency designation and this scoping session has sent the
public scranbling to nmeet the nearly inpossible deadline
for comment.

Al so, the location of this nmeeting and al nost
invisible and i naccessible site with no public parking
does not inspire confidence in the College's good
nei ghbor hood policy. It seens calculated to stifle rather
t han encourage public participation in the process.

| urge the | ead agency to give careful thought
to interacting with the citizens of this comunity in a

nore open and, dare | say, collegial manner.
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Ve will be awaiting the nutually agreed upon
appoi ntnent of the firmassigned to produce the Draft EIS
if they have not been appointed already, and will be
prepared to scrutinize the resulting document with the
ut nost vi gil ance.

Let us hope that working together we can reach
an outconme that wll satisfy all parties.

Finally, I would like to publically recognize
and thank the follow ng individuals for their diligent and
hard work in getting this far: Cty Admnistration and
Fi nance Director Matt Cook, Al derman John Bennett; and
Envi ronnmental Advisory Commttee nenbers: Anna Bennett,
Ral ph Hessa [ phonetic], Denise Hotchkiss, Frank Kelly and
Donna Li eber man.

Thank you. Wo do | present this to? This is
the official --

MR. HEATON: Thank you.

Next is Katy Silliman.

KATY SILLIMAN: My nane is Katy, K-A-T-Y
Silliman, S, as in Sam -l-L-L-I-MAN I'mthe Cty
council man for the second ward in the Gty. And I'malso
a menber of the H Il Association.

There are sonme people who live in this
nei ghbor hood who are al so nenbers of the Hi Il Association.

And | was at the last nmeeting with the University.
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| live on the H Il and we do have problens with
noi se. And so one of ny major concerns is that there's
going to be a lot of noise with foot traffic. Wen
President Bitterbaumtal ked to us at our retreat -- at
your city retreat, he said that there was the potenti al
for this building to be open 24 hours a day, seven days a
week. That's a big concern.

Wiere | live we get a lot of foot traffic; kids
wal ki ng to houses and wal king to bars. And they're |oud
w t hout even thinking about it. And, so, people adapt.

W noved into a back bedroom W gave up the big bedroom
in the front of the house. W use a noise machine. W
have the w ndows shut when it's hot outside. W have
adapt ed because we want to be good nei ghbors.

| think the community is wondering why does it
have to be so big. | understand that in order to be
conpetitive as a university -- this is what colleges are
doi ng these days, colleges and universities, and |
appreciate that and nmy husband works for the University
and ny famly woul d benefit, actually. | would be all owed
to use this building. But the fitness center that's at
the University now people can pay a fee and they can join.
They won't have any access to this.

So this big crowned jewel of the Cortland canpus

won't benefit the people in the Cty at all. And | think
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that's a real shame, especially when the city is feeling
the difficulty of these economc tinmes. | wouldn't want
there to be a greater divide between students and city
residents, between town and gown. | would like to see
nore interface between town and gown in ways that aren't
so structured. |1'd like nore people in the city to be
able to rub shoulders with students and interact with

t hem

Wien we're at the other neeting, we asked why
can't the building be flipped the way Henry j ust
menti oned. Because they said that there would be fields
behind it for playing different ganes. It would be nice
if the people on Pearl Street could | ook out at fields. |
like Henry's ideas for the |andscaping. And | don't
real |y understand why these tennis courts, which are in
really bad repair, have to be kept. Wy so many tennis
courts?

Wien | asked that question, we were told that
students who are learning to teach PE have to learn to
teach it on a tennis court. But there are plenty, you'd
think. When we asked why couldn't the building be noved,
we were told, Well, it's going to still inpact somebody
and that then they would have to put parking here and that
woul d be even worse environnmentally. And that doesn't

seem reasonable to ne at all.
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So nmy concern is for the neighborhood. | think
if the University really addresses the nei ghborhood
concerns and talks to the people that there could be a
conprom se and that's what everybody wants, as well as for
t he environnent.

The City is planning to build a bermup here in
the Water Works to alleviate flooding. And | hope that as
you go along in this process you talk to the Gty about
that project and make sure that the two are able to
coexi st without making matters worse in terns of flooding,
whi ch has been a big issue in our city.

| guess that's all have to say. Thank you.

MR HEATON: Thank you.

| only have one nore card indicating as one
ot her person would like to speak. That's Mary Beilby. If
t here was anyone el se who had filled out a card and
t hought they were supposed to speak, or if you change your
m nd, feel free, that is a good opportunity.

MARY BEI LBY: Yes. The nane is Mary Beil by,
B-E-I-L-B-Y.

| guess | could have said a |l ot of the things

t hat have al ready been said here tonight. The one thing

that | did want to say that hasn't been said, | think, is
about the energy efficiency. It's .900 on your scoping
docunent .
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| had the opportunity to attend a conference in
Morrisville |ast week where Cornelius Mirphy from our
si ster canmpus at Environmental Science and Forestry spoke
| ast week and he aligned the philosophy that the campus --
t he ESF canmpus has adopted and that recruitment is part
of, at least partially driven by the canpus exenplifying
and denonstrating sustainability and novenent away from
fossil fuels.

They have under construction two |ead plati num
| evel buildings. And he was extrenely proud of that. He
says it's drawing attention from students nationwi de. And
| was very disappointed to see that this building is not
going to be built to lead platinumstandard but to gold
standard; is that correct?

MR. MARCELLA: Correct.

MARY BEILBY: And | would Iike the Construction
Fund to exam ne the possibility of noving to the platinum
| evel because we are supposed to be teaching not only the
students but the community, the faculty about the | atest
technol ogy. We're supposed to be denonstrating this kind
of movenment that's going to be necessary to nove away from
fossil fuels, et cetera.

The other thing that was nmentioned at that
conference was by food service people at Col gate

Uni versity where they said that students are al so asking
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for locally produced fresh produce, locally free-range
produced neats. And they said that that was a recruitnent
idea, and if we're going have a 300-seat dining hall, why
not make this that sort of a facility rather than the
grill, all the other things that people would be concerned
about the odors from

And | agree with Katy, that this ought to be a
community facility, a place for us to interact. | live at
t he canmpus nei ghborhood, too, on Broadway. We've already
lost all our parking on that street. CQccasionally we need
to park on York Street or Pearl Street because we have no
pl ace to park when our driveway's filled up.

But we woul d take advantage of the chance to
interact with students because when they wal k by our
house, they have their phones up to their ears and they
don't | ook one way or the other. W like to see themin
sonet hing other than the tel ephone node. And the canpus
has a mssion to interact and to participate in the
conmmunity and that would be one way to do it.

| guess that's all the tinme. Thank you.

MR. BRAZELL: Thank you.

MR. HEATON: That was all the people that we had
who signed up who wanted to speak. W still have time if
there's anyone el se who would Iike to.

Go ahead, please.
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CHARLOITE FARRIS: | want to conplinent the
City's planning departnent. |It's an excellent documnent.
| amsorry | was not able to read your docunent sooner.

MR. HEATON. If you could al so say your narne.

CHARLOTTE FARRIS: Oh, sorry. Charlotte,
CHARL-OT-T-E, Farris, FFA-RRI-S.

And | want to conplinent the people that have
made comrents. | think they're all very val uable ones. |
am concerned that | was not able to read this docunent
ahead of time concerning the assessnents because in
| ooking at it very briefly, some of the assessnents we
won't know until the building is built and occupi ed what
the results will be, like, vibration until you have it
occupi ed, people com ng and goi ng, how do you know what
the vibration will be? And | think there's quite a few
assessnents that we won't know the real assessment unti
the building is built and occupi ed.

Thank you.

MR HEATON: Ckay. Thanks.

So | guess to close, | just wanted to say that,
agai n, our purpose here tonight was to hear coments on
scopi ng and on what the scope of the DEIS of this project
shoul d i nclude and we've heard a lot of -- I think we have
a good sense of what the inportant issues are fromthe

peopl e who are here tonight.
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| want to reinforce that we wll continue to
accept witten conmrents through March 16th. You can
e-mail or mail it to us. The draft scoping docunent the
Construction Fund has prepared is avail able at these
| ocati ons that we have shown up here on our slide on the
web and you can al so inspect it in person. W brought
copies with us here tonight. You can take one with you.
QG her than that, | think we can close up.
just want to thank everyone for com ng tonight. W
appreciate your time. W appreciate your coments. And
we're glad to see that there's this nuch interest in the
SEQR process for the project. Thank you.

(Proceedi ng concluded at 7:03 p.m)
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CERTI FI CATI ON

|, JENNI FER A. GOFKOWEKI, Court Reporter and Notary
Public in and for the State of New York, DO HEREBY CERTI FY t hat
| attended the foregoing proceedi ngs, took stenographic notes
of the sane and that the foregoing is a true and correct copy

of sane and the whol e t hereof.

JENNI FER A.  GOFKOWBKI
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