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PROCEEDI NG

(Fol | owi ng based on video/audi o transcription

only:)

MR. HEATON. W may as wel| get started. [It's
ten mnutes after 7.

So this is the public hearing on the Draft
Environnmental Inpact Statenent for the SUNY Cortland
Student Life Center. We're going to go through quickly
one of the SEQR process, the State Environmental Quality
Revi ew Process, projects have been so far, where we're at
in the process now and what the next steps are.

My name's Patrick Heaton. | work at EDR
Conpani es in Syracuse, New York. We are preparing and
prepared the Draft Environmental |npact Statement on
behal f of the State University Construction Fund. We're
an environmental consulting and | andscape architecture
sinmple engineering firmbased in Syracuse and Rochester

So a few things before we get underway.

V're recording the conments that we receive
tonight for the sake of having a record of what everybody
said. There's a red video camera set up over here,
pointing at out where |'mstanding. W appreciate when
peopl e conme up and talk, if they speak to the camera,
clearly state your nane, spell your last name and then go
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on fromthere.

\\¢' ve asked everybody to sign in tonight. So if
you haven't done that, we'd appreciate it if you woul d
sign in before you | eave so we have an accurate
representation of who came tonight.

And if you'd like to speak, we're asking you to
fill out -- put your name on a speaker card. This, again,
gi ves us another formof record of who spoke and we can
keep track of who said what.

Simlar -- many of you were here for the public
scoping neeting we had for this process. W ask people to
keep their comrents |imted to five mnutes that tinme, so
we're sure that everybody had a chance to speak. We'll do
the same thing tonight. If we get through the entire |ist
of people who want to speak and we still have tinme, we can
start at the top and go through it again if there's
additional comments that people want to make

So before we get to the comments, I'mgoing to
very quickly go through a summary of where we are in the
SEQR process.

The State Environmental Quality Review Act
requires specific steps when you're evaluating the
environnmental inpacts of the project. So what we have
here is the steps that we've gone through so far.

In January, the State University Construction
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Fund, circulated a notice that it intended to serve as the
| ead agency for the review of this project, which means it
wi Il coordinate the comments and reviews of other agencies
that are received and the public's coments, as well, on
this project.

In February, the Construction Fund issued a
positive declaration, which means that there's sufficient
reason to think this project mght have a significant
affect on the environnent; that an Environnental |npact
Statement shoul d be prepared.

So at the sane time, the Construction Fund
issued a draft public scoping document which defined what
the contents of the Draft Environnental Inpact Statement
woul d be. There was a public comment period, and on that
scopi ng docunent, we held a public scoping neeting where
peopl e conmented on the scoping document. The City of
Cortland Environnental Advisory Conmttee offered
extensive conmentary on the draft public scoping document,
and in March the Construction Fund issued a final version
of that scoping document.

So the scoping docunent served as the basis for
a Draft Environnental Inpact Statement which was rel eased
in April. W are nowin the public comment period for the
Draft Environnental |npact Statenent where we expect that
agenci es that we have sent it to in the public are reading

JAG Court Reporting & Transcription Services, Inc.



O© 00 N O O b W DN -

N NN R R R R R R R PR,
OB WNEF O OOWLWNOOUO MAWRNRO

Page 6

and review ng the docunent and putting together their
comments and concerns on the document.

So the DEIS is available for review at the
Menorial Library on canpus. |It's also available on the
Construction Fund's web site. |It's also available at Gty
Hall and on the Gty of Cortland's web site. There's a
link to the Construction Fund site.

Tonight is the required public hearing on the
DEI S where you will have an opportunity to offer ora
conments on the document. You can also, in addition to
that, submt witten comments up until the 17th of this
nmonth. And | shoul d point out that we have up here a card
with the addresses, mailing addresses, e-mail address, web
site, all the various ways that you can provide witten
comrents on the DEIS. So if you want to take one of these
wi th you tonight so you have it, that's available.

So May 17th is the end of the public comrent
period. The Construction Fund, the consultants will be
| ooki ng through and sunmarizing all the comments that we
recei ve and concerning what the appropriate way to respond
to those conments are. \W're anticipating that in June we
will release a Final Environnental Inpact Statement, which
wi Il include a sunmary of the responses to the coments
that are received on the DEIS. And that will be followed
by a finding statement where the Construction Fund wll
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summarize its findings and the outcomes of this SEQR
process.

So | just wanted to offer, again, the various
places that the DEISis available for review On the
area, SUNY Cortland at the library, Gty Hall, Gty Hall's
web site, as well.

The Department of Environmental Conservation
of fers sonme gui dance on how to effectively navigate the
SEQR process because they know a | ot of people are not
famliar with it. These are their recomendations on how
to comment on a Draft Environmental Inpact Statenent so
that your comrents are as effective as they can be.
wll just read this.

Commenting on the Draft EISis a valuable way
for the public to have direct input into the
deci si on-making process. The follow ng guidelines are
good practice by anyone naking coments. The first is to
focus on major issues. They're brought up in the DEIS.
The DEC recomrends that if oral comments are made at a
hearing, they should follow themup with witten coments,
covering at least the main points that you made at the
public hearing. That's not required but, again, that is
what the DEC recommends.

You shoul d consi der whether the studies
conducted and presented in the DEI'S and the sources of
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information are adequate to support the anal yses and
conclusions as they're presented in the DEIS.

Continuing. Gve careful attention to the
conparative assessnent of alternatives that's presented in
the DEI'S and offer additional reasonable alternatives if
they could be identified by the comenter.

And, lastly, to reviewall mtigation nmeasures
whi ch are anal yzed and suggest additional reasonable
menbers to reduce adverse environnmental inpacts if they
could be identified by the comrenter.

So, again, that's the DEC s guidance to the
public on how to be nost effective when you're commenting
on an Environmental |npact Statenent.

So, lastly, it's scheduled to go to 9:00
tonight. W' ve asked that you sign up to speak. And when
you do speak, again, clearly state your name for the
record and spell your last nane if that's helpful. Please
respect the five-mnute tine limt. M colleague, Ben

Brazell -- do you have your timer?
MR BRAZELL: Yes.
MR. HEATON. -- will let you know if you're

getting close to the five-mnute [imt. Again, we're not
trying to arbitrarily limt the possibility to speak. W
just want to make sure that everybody that come and wants
to comment has an opportunity to do so.
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And then if you're unconfortable speaking or if
you have additional comments after the public hearing, you
have until May 17th to offer witten conments on the DEIS.
Again, the addresses, mailing address, e-mail address, for
those comments is available up at the table.

So with that, | guess I'Il just call these up in
the order that we had them signed up.

Maybe before we do that. Are there any
questions about the process, the format of how we want
this to go?

No? Ckay.

MS. JO SCHAFFER | have one question. How are
you getting paid?

MR. HEATON. Qur client in this project is the
Construction Fund.

MS. JO SCHAFFER Is the Construction Fund.

MR, HEATON.  Mm hnm

Sharon Stevans is the first person we have.

MS. SHARON STEVANS: \Where is the video is
goi ng?

MR. HEATON. The video is going to a
stenographer service that will be putting together a
formal transcript --

MS. SHARON STEVANS:  (Ckay.

MR. HEATON. -- of tonight's proceedings.
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MS. SHARON STEVANS:  (Ckay.

MR. HEATON. So that's why we want to make sure
that we get a -- that's our recording of what everybody
says.

MS. SHARON STEVANS: | see, okay.

My name is Sharon Stevans and Stevans is spelled
S-T-E-V-A-N-S.

And | would like to focus my coments on the
visual section of the plan, the inpact on the
nei ghbor hood, though | share the concerns of others about
potential water quality issues, noise, et cetera.

Page 14 states in reference to the view from
Pear| and Warren, quote, "Wth the proposed project in
place, the view |loses its feeling of openness. However,
the new buil ding appears nodern and clean and gives order
to the view" This statement is absurd, especially when
witten by professional planners. A prison wall is
orderly and that is what this view |ooks |ike

It goes on to say, "The contrast between the
horizontal grip base of the structure on the ground |evel
and the vertically aligned metal and glass panels on the
upper stories help to reduce the mass of the building."
This sounds more |ike w shful thinking and is not
accurat e.

And finally, it states, quote, "SUNY's
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devel opment of the Student Life Center neither preserves
nor undermines the continued single famly residential use
of the adjacent properties.” This is further w shful
thinking as it nost certainly does underm ne the continued
use of the properties as owner-occupied residences.

The plan makes no effort that | could see to
mtigate the problemof increased vehicle parking on these
residential streets as it sinply states that nost users
will walk. This will not be case for all the off-canpus
users who will be driving and will need a place to park.

The only way to mtigate the inpact on the
adj acent nei ghborhood, whose interests seemto be rather
glibly and condescendingly dismssed, is to nove the
bui | di ng.

Wi le an alternate site seens to be wholly
negated by the questionable rating performed by the site
selection commttee, the building orientation, design and
pl acement can and should be nodified on the college
preferred site. The building should be noved further to
the west to reduce the nonstrous visual inpact. The Lusk
Field House could be torn down if necessary.

The design can be altered to have the massive
glass and brick wall face the Water Works with a smaller
and reduced el evation of the facade confronting the
nei ghbor hood.
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The plan makes reference to the fact that SUNY
is exenpt fromlocal |and use regulations. However, the
Col I ege has an obligation to be a good institutional
citizen of the comunity. The relationship between the
college and the city needs balance. Wth the plan as
currently constituted, the city and its residents continue
to make adjustments and sacrifices with no real
concessions that | can see on the part of SUNY.

Vi val ue having SUNY here, but | would hope for
nore evidence that SUNY values this conmunity in return.

MR. HEATON. Thank you.

Next we have Tom Larson.

MR. THOVAS LARSON. |'m Tom Larson. M | ast
name is spelled L-AA-R-SSON |1'mgoing to speak
specifically to the draft statements, Section 3.2,
Subsection 3.2.1, and even bel ow that another section on
the surface water, which is 3.2.1.1.

MS. CHARLOITE FERRIS: WI | you speak a little
| ouder, please?

MR. THOWVAS LARSON. 3.2.1.1, Surface \Waters.

The second paragraph indicates that the stream
Qter Creek, located approxi mately 800 feet west of the
project site -- Oter Creek is a Gass C, parenthetical,
smal | |ower case "t," New York State DEC protected stream
indicating that it may support a trout popul ation.
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| took a photo | ast summer, in July, of a brook
trout that | caught right at the Goton Avenue bridge. |
wll e-mail this to the person in charge of the SEQRA. To
catch a brook trout in a streamin July is pretty rare
To catch one in the mddle of the city is almst unheard
of, I think. The fish have a very [ow threshold for water
tenperature changes and a fish of this size, as you'll see
when |"'mable to e-mail it in the record, it's mture
There are several other stratifications of age classes in
there -- in the streamthere and all throughout the stream
that we've caught fish in July. And | had only noved to
New York last year and | discovered that you don't do that
in New York. You let the fish have a break in the summer
| was catching trout all sumrer long and didn't know that
until after the fact.

But | think that the other classification which
may have nore restrictions is Class C, parenthetical TS --
Capital T, Capital S. And clearly I think is a trout
spawning stream A way to clarify that mght be an
electro fishing. | don't knowif one of those m ght be
pl anned to make sure that you're counting the fish that
are there, getting a population study in that way.

The way you protect that -- like | say, | was
shocked that there was a fish of that species there so
nuch so that | sent it to a colleague of mne in
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Pennsyl vania and he didn't believe it, either, because
we -- typically when you see brook trout in their
environmental law they're usually pretty renote areas.
The -- I'msurprised that it's there because of
the anmount of inpervious coverage that that's being
drained. And adding another, | think, 10,000-square-foot

roof or whatever size it is -- I'mless concerned about
the construction phase and the stormwater wi |l be managed
during that. |'msure the siltation will have a ot of

filtering, but super heated water from more inpervious
coverage entering a watershed |ike that could have an
affect on a population of trout like this.

| think there are nunerous areas of currently
pervious -- impervious areas that could be -- I'm thinking
of a parking deck. Instead of the broad |arge parking
area and then use that existing inpervious for a building
like this. | think there are buildings in the inpervious
areas throughout the campus there in that |ower canpus
that have very little use that nore -- a structure like
this could be placed upon rather than adding to the
| mpervi ous coverage in that watershed and in the proximty
to that stream

That's all.

MR. HEATON.  Thanks.

The next card | have is Frank Kelly, Gty of
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Cortland Environnental Advisory Commttee.

MR FRANK KELLY: Ckay. And that's who | am
And you spell ny last name K-E-L-L-Y.

As you know, we're going to -- we have prepared
a six-page printed document and we're going to enter that
into the record. In the interest of letting other people
speak and not wanting to drone on, I'mgoing to try to
summarize the major points of that document.

One of the charges of our conmttee is to
eval uate environmental inpacts on potential projects in
the city and make suggestions and conments regarding that.

And in addition to that, in this particular
case, we were specifically asked by the Mayor, the Counci
and Director of Admnistration and Finance, Matt Cook,
fromthe City to becone involved and so we did.

V¢ have attended several of the neetings, and as
you pointed out, submtted prior comments and we're
subm tting these, as well

On the positive side, we'd |ike to comend the
project sponsors for the attention that they' ve paid for
the aquifer protection, stormwater management and
flooding. And we think these are paranount and these are
above all other considerations. And anything we say
subsequent to this, we want to be clear, we would not want
the changes that we're proposing to be considered to be
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made worthy to a conpromi se these three areas.

VW also want to commend PDR for what appears to
be a professionally done document in general. And now
that we've nmade sone positive comments, you'll notice as
you read through the six pages that we've got some
concerns, sone comments and some things.

Mbst of those comments, by the way, in the areas
|'ve just nentioned and the others like traffic and noise
and so forth are technical in nature. So we're asking
questions about |ike what kind of chemcals are going to
be used, what kind of suppressants are going to be used;
things |ike that.

The second category is sinply calling to the
attention that as with any project of this nature, you can
say that you're going to do X Y and Z and if you do,
that makes a big difference; okay? But the doing, that's
why you have a clerk of the works in projects. The actual
execution of the project's inportant. So we want to cal
attention to those things.

The bi ggest concern we have is the one that was
very nicely summarized by our first speaker; okay? And
that is the location of the building.

And what we're saying here is that we believe --
the commttee having |ooked at the study and sone of the
conpani on studies that go back to 2010, by the way, the
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conprehensive plan that was done then, that a second

| ook -- a second harder |ook ought to be taken at the
location. And sone of the things that come to mnd are
the same as you articul ated; moving the building back,
maybe reconfiguring it; things like that. W understand
these things have been | ooked at before, but we're not
convinced, notw thstanding what | just said, that the
docunent as witten adequately disposes of those

al ternatives

Again, we're not saying that any of those ot her
al ternatives ought to be selected, even if it relieves the
nei ghbor hood pressure which we think ought to be done if
in doing so we're burdening the aquifer more. But we
don"t believes the DEIS as witten adequately makes those
argunent s

One other note, we're a little bit concerned
about traffic and parking. And we think that maybe the
estimates of the additional burdens there have been
under esti mat ed.

As a general conment, and | don't think | need
to say this, you know, to people around that table, but
just to make it part of the public record: 1In order for a
process like this one to be credible -- and we're aware as
a committee that thisis alimted process. And | said
this to the previous nei ghborhood neeting that we held in
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this same room

You know, we as citizens may have objections to
this project as | have as a nei ghbor m ght have objections
to one of ny neighbors cutting down his trees or painting
his house with pol ka-dots and so forth. The SEQR process
is process is alimted one. However, | do think that
even within those limtations sone of the concerns that
are being expressed are legitimte.

And the other thing | will say in closing is
that for -- ny belief; okay? As a -- is that for a
process like this to be credible, it has to be willing to
| ook at the comments. There's no point in having it if
you're just paying lip service to them There's no point
inhaving it if you're just going through the notions.

So what we're hopeful is that the professionals
who are commended for the quality of their work are going
to be professional enough and the University who has
articulated its concern about being a good neighbor is
going to be a good neighborhood enough to take a serious
| ook at not only the concerns we expressed but the other
concerns that are brought up tonight.

Thank you.
MR. HEATON. Thank you. Next is Jo Schaffer.
MS. JO SCHAFFER  First of all, | thank

M. Kelly and the committee for what is a very
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wel | -defined report on behalf of the City in response to
the DEIS.

VWhat you do point out, and which | think is
physical to al most anyone who reads this, having done a
SEQR review prior to this point, is the fact that it is a
positive declaration and there are nmajor, mgjor points in
this that need to be mtigated. Wth reading upon the
DEIS as | read it off ny conputer, those mitigations are
not deep enough nor consistent enough to warrant giving a
negative declaration on this project as it stands.

Start down with the adverse inpacts reading
through it was the enploynment opportunities. | find it
| aughabl e to say that there mght be ten new positions in
this building when those positions are going to be
obviously lowend sal ary positions, CSEA maintenance and
cl eaners because there's only one classroom It is not
intended to be an academc site but a recreation site.
Those recreation enployees are for the most port, if you
have any know edge and awareness of how that operation
works in the city -- in the university, is basically work
study for interns. There are not work opportunities for
prof essional s, whether you woul d expand the service or
not .

The ability to attract and retain students, |
stated previously | found that offensive. [|'mwearing
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sem - bl ack because in a sense |'mnourning for the soul of
ny university to think the only way we retain and attract
students is by the quality of their golf swng. | would
rather see the University pronote its fine acadenc
programs and faculty. That's the kind of students that we
want. Those are the kind of students | think we all would
like to all see in our comunity and at our university.
And it would serve the nodel of the University better than
a student life recreation center, of which we have two
al ready on canpus

| went through the HEPR building the other day
and the site -- the recreation site was hal f-empty. |'m
not so sure in the long run that it's noney well spent,
but as a university person, | have to say that I'mreally
concerned about that as not being adequately addressed.

Second of all, the inmpact of students not
wanting to walk to exercise to me is one of those
paradigns | find rather anusing. On the other hand,
what's nore severe is the students have never been poled
as to where this is -- building is to be placed, how far
it mght be frompublic transportation and so on. That's
part of the mtigation in that section which has not been
addressed as far as | can see.

|'mgoing to toward visual inpact into the
residents. It's already been mentioned about the
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character and scale of this nonstrously |arge building
adjacent to what is an R-1 District. An R1 District to
those who know zoning and code is a residential,
one-famly area

The character of this building is indeed
institutional. Sharon, you described it quite adequately
in character and in scale. Mtigating it with
buffering -- | don't know where you're going to going to
find five-story tall trees ready to plant to buffer this
bui I ding on a community or to make it more attractive.

More inportantly is the nature of the mitigation
interns of stormwater and pollution. |'mnot a
specialist init. | heard the conments about runoff. |
know what runoff fromlarge parking areas does to the
stormwater. It's not just what pours off the roof of a
bui | di ng.

The thing that is major concernis this is not
just the city inposing restriction. You have not
addressed the consistent fact that this entire building is
to be placed on a CEA which is a state determ ned
significant piece of property. And it is not just a
running track that's being replaced but an entire green
field over the Certified Environmental Area.

|'msure you have copies of the SEQR
Section 617.7, on determ ning significance and what the
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CEA is and does. I'mcan submt it to you. |'msure you
have copies of it and you don't need to knowit's
Section 617.7.

It"s crucial because issue after issue is a
criteria for determning the significance of why it's
i mportant to keep inpervious coverage of that area limted
not 150,000 square foot for inpervious building being
placed on a Certified Environnmental Area.

Not only that the City has designated that
section of property within the city as a well head
protection area. That's not addressed in your plan
either; and, therefore, there's no mtigation because
there's nothing to mtigate, again, since you don't really
talk about it as being a very crucial spot.

s there mtigation? Yes, | would like to talk
about mtigation. Mtigationis for protection of the
wel | head -- wellheads. Three wells that supply the city
in this ground area of the water and the CEA would be to
relocate the building to one of the previously approved
sites in the original plan which -- yes.

MR. BRAZELL: Five minutes is up

MS5. JO SCHAFFER | would like to conme back
because | have other mitigating things like traffic and
noi se and the character. | would Iike to come back at the
end of the session. Thank you.
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MR. BRAZELL: You're wel cone.

MR. HEATON. GCkay. | nean, since we said we'll
do this in that order, | think we will do for sake of
process. | have only one other additional card for a
person.

So Katy Silliman.

KATY SILLIMAN.  Yes. Well, can Jo finish and
then you cone to ne?

MR. HEATON. It's fine.

VW' ve got plenty of time, yeah. So that's fine,
if you just assume do it that way.

MS. KATY SILLIMAN.  Yeah, | just assunme let you
finish.

MS. JO SCHAFFER  Cnh, thank you

MS. KATY SILLIMAN.  You're on arole, Jo

MS. JO SCHAFFER: |1'mon a role.

Vell, | didread this very carefully. As you
can see, | went through this itemby item

MS. KATY SILLIMAN: Yeah, | appreciate that.

MS. JO SCHAFFER So we were at the end of
protected wel | head and the CEA

In one of the previous foruns that just cane up,
SUNY Construction Fund was asked if it could protect a
hundred percent guarantee the water supply and the
question was answered which woul d answer, no, we can never
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do that. M response at that point was: If you can't
guarantee our water supply by a hundred percent, then it
doesn't belong there. The water supply is crucial to the
college, it's crucial to the conmmunity. Water is a thing
that we have touted as a mgjor, mpjor attraction in this
community, be it for fish, be it for wildlife, be it for
drinking. | mean, | find it sonetimes very peculiar when
students are com ng unloading fromLong Island cases of
bottled water. | turn to their parents and say, "You
know, you can save enornous anounts of noney. The water
comng out of the tap is absolutely wonderful." It's
superb. \% should protect it.

In your DEI'S, you talk about the proposed
increase in usage in this building of 3,000 students a
day. Do you have any idea of how many and how | arge a
crowd 3,000 students a day is? The entire rest of the
canpus where nost of the activity, intellectual and
academ c activities, take place, there are 7500 students
on campus. They're not all here at the same time and
they' re distributed across the entire canpus, maybe 4- or
5,000 at a time. They're saying and suggesting there will
be 3,000 people participating in activities in this
building on a given day. The noise, the traffic, just
talking on their cell phones. | can hear 3,000 cellphones
going off down the street as they march towards the
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bui | di ng.

| do not object to the closing of Warren Street.
It"s one of the things that you mtigate. To ne that's a
very lovely thing to have students going by my home. |
enjoy talking with them | enjoy seeing them | know
that they Iike walking to where they're going, whichis a
HPER bui | ding, which is considerably further than this
building. That's not the traffic issue.

The traffic issue is the parking. Students
chose to park on our city streets now because they cannot
afford to buy books and pay tuition and pay a parking fee.
| think it's $125 a year in addition if they have to
drive. They don't all live on canpus. Many of our
students live off canpus. W have a |arge nunber of
comuting students. They need to park. They can't afford
to park on canpus. They park on our public streets

The ot her night, the night of the concert which
was, | think, 2-, 3,000 students. There were students.
They were having a good time. | didn't have a single beer
bottle on ny lawn. | was pleased that they are acting as
good neighbors. However, there were a nunber comng down
the street who were snoking what | consider to be
sem -control | ed substances. You can tell the way they
were talking and laughing. That's going to increase hy
tenfold if we get nore and nmore parking and nmore and nore
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peopl e comng in and out of town to park on those streets.

The noise. 3,000 students at 6:30 in the
nmorning, 5 in the norning when this is projected to be
open 'til 2 and 3 at night in an area which is no nore
than a hundred feet from neighboring homes is offensive to
even consi der.

Odor. That -- you nention in your section as
wel | you talk about mtigate it to say there will be
screening. | would not like to |ive nextdoor to Burger
King or McDonald's. | would not like to |ive nextdoor to
a place that's making hanburgers for the 300 seated
restaurant every single day.

It is due west of an area which is horizontally
lined up with this projection. It's not a question of
being able to reconformor mtigate a westerly flow of
wind fromthe west to the east which is how that woul d
flow So that's the noise, the traffic, the odor.

The character of the building. | have to tell
you that I'man art historian. | do teach and have taught
in the past history of architecture ranging fromthe very
first buildings created by humankind for religious and
shel ter purposes.

Your proposed design is particularly
unattractive for a canpus that posed itself as being in a
green area, on a green star, that is concerned with green
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architecture. To cover a green space of that building is
to me hardly mtigating any of the surfaces.

On mtigation, in terms of the other things, one
was | amvery pleased to see -- | did see limted issues
was buffering. Buffering is a mgjor concern. | don't
think it's possible in the building of that dimension,
with that kind of linear footage, with that kind of
footprint.

The people that | know who live in ny
nei ghbor hood have decided that they better enjoy the |ast
of the sunsets now because they will never see a sunset
again. The building is to the west. The suspicion: It
w |l take care of our gardens, it will take care of our
ability to enjoy what we thought we had in terns of an R-1
nei ghbor hood.

Mtigating? Yes, there is a mtigation. Is
there a legitimte one? Yes. And I'mgoing to offer you
awin-wnsolution. It's awnfor the college, it's a
win for the students, and it's a win for the comunity,
and it's awn for the residents.

You nust have had and must have seen the
original aerial proposals for the site. The original
proposal s had six identified sites of building.

Qut of hand, the very first neeting we al
agreed, comunity college -- the two sites were
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unacceptable. One was at the top of the hill, even though
that's where alnost all of the activity of the college
goes on. It was just too small a space; it wasn't
convenient. And the other was to the end of 281.
Route 13 had just been expanded. That expansion, by the
way, increased enough inpervious coverage on the west end
of the canpus to increase flooding out of the Water Wrks
into the north end by an enornous percentage. |'msure
Mke could tell nme -- would be able to tell you how nuch
that was, but that was an extraordinary anmount of flooding
and that was frominpervious coverage. That was
discarded. So that left four potential sites.

There are sites still listed. ['massumng you
are still up on your proposals. That would give us all a
win-win Just drive the site yourself. [If the sun comes
out tonorrow, go drive the site.

The footbhall field, Chugger Davis, is the |ast
pi ece of the remaining ingredient between the so-called
upper campus and the |ower canpus. It's not just a
running tract. There are people wal king that tract, there
are ganmes played, there are teans that practice on that
playing field, a lacrosse teamconmes out to practice, the
JV. It's used all the time. You do not discuss that in
terms of usage of that space for recreational purposes for
the college, as well as the comunity. It's a space that
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needs to be protected for recreational mtigation

So there are other spaces. You | ook down
closer, there are tennis courts. There are basket bal
courts. There's a parking lot. There is an HPER
building. Inmediately to the south and west of the HPER
building, there's a piece of territory that is somewhat
used for parking. |It's already covered. |It's been
covered once or twice. The nost |'ve ever seen it covered
I's when the Jets had a game and people cane and parked
there and they parked because they couldn't find parking
in the other lots or because the street parking was
already gone. But that's only two weeks out of the entire
year .

There is a building back there which is used,

think, for storage of junked equi pment fromthe coll ege.
It is a disgraceful building. It's a tenporary building.
It doesn't look Iike it belongs to the college. And it's
on a piece of property where it would be downwi nd of any
noi se and odor to a Residential 1 neighborhood.

There are two small streets that come in at a
per pendi cul ar way which are only constructed hal fway up so
those people would not be affected, certainly not by any
westerly wind. They are already abused by the lighting
fromthe stadium |'msure -- | don't know if there are
any people here fromthat district, but | feel sorry for
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you that you have those lights on all the time in your
backyard.

That's a better site. [It's across the street
fromthe HPER building. There could be tie-ins. There
could be all kinds of interesting things done with it.
The bus stops immediately in front of the space fromthe
canpus bus service. [It's not any further than the kids
are used to now going down to the -- in the recreationa
area where you have the HPER building. It would not
increase inpervious coverage. It's already covered.
There is a foothall field -- practice field adjacent.
They use the practice field at Chugger Davis. Wy woul d
you get rid of a perfectly wonderful one which is adjacent
to an R-1 neighborhood to cover up another one with
somet hing else? It makes no sense. This would be a
win-win for everybody: The comunity, the water, the
environnment, the students; even the college, | think,
coul d be convinced that students could walk or take a bus
to go exercise. | think that's .

MR HEATON. Vel

MS. JO SCHAFFER  That was before | saw the
DEIS. Do I respond --

MR. HEATON: Yes, if you would like your witten
conments to be considered in response to the DEIS.

MS. JO SCHAFFER | would, yes.
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HEATON:  You shoul d submit them

JO SCHAFFER: | appreciate that.

HEATON:  Ckay.

KATY SILLIMAN. My name is Katy Sillimn and
['mthe Second Ward Alderman for the City of Cortland.
And | really appreciate the environmental advisory
conmttee's draft. Geatly appreciated to put this in
perspective for the people of Cortland. And | also
appreciate the job you' ve done trying to protect our
aquifer. | think everybody agrees that that's an
important thing and we see that you're working hard to
protect that.

The ranker is around the site. It just feels
like SUNY Cortland is not being a good nei ghbor, not being
part of the comunity, doing what they want to do. That's
the feeling. And if we were a wealthier conmunity, and if
there were 500 people down here, you m ght take notice
nmore than you are and that -- that causes a lot of ranker.

This building is going to cost $56 mllion.

It"s going to cover over 5 acres of land. 50 percent of
the kids in the City of Cortland school district are on
free or reduced lunch. 50 percent of the kids in our city
cone fromfamlies living in poverty; all right?

V¥ have a pool, Wckwire pool. It's 65 years
old. It needs work. W can't afford to fix our little

IR
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pool. $5 million would build a phenonenal pool for us.
And you're putting $56 nillion into this recreationa
center for students who, by the way -- the ones |'ve
talked to -- have said that they haven't -- they weren't
even consulted. They weren't even asked. The majority of
themdon't live on canpus. They drive anyway.

So what it feels like is that you' re wedded to
this design and you've built a beautiful design and you
see it as a gateway and a connection between upper and
| ower canmpus. But that's the design. Inreality, it's
not going to serve its purpose.

Chugger Davis Field, the original field, is a
beautiful gateway. We all enjoy it. It's a place where
students and community conme together. The students |'ve
talked to say they don't mnd wal king further. Actually,
they say they like the Tom k Center up on canpus because
it's so handy and it was recently redone. That's what the
students | was talking to on Friday were telling me

So pl ease move the building. Mve the building.
Make it a win-win situation. | think the people of
Cortland are very -- they're not making as much noise as
they could. And | wsh that that were nmore appreciated.

| feel like we are being good neighbors. W
appreciate that you're going to build this building.
You're going to build the building and it's going to be
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with our tax dollars, as well; all right? You should nmove
the building. You really should to be a good neighbor, to
work with the people of Cortland. You can still make a
beautiful -- you can have a beautiful green transition
fromupper to |lower canpus. And you can win a lot of

accol ades for yoursel ves.

I'mjust -- I'msorry, I'm-- that's all | want
to say. | agree with everything that the people have said
before me.

Keep our water pure. |It's amazing that we have
brook trout. M. Larson knows what he's talking about.
And that's something to be proud of. And in Cortland
we've got to hang on to everything that we've got to be
proud of, you know, because we're struggling. And there's
a big division between the University and the Town's
people. And | don't think that that divide should be
w dened. | think that you should really work hard to nove
the building. Pick another site.

| woke up at 2:00 in the morning last night
because students were wal king past my house. | was up
from2 to 4:30. And they were just talking. And when
they wal k down the street at 2 in the norning, they talk
like this. | don't get it. |It's dark, everything's
quiet. | don't know why they're not talking like this
(whi spering), but they're not and that's just how they
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are. Cod bless them

You're going to have nore traffic because nost
of themlive off canpus. Mst of themaren't going to be
wal king to that building. And you're going to have noise
at night. You really need to move the building.

Thank you

MR. BRAZELL: Ma'am would you spell your nane
for the record?

MS. KATY SILLIMAN:  Yes. [|'msorry.

It"s Silliman. S as in Seattle,
-1-L-L-1-MA-N Katy, K-AT-Y.

MR. HEATON. The last card | have is for Craig
Little.

MR CRAIGLITTLEE M name is Craig Little.
Actually, | didn't cone intending to speak. | thought I
m ght speak if an issue that | thought about was not
addressed. It was actually nentioned by Jo Schaffer.
have sat, fortunately, in a backyard on Pearl Street and
been there in the afternoon, having a hamburger and
wat ching the sun go down.

| live on the other side of the hill, but one of
the things that |'ve been thinking about as a resident on
the other side of the hill is what it's going to be Iike
to sit in a backyard of Pear|l Street with that building
there.
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|'ve been | ooking around the room here and
trying to estimate how high the ceiling is. |'mgonna
judge a really conservative estinmate here. M guess is
that that ceiling barely makes 20 feet and it's probably
less. \What |'d ask you to do is inagine, double that and
add 10 feet. And then put that a hundred feet from your
house on the west side

|'d ask that the people responsible for the
Environnmental Inpact Statenent actually calculate -- this
is not rocket science. | haven't done it, but I think you
can handle it. | ask you to calculate when the sunis
going to go down at various times on Pearl Street once
that building is there.

So aside fromeverything else, it's certainly
sonething that's been in the back of ny mnd. [|'msure
it's inthe forefront of the mnds of people who live in
the Pearl Street area and I'd certainly like to ask -- 1'd
like to ask you to take their consideration into account.

Thank you

MR. FRANK KELLY: Can | just add sonething, Pat?

MR. HEATON. Yeah. | was just going to say that
that's all the cards that we've received of people who
wanted to speak. |f there's anyone el se who would |ike to
make additional comments or didn't sign up who would |ike
to speak, we can keep going.
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So, Frank, please, ago ahead.

MR. FRANK KELLY: A couple things. | think
one -- "Il switch back and forth between sort of persona
and comm ttee, if | my. And I'|l get -- it's on tape
right, unfortunately? M committee nenbers will be after
ne.

As a fornmer recreation professional -- and |
understand |'mjust speaking fromvery limted data -- it
occurred to ne that putting this facility closer to the
PER bui | ding when there are overlapping activities,
especially in this tundra environment of ours, m ght
actual Iy have sone program positives. | don't know that
to be sure but something to be |ooked at.

|'ve happened to, you know, work nore recently
inafieldthat is in our culture largely about mtigation
and that's the field of nmedicine and healthcare. You
know, so what we do is we spend a gazillion dollars on
antidepressants, anti-allergy, antibiotics, all those
kinds of stuff. What we don't as good a job with is
prevention, you know, or elimnating the problemto begin
with,

And | don't pretend for a nonment that |ooking at
one of those other sites doesn't have its concerns,
certainly doesn't have its financial inpacts. But judging
by the comments that |'ve heard tonight and the coments
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|'ve heard at prior neetings and the other input we've had
as a commttee, you know, you could pretty much elimnate
90 percent of the negative feelings about this project in
this city by moving that building. And if it couldn't --
if the nove could not be as dramatic as sone people have
suggested here -- all right? -- then even a mnor nove to
the west woul d acconplish some of this. It would reduce
the visual inpact, even if you were to alnost butt it

agai nst Lusk Field House which surely -- again, as a
former commi ssioner of parks and recreation, | |ooked at
that building and that's not going to be there forever.
You know, | know that you're using it now for internurals.
Because ny initial thought was why not just blow that down
and replace it. You've already got a building there. 1'm
told that the height is almost identical. It doesn't |ook
that way visually but maybe it is.

But even if you were to nmove the building closer
and elimnate that courtyard, in tine -- you know, this is
li ke planting too much caliper trees instead of whips or
mature ones. You know, you gotta -- you're obviously
| ooki ng down the road. This new building is going to be
there for a long, long tine.

The other thing which I know woul d be
problematic would be to site it on the ball field. | know
that a | ot of noney has been spent on that ball field.

JAG Court Reporting & Transcription Services, Inc.



O© 00 N O O b W DN -

N NN R R R R R R R PR,
OB WNEF O OOWLWNOOUO MAWRNRO

Page 38

But, again, even these kind of things, other than sone of
the nore dramatic ones that have been proposed, woul d
hel p.

This is a matter of creative problem sol ving
You know, so to reject it entirely, you know, to sinply
say that this -- the concerns that have been expressed are
immaterial | think is shortsighted. So again, | would
hope that there's sonme kind of movement on this issue

That's all | have to say about that.

MR. HEATON.  Yes.

MR. M CHAEL DEXTER M nane is M ke Dexter.
|'ve lived here all ny life. | spoke to another
organi zation a couple years ago, being the hospital, when
they were anticipating putting up a new addition. They
tore down five houses. The lot is still enmpty.

| spoke at that time and one of the people that
was running the neeting asked ne what my concerns were
being where | lived. And | said basically on the other
side of town. And they wanted to know why | would be
interested in commenting on what was going on at the
hospital since | didn't live in the neighborhood.

My feeling at that time, and it certainly is ny
feeling tonight seeing the people that are here that
know very closely fromdifferent venues that |'ve been to,
is that it's ny community. 1've lived here all ny life
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My parents lived here all ny life. | guess ny biggest
concern was that even though I don't live in the

nei ghborhood, |'mhere to support ny neighbors who are in
ny comunity.

| see a lot of famliar faces here, people that
maybe don't live close to the college. But certainly
people who will bhe affected for a long time, especially
the people on Pearl Street in that area, that will have
this -- and the last time | saw you had a meeting here |
read in the paper where sonebody said a two-story
bui | di ng.

| find it very difficult -- | don't know whet her
that was a correct statement that somebody had made. |
find it very difficult to say a two-story building is
50-feet high because nost people's houses are three
stories and they're talking 30 feet. So | don't know who
made that statement, but it certainly was a m sstatenent
to say that it would only be two-stories high.

But my main reason for comng tonight and not
having anything really constructive to say, other than
listening to ny neighbors talk about their concerns for
their nei ghborhood, it's nmy comunity; it's their
comunity. | live on other side of town. But if they
have problems with this being in their backyard, then I
have a problemwth it being in ny backyard because
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Cortland is ny backyard.

MS. JO SCHAFFER  Thank you. Thank you.

| have a question about the -- there's no
section for health or for area health under the
environmental issues. |'mjust curious as to whether or
not that's come up in other venues and other SEQR reviews.

But it seems to me that we're tal king about
mtigation of a building that's already -- not only
preconcei ved probably on drawings -- State's probably done
al nost final draw ngs and has nothing left to be done but
to be constructed. The constructed aspect of this that
concerns ne in ternms of the health of the comunity.

It"s going to be two years of construction; it's
going to be two years of noise; it's going to be two years
of dust; it's going to be two years of excavation, of
extraordinary displacenent of community and its
environment and then foll owed by an eternity of |iving
with this.

You can hear in nmy voice -- |'mlooking around
the room W are all neighbors. W've all been here a
long time. And we're to protect it. But a lot of us now
have heal th problems and what brought to m nd was
M. Kelly's statement about what do we do to prevent it.

A lot of us have, as you can hear in ny voice,
at nospheric incursions fromthe amount of pollution that
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we have just in the neighborhood now with the amount of
traffic, with the amount of car traffic. Fortunately, the
buses now have gone to a different form-- not all of them
but sone of them have gone to a different formof spew ng
stuff into the air.

A lot of us have concerns about respiratory
di seases, the kinds of things that can affect us. | have
asthma, |ate-devel oped asthma. Thank you very nmuch.

Two years of having to live through the
construction of sonmething that is not addressed in your
SEQR. And | think since it's a site which is so close to
a residential area it needs to be included and then have

sone sort of mtigation. | don't know what you coul d
possibly do to mtigate. Trucks, dunmp trucks,
excavational equipnent, large farmequipment. | have seen

| don't know how many times things idling at |oading docks
on this campus, idling and spewing into the atmosphere the
kind of stuff that | would really Iike not to have to
breathe in my backyard or the backyard of this conplex.
that's another area which is not addressed in your SEQR
that needs to be addressed if you're going to go further
on any construction site.

MR. HEATON. Yes. Thank you.

(Video/audi o transcription concluded. Follow ng

based on video/audio only to live transcription
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with audio and video file backup:)

MR. VINCENT PICERNO My name is Vincent
Picerno. [|'ve been to alnost every neeting. | think I
m ssed one.

MR. HEATON. ['msorry, sir. Can you spell your
| ast nanme?

MR VINCENT PICERNO Oh. P-1-CE-R NGO okay?

But we say -- besides all of the nmeetings, Bil
and | represented the Pearl Street that we're talking
probably years ago when this all started. And | remenber
that they were so proud of the fact that this building was
going to be a crown jewel of the canpus. And you have
visions of this really magnificent building froml ooking
at fromthe top of the hill and you go down -- what's the
street?

MS. JO SCHAFFER  Neubi g.

MR. VINCENT PI CERNO  Yeah, Neubig. And | don't
know if it's been discussed or appeared any place but
haven't read anything or heard anything about are they
going to do anything with Neubig in widening it. They
bought the house down at the end there. |'mnot sure why.
But if they own that house and they expand, there are two
things there that mght affect drainage, et cetera, et
cetera, traffic.

Now, every tinme |'ve spoken |'ve said the same
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thing. | haven't planned anything because | say the same
thing each time: Please nove the building. It will solve
all the problens.

Now, Binghanton built a magnificent building
just as they're proposing. They put it on their PER
building. It's a big addition to it. At considerably
less cost, mllion and mllions less; the very point
you're making. | think that woul d be sonething to
consi der.

And | renenber the last time we nmet you had on
the screen -- and, Geg, it's the kind of thing you're
speaking of, it showed how dark it would be at 2 in the
afternoon during the height of winter and you had the
black ox in here. And people just gasped. And when we
| eft, everybody was |ike, ny God, it's going to be dark at
3:00 in the afternoon. W're talking about a 50-f oot
building. | nean, that's a huge hall. And | live right
on Pearl and Warren. | live right next to Jo. W share
that little walkway in there. So we know what we're
worrying about and it's something | think they really
ought to realize why we're so worried. It's not just a
matter of being stubborn or, you know, arguing nove the
bui | di ng somepl ace el se.

But the argunments | get even talking with the
president is the fact that, well, we want it so the kids
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can wal k there. W're only asking for a hundred yards.
They can wal k the length of a foothall field to get to the
PER bui | ding. Wy not give us a hundred yards? It was
articulated by Jo what's available. There's all kinds of
land that's available. | nmean, why is it so graded in
concrete that it has to be there?

Now, as | said last tinme, | don't mean to be
cynical, but I will be, you know. Is it an ego trip for
somebody or some people? | nmean, you know, 56, 58, it
will be 60 or 65 by the time it's over with. Now, | think
the building and -- | can see the argunents of the college
that it may good, it will be good for the health
departnment -- or the recreation departnent.

And when we suggested -- | remenmber we reaction
of sonebody, well, one of the meetings, we want this to be
identified that there's recreation. W don't want it to
be near the physical education because it's not a physical
education. That's an academi c program W want to be
separate. W want to have a place where the kids won't be
drinking downtown; they will be here eating. | don't know
about that because they aren't going to be serving |iquor.
You know. And we are concerned about the trucks, we're
concerned about the 300-chair dining area, the food.

You know, it's going to be open. Jo says two
years. It's almost three years in construction that's
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taki ng pl ace.

You know, a 300-seat dining room How many
trucks are you going have in there to pick up garbage
make deliveries?

It will be open up at 6 in the morning because
peopl e have to pick up their canoes and bicycles and
rental s and things of that nature which will be taking
place. You know, | can go on and on. And | do apol ogi ze
for repeating nyself. But in listening to you folks

tonight, | just got noved because | feel so deeply about
what you're saying and | agree with you. And I think |
just had to speak up and | hope -- I'mrepeating. But

nmove the building.

Each time | net, except for the one | m ssed,
speak, and the last thing | say: |If you nove the
building, I think it solves every problemthat |'m
concerned with. W won't worry about our water anynore.
Ve won't water about the drain comng down the hill

And | would like to have themarticul ate what
kind of road they're thinking about, howw de it wll be,
whether it's going to get closer to our Water Works as it
goes down to the area right at the edge of the field.

| know they're planning on keeping that building
there where the police are going to be housed so they can
guarantee the folks down at the end of Pearl Street they
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will protect you. That's one of the things they said they
woul d do. It's on the -- yeah, so maybe that ought be
di scussed, too. | don't know anything about it.

But, Craig, he does have a report | think on the
very thing you're speaking of if you want to | ook at the
bl ack sections at 3:00 in the afternoon during the winter.

Thank you

MR. HEATON. Thank you.

So, again, that's -- we've been through everyone

who wants to speak. | would encourage any and all of you
who want to still again provide comrents on the EIS to
provide themin witing, be that via e-mail. You can mai
t hem

MS. KATY SILLIMAN.  Can | ask? What is your
role -- besides preparing the statement, what is your role
and what is the purpose of this gathering? Is it just so
we can blow off stean? WII anything cone of our
comments? Because that's why we keep saying it over and
over because it bears repeating and it doesn't feel |ike
there's any novement to really accommodate the concerns of
the comunity.

MR. HEATON. What | will say is that the purpose
of SEQRis to avoid, or mninmze, or mtigate
environmental inpacts to the maximum extent that an
applicant can for the project that they're trying to
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build. But it's a process that's intended to identify
what the inpacts are and work through ways to avoid
mnimzing those inpacts and hearing the commnity's
concerns about what they think those inpacts are and what
solutions they propose is part of that. And the |ead
agency is responsible for considering all of these
comrents and responding to themin one way or anot her.

MS. KATY SILLIMAN:  Ckay.

MR. HEATON. | mean, that's the generic process.
That's how SEQR wor ks.

MS. KATY SILLIMAN.  Would it behoove us to start
a move the building canpaign and get as many people as we
can to wite in before the deadline sinply saying, "please
nmove the building," because that would solve a |ot of
probl ens?

MR. HEATON. | think that -- that's not nmy role
to provide how people should comment or what they shoul d
comrent on. That woul d be inappropriate for me to
comment, to reply to that.

MR. BRAZELL: | just mght add to that.
Otentimes in the SEQR process when we're responding to
comments, we'll summarize comments. There will be a
record -- an official record of all the comments. But to
the extent there's very simlar coments, we're not going
to list everyone of themand have a response.
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So we' Il say sonething like, you know, 50 people
said "move the building." And then there will be an
official response to that. So it wouldn't necessarily add
to the process, | guess.

MR HEATON. | wll also say that -- | nean, the
FEIS will be the Construction Fund's formal response to
all these comments. So | understand wanting to have
satisfaction of an answer to some of your concerns
t oni ght .

MS. KATY SILLIMAN.  No, no. | understand

MR. HEATON. But that's not something we're able
to provide right now

MS. KATY SILLIMAN.  Right. | think we
understand that you're not just going to say, okay, we'll
nmove the building. The SUNY reps here are not just going
to say, "W're convinced." That's not going to happen.

But when you say the environnmental study, nost
peopl e think environment: Water, soil, things like that.
And we are concerned with the physical environment of the
people in the community and want to make sure that that's
getting through.

So if it helps -- you know, if it helps for us
to have people, a number of people, 250 people wote and
said "move the building," then so be it.

MR. FRANK KELLY: | wonder, Pat, if part of the
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question that's being asked is something a little bit in
addition -- okay? -- to that. And that is, that is it not
EDR s role and responsibility as the engineering planning
consultant in this process -- right? -- for the app- -- |
nmean, for the Fund, for the |ead agency, to not just
record and summarize whatever the inputs are, what Katy is
tal king about or any of them but also to put your
professional twi st onit. In other words, to go further
than that and nmake an anal ysis or an eval uation where
those things are appropriate, whatever that m ght be.

MR. HEATON. Again, that is the -- that is the
contents of Environnental |npact Statement and the purpose
for preparing the docunments

MR. FRANK KELLY: Because | think sonme people
have the inpression that all you're doing is being a
secretary and it's really nore than that. That's why you
did the site studies that you did on noise and traffic and
things |ike that because you're taking -- you're trying to
take a look at all of these issues. You're not just
playing the role of a secretary.

MS. KATY SILLIMAN:  Ri ght

MR. HEATON. I'Il return to the advice that we
put up earlier about that the DEC provides on how to
effectively comment on the DEI'S and get your input
included in the SEQR process and that's the best advice
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can give to any of you on that part.

M. JO SCHAFFER: | have sonething to
M. Kelly's coments.

| think what we're seeing this community that's
interested in mtigating a ot of these things that you've
identified and some of the solutions we have are a little
bit nmore than, perhaps, the SUNY Construction Fund woul d
like to really see. But it's something that we really
f eel

On the other hand, we are -- we feel -- and if
someone di sagrees, please step up and say it. As a
communi ty organi zation, we see ourselves against the
monolith, the nonolith of the state government. W see
oursel ves agai nst SUNY Construction Fund, which has not
listened truly to a lot of concerns.

| went doing a lot of, you know, investigation
on SEQR reviews of plans that are already on the SUCF web
site, that we're facing a governmental agency that has
deci ded they're going to have this building cone hell or
high water. That's, | think, the feeling that nost of us
have or had for the past 11 years. | mean, Vince says
we've been at this thing for 11 years now.

MR. VINCENT PICERNG  Started 11 years ago

MS. JO SCHAFFER W have a feeling that we are
exercising what is our right and duty as citizens in this
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process, but | think we al so understand that we're up
against the State of New York. The State appoints the
DEC, the State appoints SUCF, the State appoints the
chancel | or of the SUNY system W see this as an
incredibly large --

MS. KATY SILLIMAN:  Goliath

MS. JO SCHAFFER  -- entity that we as citizens
have very little power except through this process. So ny
question was: How nmany tinmes -- | notice there's a

positive declaration and I'mnot so sure everybody here
knows that a positive declaration is really a negative
declaration, negative is really a positive. There's a
peculiarly of termnology that a positive declaration
nmeans something that needs to be |ooked at and negative
means you can go ahead and do your project.

If there's a continued positive declaration and
it continues, SUNY is going to go ahead and done what they
wanted to do anyway notw thstanding the SEQR because they
think they have the DEC in its pocket; they think they
have the construction -- | nean, it's really to us a very
frustrating process.

If this positive declaration continues and the
SUNY Construction Fund cones back on its final -- on the
FEI'S and there still are major things in there which are
positive declarations, what happens then?
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MR. HEATON. Again, | can speak to the SEQR
process. The finding --

M. JO SCHAFFER: That's what |'mtal king about,
s the SEQR process.

MR. HEATON. The finding statement that the
Construction Fund -- the decision of SEQRis presented in
a finding statement, wherein the |ead agency will describe
its rationale for all the conclusions that its reached and
describe all the ways that it believes it has identified
ways to avoid, mnimze, mtigate the first inpacts
That's the obligation of a finding statement. So that
w |l be the ultimate location for those conclusions to be
present ed.

There was one person in the back.

MS. CHARLOTTE FERRIS: Yeah. If this e-mail --

MR. HEATON. Since we're still having the
hearing, |'d ask you that you give your nane.

MS. CHARLOTTE FERRIS: Charlotte Ferris.

MR. HEATON.  Thanks.

MS. CHARLOTTE FERRIS: | live on the hill, so |
get to see -- hear and see the foothall. | nean, | can
tell you play by play fromthe noise and the lights at
night and all. But that's all right. | live with it

But if -- this e-mail where comments are to go
to, if they've got 10,000 hits in the next ten days al
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say "move the building," would it make any difference or
shoul d | take bets now?

I"'mwlling to take bets it's going to be where
you want to put it. It's not going to be noved.

MR. BRAZELL: Jo, just to quickly respond a
little nmore to your comment.

It's the | ead agency's obligation and
responsibility under SEQR to take a hard | ook. And so the
SEQR findings have to denonstrate that they' ve taken a
hard | ook at all potential adverse inpacts.

MS. JO SCHAFFER  That's not very encouragi ng.

MR. BRAZELL: That's the SEQR requirenent.

MS. JO SCHAFFER: | know. |'ve done SEQR
reviews before and | know what it's involved with it. One
agai nst an agency alnmost as big as the State of New York.
Probably is bigger, Wal-Mart. So | understand the whole
SEQR process. And that's one of the things -- what was
interesting to me was Wal-Mart was far nore agreeable in
working with the Town of Cortlandville during and after
the SEQR review than the State University Construction
Fund is wth us.

MR. HEATON. In closing, | want to say, again,
the address that you can provide comments to you, you can
take one of these cards with you. And the city's
environmental advisory conmttee was good enough to bring
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copies of their comments on the DEIS. So to the extent
sone of you would like to see what they've comrented on
they have copies here for people to take, as well.

MR. FRANK KELLY: Matt Cook tells me that those
copies -- that same content is on the City web site,
right?

Pat just pointed out that there are extra copies
of the commttee's coments here for people to take if
they want hard copies. But it's also on the city web
site, right?

MR. MATT COOX: It's posted on our web site. |If
you give us any witten comments, we will also post those
on our web site

MR. FRANK KELLY: And if you want to submt any
other comments to us in addition to, you know, directly,
you're wel come to do that, as well.

MS. JO SCHAFFER: Thank you for your patience.

MR. HEATON. Thank you.

(Proceedi ng concl uded.)
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