
                  
City Council Minutes 
The City of Cortland 

 
December 19, 2006 

 
Council Meeting #22 
December 19, 2006 
Regular Business Session 
City Hall 
7:00 PM 
 
Present:  Alderman VanGorder, Terwilliger, Cobb, DeCarlo, Quail, Feiszli, 
   Partigianoni and Michales 
 
Staff Present: Director of Admin. & Finance Andrew Damiano, 
   Corporation Counsel Lawrence Knickerbocker and  
   City Clerk John O. Reagan 
 
PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE TO THE FLAG 
 
Public Hearing:  Proposed Local Law No. 1 of 2006, repealing Local Law No. 1 of 
1994 and adopting the tax enforcement provisions of Real Property Tax Law Sec. 
1106. 
 
   No Comments 
   Public Hearing Closed 
 
Mayor Gallagher calls the twenty-second Common Council meeting of the year to order 
at 7:05 PM. 
 
PUBLIC COMMENT  
 
   No one was present to speak. 
 
Minutes of December 5, 2006
 
RESOLUTION #128 OF 2006 - Approve the minutes of December 5, 2006 as amended. 
 
By:   Alderman VanGorder 
Seconded:  Alderman Terwilliger 
 
Approved:  Ayes - 8 
   Nays - 0 
 
Bills were reviewed and received. 
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MAYOR’S REPORT 
 
He announced that the DPW and the Public Safety Division in cooperation with the 
Cortland Chamber of Commerce’s donation of the bulbs, the crews worked Saturday 
and Sunday replacing the burnt out bulbs and the lights are on downtown.  It now really 
looks nice and thank you to everyone who contributed to make this happen.   
 
He attended the Cortland Business Network at the Historical Society, the Battle of the 
Bands at the Center for the Arts in Homer and the community reception at Cortland 
High School as well as the BDC/IDA meeting.  He was a guest at the Noon Rotary Club 
Christmas dinner.  He attended the reception at the Downtown Partnership offices for 
local artists and photographers. 
 
He attended the Hampton Inn Christmas with Santa, as well as the recognition lunch at 
McDonald Sports Complex.  He also attended the PBA dinner. 
 
Ward 1 - Alderman VanGorder 
 
It’s been a quiet couple of weeks and she went on to wish everyone a very Merry 
Christmas and a Happy New Year and Happy Holidays. 
 
Ward 2 - Alderman Terwilliger 
 
Her Ward has been quiet as well and she wished everyone Happy Holidays. 
 
Ward 3 - Alderman Cobb 
 
Her Ward has been peaceful, but there have been a couple of code issues.  There’s 
been some garbage and some standing water that keeps accumulating in a street that 
she is aware of and looking into.  She wished everyone Happy Holidays. 
 
Ward 4 - Alderman DeCarlo 
 
He received a call from one gentleman who expressed disappointment that they were 
not going to have the judging of the holiday displays.  He really enjoys that and in spite 
of advanced age, still decorates his home.  He would like something done in the future 
and asked that Alderman DeCarlo bring it up to the Council.  Happy Holidays. 
 
Ward 5 - Alderman Quail 
 
He wished everyone a Merry Christmas.  He also had an individual contact him with 
regards to the holiday decorating contest.  He explained to the caller that the problem is 
getting people to judge.  He told the gentleman that perhaps next year, they could try to 
get a group outside of the Council to work on that.  He spoke with Fire Commissioner 
Vince Minnella in regards to having meetings.  He asked if everyone had received their 
copy of the fire equipment apparatus report.  Mr. Minnella would like to give everyone a 
tour of the used equipment.   
 
He had a situation on Argyle Place.  There was a house that had probably thirty (30) 
garbage bags outside.  Code took care of it, but it was rather challenging.  Right next to 
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Valley View Drive, 229 S. Main Street, continues to be a real eyesore.  He is unsure 
what will be able to be done with that property and that, too, is a challenge.  He again 
wished everyone a Merry Christmas. 
 
Ward 6 - Alderman Feiszli 
 
Her Ward has been quiet. 
 
Ward 7 - Alderman Partigianoni 
 
He noted that the holiday season is upon us and he hoped that everyone would be 
blessed with good tidings and joy and good health through the coming year.   
 
Ward 8 - Alderman Michales 
 
He has received more calls regarding the crows.  He told the individuals that the City is 
working on it and some money will be appropriated soon to help alleviate some of the 
problem areas.  He had one call concerning a tree that has been dropping its limbs.  He 
contacted the Tree Committee.  He attended the Access to Independence this past 
Wednesday.  He also attended the Community Reception at Cortland High School.  It 
was very nice.  He received an e-mail concerning parking on Port Watson Street, near 
Invigorations.  He will look into that.  Several cars were ticketed in a No Parking Zone.  
He does have a name of a DOT representative and will be looking into this and will get 
back to the individual who wrote.   
 
He took the time to wish the men and women serving in the armed forces overseas a 
Merry Christmas and everyone else, as well. 
 
The Mayor noted that the City did appropriate three (3) nights worth of blasting which 
will begin tomorrow, December 20, 2006 and continue on Thursday and Friday.  They 
will start with Court House Park; proceed up Clayton and Tompkins and Court.  It was 
noted that if residents were to go out and bang pots and pans or make loud noises, they 
could drive the crows out of their area.  They asked for the public’s help in moving the 
crows out of the City. 
 
RESOLUTION #129 OF 2006 - Approve a Resolution authorizing the waiving of the 
permit fee and allowing the Youth Ministry Group to sell hot chocolate next to the 
showmobile at the City’s First Night celebration. 
 
It was noted that the Youth Group is sponsored by Mrs. Boudreau of St. Mary’s Church.  
They are working on a project called Youth 2000. 
 
By:   Alderman Partigianoni 
Seconded:   Alderman Michales 
 
Approved:  Ayes - 8 
   Nays - 0 
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RESOLUTION #130 OF 2006 - Consideration of the adoption of Local Law No. 1 of 
2006, repealing Local Law No. 1 of 1994 and adopting the tax enforcement provisions 
of Real Property Tax Law Sec. 1106. 
 
By:   Alderman Terwilliger 
Seconded:  Alderman Cobb 
 
Approved:  Alderman VanGorder - Aye 
   Alderman Terwilliger - Aye 
   Alderman Cobb - Aye 
   Alderman DeCarlo - Aye 
   Alderman Quail - Aye 
   Alderman Feiszli - Aye 
   Alderman Partigianoni - Aye 
   Alderman Michales - Aye 
 
RESOLUTION #131 OF 2006 - Consideration of a Resolution authorizing the Mayor to 
enter into an agreement with CSEA Local 1000 for the period covering January 1, 2007 
through December 31, 2010. 
 
Alderman Quail inquired what the thirty (30) year anniversary allotment for an additional 
vacation day meant.  Andy Damiano noted that it was a single day, not a day for each 
year.  He also noted that the Union ratified this contract at their meeting last night. 
 
The Mayor thanked Mr. Damiano for the great job he did with this contract as well as for 
the other contracts he has worked on.  He noted that it is not easy. 
 
By:   Alderman DeCarlo 
Seconded:  Alderman Quail 
 
Approved:  Ayes - 8 
   Nays - 0 
 
RESOLUTION #132 OF 2006 - Consideration of a Resolution authorizing the adoption 
of the 2007 Wastewater Treatment Fund Budget and establishing a domestic rate of 
$1.99 per unit and a special assessment rate of $.80 per unit. 
 
By:   Alderman Quail 
Seconded:  Alderman Terwilliger 
 
Approved:  Ayes - 8 
   Nays - 0 
 
RESOLUTION #133 OF 2006 - Consideration of a Resolution authorizing the adoption 
of the 2007 Water Fund Budget and establishing a domestic rate of $1.85 per unit, and 
commercial rates of $1.20 and $1.30 per unit, depending upon volume of use. 
 
By:   Alderman VanGorder 
Seconded:  Alderman Terwilliger 
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Approved:  Ayes - 8 
   Nays - 0 
 
RESOLUTION #134 OF 2006 - Consideration of a Resolution authorizing the adoption 
of the 2007 General Fund Budget, as amended, and establishing a tax rate of $16.379 
per thousand dollars of assessed valuation. 
 
Alderman Quail commented that he felt that the Council had challenged department 
heads to look at their budgets and he felt that Andy Damiano had done a good job of 
pulling the budget together and minimizing the expenses.  He also commended Chief 
Glover about the bringing in of several firemen through the inspection fees and he feels 
that the Code area needs to be strengthened.  Perhaps residences that are being 
turned into rental properties could be looked into more closely, to make sure that they 
are addressing parking and safety issues and how they affect residents in the area.  He 
feels that it should be something they should look into.  He also asked for a copy of the 
streets that Mr. Bistocchi planned to be paving in 2007.  He also asked what the 
projected Fund Balance might be.  Mr. Damiano noted that it was small, maybe 
$200,000 to $400,000.  Alderman Quail asked if Andy would get back to the Council 
with this figure.  He felt that overall this was a good budget.  It was noted that the 
increase was about $.77 per thousand. 
 
The Mayor also noted that it was Christmas and there still were cats available for 
adoption. 
 
By:   Alderman DeCarlo 
Seconded:  Alderman Quail 
 
Approved:  Ayes - 8 
   Nays - 0 
 
There was a call for a Republican Political Caucus by Alderman Quail.  The Mayor 
then called for a Democratic Political Caucus. 
 
Anne Doyle stated that someone had called her today noting that they had heard that 
the lady involved with the cats had paid the whole shot on the cats out of six million 
dollars in Syracuse and that Cortland was only charging her $40,000 (forty thousand 
dollars).  She asked if that were true.  The Mayor noted that was not true and more 
would be forthcoming in the criminal trial.  Andy Damiano noted that the City, through 
the court, is trying to recover every penny that was spent.  It can only be done with the 
court’s assistance.  He also noted that Syracuse is still trying, but they have not 
resolved their case yet, despite what the caller told her. 
 
The Mayor and Council then went into their political Caucus. 
 
The Mayor closed the meeting by saying thank everyone for their cooperation over the 
past year.  He felt that many good things had been done in 2006 and there were some 
things on the plate for 2007 which would be exciting for the Community of Cortland.  He 
wished everyone a Merry Christmas. 
 
Adjournment 
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By:   Alderman DeCarlo 
Seconded:  Alderman Cobb 
 
Approved:  Ayes - 8 
   Nays - 0 
 
I, JOHN O. REAGAN, CITY CLERK OF THE CITY OF CORTLAND, NEW YORK DO 
HEREBY CERTIFY THAT SAID RESOLUTIONS WERE ADOPTED AT A REGULAR 
MEETING OF THE COMMON COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF CORTLAND, HELD ON 
THE 19TH DAY OF DECEMBER 2006.  I FURTHER CERTIFY THE FOREGOING 
RESOLUTIONS WERE PRESENTED TO THE MAYOR IN THE TIME REQUIRED. 
 
 
____________________________  ____________________________ 
JOHN O. REAGAN - CITY CLERK  MAYOR THOMAS GALLAGHER 
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