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A meeting of the Common Council was held on December 18, 2001 at 7:15 PM in the Common
Council Chambers at City Hall, 25 Court Street, Cortland, New York.

PRESENT: Mayor Bruce Tytler
Council Members Smith, Tobin, Abdulla, Strangeway, Hansen, Hyde, and
Hennessy.

 City Clerk, William J. Wood
Deputy City Clerk, Jodi M. McLyman
Corporation Counsel, James J. Baranello
Director of Administration & Finance, Andrew J. Damiano

EXCUSED: Council Member Lissberger

7:15 PM Mayor Tytler opened the Public Hearing on Local Law #1 of 2001.

Mr. Tom Jewett, District Attorney, spoke regarding the issue of City Prosecutor.  Mr. Jewett was
the Prosecutor for 11 or 12 years and has been the District Attorney for about 4 1/2 years. “On
the issue itself as to whether the City Prosecutor should continue to prosecute infractions,
violations, and misdemeanors or whether it should be transferred to the District Attorney’s Office
he does not offer any opinion on the merits of that.  It can work well either way.  It is a job his
office can do.  The timing of the decision is very poor.  The possibility of a cut to his office and a
26% tax increase makes this the worst possible month to do this.  I want to indicate to you if you
should decide this at this point in time, my office has no assistance to offer.  If you want to
insure a continuity of a high level of prosecution in this Court, you need to be talking to the
Chairman of the County Legislature and Public Safety Committee to make sure the funding and
staffing would be available during this coming year to take up the slack.  If the funding is not
available, City Court will quickly deteriorate into chaos.  You have a City Prosecutor who is
devoting her full time, plus you have a full time clerical support person.  I do not have a
replacement for her or for the clerical person.  If the D.A. was to prosecute, we would need
office space here, places to store files, to meet with police officers, etc”.

There was no one further to speak; therefore the public hearing was closed.

The Mayor called the meeting to order at 7:30 followed by the salute to the flag.

PUBLIC COMMENTS

Mr. Albert Rosato of 212 Central Ave. speaks. He feels the County, Water, City taxes, blue bags
are going up again.  He feels the people should get together and just not pay taxes.  “How much
money did we have to pay for the police officer that got shot?  Almost a million dollars wasn’t it?
Where is this Mr. Damiano?  He is from North Syracuse.  Why cant we get somebody here
locally instead of from out-of-town.  He spends his money out of town”.

 “I told the Council that they would not be voted back in and he was right”.
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MINUTES

On the motion of Council Member Strangeway, seconded by Council Member Hansen, voted
and carried,

RESOLVED THE MINUTES OF DECEMBER 4, 2001 BE APPROVED FOR FILING.

BILLS

No discussion.

AWARDS

Council Member Hennessy states the Niagara Mohawk City of Cortland Holiday Decorating
Contest was judged last weekend.  The winners are announced.  The contest was judged by
several people who live out-of-town.  The best overall went to Warren and Suzanne Greenwood
of 8 ¾ Park St.  Best in ward went to Steven Smith of 1 Wadsworth St.  The remaining winners
are Ann Homer, Joe and Cindy Abdulla, Jane and Leon Harvey, Sam and Elsie Ferro, Pat and
Wendy Darby, Allyn and Joan Davis, Bob and Charlene Goodale.

Mike Dexter was also thanked and rewarded for his decorations at the Water Works throughout
the many years.

MAYOR’S REPORT

There is a change to Item No. 1.  We will still discuss it but they will not be present.

Mayor Tytler reminds everyone about the First Night festivities.  It will be a nice family gathering.

Brad LaFever had a life-threatening situation and Mayor Tytler publicly thanks Fire Fighters
Dwayne Pierce, Mike Andersen, Tom Owen, Duke Glover, Jane Eagan, Kevin Bradley, Eric
Verfuss and Bill Knickerbocker for saving his life.  The TLC personnel were Kevin Westscott,
Vedad Busuladzic, Eric Mannon.  City Police Officers were Chad Hines and Daniel Edwards.

Chris Kabat is also given a plaque for 25 years with the Cortland City Police Department.  Gwen
Dailey is also honored for her 33 years of service to the City.

The Mayor honors the outgoing Council Members.  Ralph Smith, Joe Abdulla, Steve Lissberger,
Kari Strangeway, Trish Hansen, and Butch Hyde.

The Mayor wants to remind everyone about the sidewalk program.  There is about $11,000 left
for the matching grant.  It has been a very successful program.

The Mayor thanks everyone for their service and thanks the community for their support.  The
City is in good shape and the new regime will have some challenges to face.  The Mayor hopes
when the consultants come back with the new recommendations for the space needs and
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studies for City Hall and Fire Department, the next Council and Mayor act on those needs.  This
is not something that we can keep throwing band-aids at.

The Mayor thanks Council Member Hansen, Hennessy and Al Byrne for all their efforts and
donations with regard to the Holiday Decorating Contest.

Ward 1 – Council Member Smith

It’s been a pleasure to serve the people in the first ward.  Wishes everyone a Merry Christmas
and Happy New Year.

Ward 2 – Council Member Tobin

No report.

Ward 3 – Council Member Abdulla

Everything is quiet.  It has been a pleasure serving the City.  He wishes Rosann well with her
efforts to move the City forward.  Happy Holidays to all.

Ward 4 – Council Member Lissberger

Excused.

Ward 5 – Council Member Strangeway

Thanks the residents and it has been a pleasure working with all of you.

Ward 6 – Council Member Hansen

A plaque is given to Mayor Tytler for his service not only as the Mayor but his four years of
service as an Alderman.  She is still working on the reapportionment issue.  The committee
looked at the various proposals but they have some concerns about the map and feel it could be
tweaked a little bit and will serve everyone’s purpose.  It does cut some of the streets up the
middle.    Council Member Hennessy sent a letter to Steve Harrington, Chairman of the
Legislature asking to set up a dialogue to discuss this.  He has not contacted her or responded
to her correspondence.  This should be voted on Thursday.  The proposal should work with
some minor tweaking.  She also thanks Laurie and Al Byrne for the help with the Holiday
Decorating Contest.

Ward 7 – Council Member Hyde

He has had a great 8 years.  He is sorry to leave but he is going to move on and continue with
his business.  New Year’s Eve has a lot of things planned.  Marty Mack will be the Master of
Ceremonies.

Ward 8 – Council Member Hennessy
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It looks like the crows have moved.   Also thanks to Trish, Laurie and Al Byrne for all the work
they have done with regard to the Holiday Decorating Contest.  She urges the County
Legislature to contact her to set up a meeting.  Minor changes in boundaries would keep some
of the neighborhoods together in one ward..

AGENDA

Item No. 1 – Presentation by Grow Cortland Committee and consideration of a Resolution
authorizing an appropriation of $4208 from Community Development Miscellaneous Revenue to
partially fund a promotional brochure by the Grow Cortland Committee.

The Mayor explains the brochure is being produced by Graphics Plus Printing.  Bob Eckerd
states this will be the classiest most productive piece of promotional material Cortland has ever
had and the most useful.  This will go to hotels, students, stores, Chamber of Commerce, the
website, Empire State Games, etc.  The Bureau of Tourism and Conventions got a $5,000
grant, which will help, pay for the cost.  They are asking the City for $4,208.00.   They will make
a presentation at a later time.

On the motion of Council Member Smith, seconded by Council Member Abdulla,

Mayor Tytler feels they are looking for a commitment so they can go forward with the project.
The idea came from the Grow Cortland Committee, which focused on downtown Cortland.  They
were looking for something they could put into the hotels so visitors could see what downtown
Cortland has to offer.  That got the ball rolling to add in the other things.  Maybe we could add
some wordage to allocate the money with the stipulation that the presentation be made before
the funds are released.  Council Member Hansen feels that the next Council have input before
it’s released.

Council Strangeway makes a motion to table.  There is no second to the motion.

Council Member Hansen requests the motion be amended to read before the money be
released, Graphics Plus Printing come before the Council and make a full presentation.

On the question as amended, voted, carried, Council Member Strangeway voting No.

RESOLUTION APPROVED AUTHORIZING AN APPROPRIATION OF $4208 FROM
COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT MISCELLANEOUS REVENUE TO PARTIALLY FUND A
PROMOTIONAL BROCHURE BY THE GROW CORTLAND COMMITTEE SUBJECT TO A
FULL PRESENTATION TO THE COMMON COUNCIL BEFORE ANY MONIES ARE
RELEASED.

Item No. 2 – Consideration of the confirmation of the Mayor’s appointment of Penny D. Hawks
as a Commissioner of Deeds.

On the motion of Council Member Hennessy, seconded by Council Member Hansen, voted and
carried,

RESOLVED TO APPROVE THE MAYOR’S CONFIRMATION OF THE APPOINTMENT OF
PENNY D. HAWKS AS A COMMISSIONER OF DEEDS.
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Item No. 3 – Consideration of a Resolution authorizing the adoption of the 2002 General Fund
Budget, as amended, establishing a tax rate of $11.863 per thousand dollars of assessed
valuation.  (Public Hearing held on December 4, 2001.

On the motion of Council Member Smith, seconded by Council Member Abdulla,

Council Member Tobin disagrees with the City Clerk’s increase.  We did not formally agree on
this.   Council Member Tobin appreciates the fact that the Mayor has produced an honest
budget not a political budget.  He is going to support this budget.  Council Member Hansen
supports 99% of the budget but has a real problem with increasing the Library appropriations
while we are asking our City Departments to give money back.  She does not feel comfortable
supporting the budget.  Council Member Hyde supports the budget but objects to the fact the
one Department Head in the entire City did not get a pay increase.

On the question,

Council Member Smith Yes Council Member Strangeway No
Council Member Tobin Yes Council Member Hansen No
Council Member Abdulla Yes Council Member Hyde Yes
Council Member Lissberger Excused Council Member Hennessy Yes

RESOLUTION APPROVED AUTHORIZING THE ADOPTION OF THE 2002 GENERAL FUND
BUDGET, AS AMENDED, ESTABLISHING A TAX RATE OF $11.863 PER THOUSAND
DOLLARS OF ASSESSED VALUATION.

Item No. 4 – Consideration of a Resolution authorizing the adoption of the 2002 Wastewater
Treatment Plant Operating Budget and establishing a domestic rate of $1.60 per unit.  (Public
Hearing held on December 4, 2001).

On the motion of Council Member Hennessy, seconded by Council Member Hansen, voted,

Council Member Hennessy reminding the Council that it is continuing the domestic rate at the
same level.  Council Member Tobin feels that is true but states we are still not receiving a fair
settlement as to all the people paying for the Wastewater Treatment Plant.  He feels ratepayers
are paying more than they should.

Roll call vote;

Council Member Smith Yes Council Member Strangeway Yes
Council Member Tobin No Council Member Hansen Yes
Council Member Abdulla Yes Council Member Hyde Yes
Council Member Lissberger Excused Council Member Hennessy Yes

RESOLUTION APPROVED AUTHORIZING THE ADOPTION OF THE 2002 WASTEWATER
TREATMENT PLANT OPERATING BUDGET AND ESTABLISHING A DOMESTIC RATE OF
$1.60 PER UNIT.
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Item No. 5 – Consideration of a Resolution authorizing the adoption of Local law No. 1 of 2001.
(Public hearing held December 18, 2001)

On the motion of Council Member Smith, seconded by Council Member Strangeway, voted and
carried,

Council Member Hennessy is concerned as to how the County is going to pay for this.  She
feels it is their obligation and she supports doing it but she is worried about the statement in the
newspaper where as they might cut two positions in the D.A.’s office.  Council Member Tobin
feels it is also the right thing to do but due to circumstances it is the wrong time to do it.  He
feels there will be more plea bargains.  Mayor Tytler feels that over time the City will see better
service on issues because the City Attorney’s will have more time to spend on things.

Council Member Tobin states that if we do this in a hardball approach, will the County continue
to help us out with the 911.  The Mayor feels that yes, this would be a change but it is probably
time to do this as this was discussed in the past and it was put off for a variety of reasons.  Mr.
Jewett states that he has no one at this time to send over to the City.  Mayor Tytler states that
the County will have to assign someone to do this.  Council Member Hennessy explains that the
City of Cortland is the only municipality in the County that prosecutes their own cases.

On the question, roll call vote;

Council Member Smith Yes Council Member Strangeway Yes
Council Member Tobin No Council Member Hansen No
Council Member Abdulla Yes Council Member Hyde No
Council Member Lissberger Excused Council Member Hennessy Yes

Resolution passes 4 to 3.  Council Member Hennessy asks that the City help the County make
the change over.

Resolution and Local Law attached.

Item No. 6 – Consideration of a Resolution authorizing the increase in the price of blue bags
effective January 1, 2002 as follows:  36 gallon bags - $2.50, 18 gallon bags - $1.75.

On the motion of Council Member Abdulla, seconded by Council Member Smith, voted and
carried,

Corporation Counsel explains the local law mandates the blue bag charges not exceed what it
would cost to cover the difference in trash collection.

RESOLUTION APPROVED AUTHORIZING THE INCREASE IN THE PRICE OF BLUE BAGS
EFFECTIVE JANUARY 1, 2002 AS FOLLOWS:  36-GALLON BAGS - $2.50, 18-GALLON
BAGS - $1.75.

Item No. 7 – Consideration of a Resolution authorizing the Mayor to enter into an agreement
with the Cortland Crossing Guard Association for the period January 1, 2002 to December 31,
2003.
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On the motion of Council Member Hansen, seconded by Council Member Hennessy, voted and
carried,

RESOLUTION APPROVED AUTHORIZING THE MAYOR TO ENTER INTO AN AGREEMENT
WITH THE C0RTLAND CROSSING GUARD ASSOCIATION FOR THE PERIOD JANUARY 1,
2002 TO DECEMBER 31, 2003.

Item No. 8 – Presentation by a representative from Cortland Memorial Hospital.

Attorney Robert Shafer speaks on behalf of the Cortland Memorial Hospital.  The Cortland
Memorial Hospital is prepared to expand the emergency room to restructure some of the lab
and radiology services at the hospital.  This will add a tremendous amount of privacy for patient
care.  They will move the evening care closer to the emergency room.  A renovation for the
heating and electrical is also planned.  The hospital will be generating its own electrical and heat
services.  The hospital is also in the process of purchasing the old Coke plant.  They are
working on funding.  It’s approx. a $6,000,000. project.  The hospital is committed to go forward
and not hurt the revenue stream for the City of Cortland.  We are not seeking to take property off
the tax roll.  We will add additional properties to the tax roll if any are taken off.  Mr. Carmen had
a hospital board meeting that is why he is not present.

The hospital may need to expand some parking on Alvena but they are not sure yet.  Council
Member Hyde asks about the electricity and the noise.  Mr. Shafer states that the noise is
supposed to be less.  They will dismantle the existing generator.  They will have a complete
backup if power is lost.  If anyone has comments you can go through the Administrator’s Office
or call Dave Hardy at the hospital.

Item No. 9 – Consideration of the confirmation of the Mayor’s appointment of Elizabeth Burns to
the position of part-time City Court Judge.

On the motion of Council Member Abdulla, seconded by Council Member Tobin, voted and
carried,

Council Member Hyde asks what happened to Mark Suben.  The Mayor replies, “He resigned”.

RESOLUTION APPROVED CONFIRMING THE MAYOR’S APPOINTMENT OF ELIZABETH
BURNS TO THE POSITION OF PART-TIME CITY COURT JUDGE.

On the motion of Council Member Smith, seconded by Council Member Strangeway, voted and
carried,

RESOLVED THE MEETING BE ADJOURNED AT 9:00PM.

_________________________________ _______________________________
MAYOR CITY CLERK

I hereby certify that the foregoing Resolutions were presented to the Mayor in the time
required and were approved by her.


