
                  
City Council Minutes 
The City of Cortland 

 
November 15, 2005 

 
Council Meeting #21 
November 15, 2005 
Regular Business Session 
City Hall 
7:00 PM 
 
Present:  Alderman Faraoni, Terwilliger, Morey, Quail, Feiszli,   
   Partigianoni and Michales 
 
Staff Present: Director of Admin. & Finance Andrew Damiano, 
   Corporation Counsel Lawrence Knickerbocker and 
   City Clerk John O. Reagan 
 
Mayor Gallagher calls the twenty-first Common Council meeting of the year to 
order at 7:00 PM 
 
PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE TO THE FLAG 
 
PUBLIC COMMENT - The Government Politics class from the Cortland High 
School was present.  Alderman Guido did a presentation to them today on how 
the Common Council runs.  Christine Gregory is here to introduce the students 
and to thank the Council.  This is an advanced college placement course U.S. 
Government and Politics and there are nineteen (19) students enrolled.  The 
students participated last month in a program at the County Legislature and now 
are interested in local government.  The students who were present introduced 
themselves. 
 
The Mayor then congratulated everyone who won their election.  He then 
introduced the three (3) new Alderpersons, Val VanGorder, Amy Cobb and Nick 
DeCarlo and thanked them for coming. 
 
Minutes of November 1, 2005
 
RESOLUTION #121 OF 2005 - Approve the minutes of November 1, 2005. 
 
By:   Alderman Faraoni 
Seconded:  Alderman Terwilliger 
 
Approved:  Ayes - 7 
   Nays - 0 
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Bills were reviewed and received. 
 
MAYOR’S REPORT
 
He attended DBA dinner also known as the Downtown Partnership Program.  He 
also met with the Army Training Maneuver Group, as well as with the owner of 
the Riverside Mall.  He did the morning report with Kevin Mooney of WKRT 
Radio and appeared with Casey Stevens of WHCU Radio.  He attended the 
Regional Sports Council Meeting.  He also met with Mayor Peterson in Ithaca.   

 
He attended the flag raising ceremony on Veteran’s Day at the VFW.  He 
attended the BDC/IDA Meeting and the Chamber of Commerce Annual Dinner.  
The large company award went to TCCC, the medium company went to Essex 
Steel and the small company went to the Hollywood Restaurant.  There were 
nearly two hundred (200) people in attendance.  The City Clerk, John Reagan, 
was given an award for eleven (11) years on the Chamber of Commerce.  Two 
(2) special awards were also given to Vicki Delaney and Jackie May and Lisa for 
putting their businesses back together after last year’s fire.  Joe Reagan was 
given the Service Award.  The Mayor also reminded everyone of the Christmas 
Tree Lighting Ceremony at City Hall on December 3, 
2005. 
 
Ward 1 - Alderman Faraoni 
 
Alderman Faraoni extended congratulations to Valarie VanGorder for winning the 
election in the 1st Ward.  He offered to give her any assistance she might need.  
Everything else has been quite in the Ward. 
 
Ward 2 - Alderman Terwilliger 
 
She has received a few calls from an individual concerned about the trees in 
front of Parkside Christian Church.  The fire department went in their last week 
during the wind storm and cordoned off parts of the sidewalk because parts were 
coming off of the tree.  The caller was concerned about the safety of her children 
and others walking in that area.  Alderman Terwilliger spoke with Mike Preston 
and the trees are still on the Parkside Christian School’s property and she isn’t 
quite sure what can be done.  She attended the Cortland Ithaca game with her 
family.  It was a wonderful game.  Other than that, it’s been quiet in the 2nd Ward. 
 
Ward 3 - Alderman Morey 
 
She extended congratulations to Amy Cobb and offered any help that she might 
need.  She congratulated Cortland State on their win.  She did not attend, but 
was very hopeful.  She did attend the Buffalo Bills game and watched Alderman 
Partigianoni’s granddaughter participate in the punt, pass and kick.  Although she 
didn’t win it this year, she did do very well.  Congratulations were extended to 
her. 
 

 2



Ward 5 - Alderman Quail 
 
He attended the Chamber of Commerce Awards Ceremony.  It was a very large 
crowd.  He held a Neighborhood Watch meeting on November 10, 2005.  Only 
twelve (12) people came to the general meeting and they did discuss how they 
could attract new and more people.  They are also looking to have a joint 
meeting with the 8th Ward since Neighborhood Watch groups transcend Ward 
boundaries.  He thanked Mike Dexter and Linda Kline for taking the inventory 
and status report on the trees on Main Street.  A number of trees have outgrown 
the grates at their bases and need to be replaced or removed.  He also asked for 
a general status report from Andy Damiano in regards to the South Main Street 
paving and what is going to happen by the end of the fall. 
 
Andy Damiano indicated that he had met with the County that day and they 
indicated that they are not running over budget on the project.  The County is 
talking about putting down a bit more paving.  The Mayor noted that they spoke 
about plowing, as he didn’t want to rip apart any plows while removing snow from 
the tracks to Valley View.  He has been assured that it is going to be okay to do 
that.  The architect who designed this is also coming down next week.  He’s not 
too happy with those people. 
 
Last week he received an accusation that the Council supported anti-student 
legislation.  He would like to encourage anyone who has that concern to bring it 
before the Council.  There is a public session at every meeting and he urges 
anyone who has a concern to bring it directly before the Council. 
 
Ward 6 - Alderman Feiszli 
 
She received a call in regard to branches and debris at the mouth of Otter Creek 
as it goes into the Tioghnioga River.  She will look at this and check to see if this 
is something that DPW can get to before spring.  There have been some calls 
about abandoned vehicles without plates.  Those will be addressed by Code, as 
well as an unkempt property report.  She received some additional engineering 
information regarding Kennedy Parkway and it’s another alternative to 
addressing the groundwater issue there.  The next Ward meeting will be in 
January and she would like to invite the Mayor to join them and to go over the 
concerns and issues that were brought up at the first Ward meeting.  She wants 
to see what’s been accomplished and what is yet to be accomplished and to see 
what the new issues might be. 
 
Ward 7 - Alderman Partigianoni 
 
He attended and spoke at the 55th Small Fry Annual Banquet.  Alderman Guido’s 
team went 8 and 0 and he was very proud.  His granddaughter’s team tied for 
first.  Over 200 individuals were in attendance.  The cheerleaders had to 
schedule on Monday night, or there would have been three hundred forty (340) 
there.  He received two (2) calls.  There was a report of five (5) street lights out.  
They have been replaced, but he asked the public to call the Police Department 
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twenty-four (24) hours a day.  Mike Preston’s department contacts them every 
morning to see which lights have been reported.  The best thing to do is to call 
Jim Sponaugle at City Hall and report the street lights to him during office hours.  
A crew will take care of the light shortly, within a few days.  He also received a 
call why he was away and he spoke to the Mayor already.  Also a lady contacted 
him in regards to ice falling off of a metal roof and if the City was liable.  He 
would try to get her an explanation.  The Community Center has scheduled for 
Nov. 26 at noon a family fun day and the 3rd Family Genealogy class will be Nov. 
28 at 6:30 pm.  Nancy Hansen and Anita Wright will be there.  There is also an 
exercise class for the Regina House residents, led by Rich Stock and Diane 
Almeda.  He also received a call that on Dec. 15, Legislator Barbara Lifton, the 
Rural Health Center is the topic and David Prume will be at the Community 
Center.  He also received a call from a resident regarding fears that there was an 
unsafe tree that might fall on her house.  He contacted Joe Compagni and 
explained the situation and took care of the tree.  He thanked him for his help. 
 
Ward 8 - Alderman Michales 
 
He attended the first SUNY Campus Veteran’s Day Service.  About one hundred 
twenty-five (125) people were in attendance.  There was an issue from a 
homeowner in regards to property damage from a truck.  It is still ongoing, but he 
hopes to have it resolved within a week or so.  His next Ward meeting will be on 
December 7 at 7:00 pm.  Some of the agenda items will be the Neighborhood 
Watch, budget issues and other neighborhood issues.  Hopefully this will be at 
the BOCES Center on Port Watson Street. 
 
RESOLUTION #122 OF 2005 - Approve a resolution authorizing the submission 
of an application for designation as a “Preserve America” community. 
 
By:   Alderman Morey 
Seconded:  Alderman Quail 
 
Approved:  Ayes - 7 
   Nays - 0 
 
Item No. 2 - Presentation by Butch Hyde regarding the Holiday Decoration 
Contest.
 
Mr. Hyde offered his congratulations to all of the recent election winners.  He 
loves Christmas and loves doing things for the City of Cortland.  There will be 
eight (8) winners, one (1) in each Ward.   If you want to be in the contest contact 
your Alderman.  From those eight (8) winners, an overall winner will then be 
chosen.  He is happy to announce tonight that he has heard from Stone Travel 
and they have donated a $250 gift certificate towards a vacation to be awarded 
to the winner.  He is still working on some more donations, so more prizes can be 
awarded.  He is looking at possibly the week of December 12, where the 
Alderman can pick the winners in each ward and then on the weekend of that 
week they can go out and pick the overall winner from that group.   On December 
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20, the prize can be presented.  Alderman Partigianoni noted that Mr. Hyde is the 
Chairman of that committee and other members are Kathleen Hennessey and 
Linda Kline.  He suggests that the Aldermen stay neutral and that another 
individual be chosen to go out and pick a single winner in each ward by 
December 12.  Each Alderman will provide a gift for their Ward winner and then 
pass that name along to the Committee and they will decide the overall winner. 
 
RESOLUTION #123 OF 2005 - Approve a resolution authorizing the 
reappointment of Wilma VanDee as a Commissioner of Deeds. 
 
By:   Alderman Partigianoni 
Seconded:  Alderman Faraoni 
 
Approved:  Ayes - 7 
   Nays - 0 
 
Item #4 - Approve a resolution authorizing the permanent use of the Water 
Works property for a cross-country ski program to be administered by the Youth 
Bureau. 
 
Note:  Discussion ensued during which the Council unanimously supported the 
resolution and did so by affirmative vote.  However, no motion was formally 
made, therefore the resolution has not been officially adopted. 
 
 
RESOLUTION #124 OF 2005 - Approve the confirmation of the Mayor’s 
appointment of Zenta Sabol to the Cortland Housing Authority Board to fill the 
unexpired term of Francis “Bud” Quinlan. 
 
By:   Alderman Partigianoni 
Seconded:  Alderman Michales 
 
Approved:  Ayes - 7 
   Nays - 0  
 
RESOLUTION #125 OF 2005 - Approve a resolution urging the Federal 
government to implement meaningful home energy assistance for the residents 
of the City of Cortland. 
 
By:   Alderman Terwilliger 
Seconded:  Alderman Faraoni 
 
Approved:  Ayes - 7 
   Nays - 0 
 
RESOLUTION #126 OF 2005 - Approve a resolution requesting State and 
Federal officials to investigate possible instances of price gouging, price fixing 
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and/or anti-trust violations by refineries, oil companies and home fuel and motor 
fuel distributors. 
 
By:   Alderman Michales 
Seconded:  Alderman Quail 
 
Approved:  Ayes - 7 
   Nays - 0 
 
RESOLUTION #127 OF 2005 - Approve a resolution designating the Tentative 
2006 General Fund Budget submitted by the Mayor as the Proposed 2006 
General Fund Budget; and further authorizing the scheduling of a Budget Public 
Hearing on December 6, 2005 at 7:00 PM. 
 
By:   Alderman Morey 
Seconded:  Alderman Terwilliger 
 
Approved:  Ayes - 7 
   Nays - 0 
 
Adjournment
 
By:   Alderman Terwilliger 
Seconded:  Alderman Quail 
 
Approved:  Ayes - 7 
   Nays - 0 
 
I, JOHN O. REAGAN, CITY CLERK OF THE CITY OF CORTLAND, NEW 
YORK, DO HEREBY CERTIFY THAT SAID RESOLUTIONS WERE ADOPTED 
AT A REGULAR MEETING OF THE COMMON COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF 
CORTLAND, HELD ON THE 15TH DAY OF NOVEMBER, 2005.  I FURTHER 
CERTIFY THE FOREGOING RESOLUTIONS WERE PRESENTED TO THE 
MAYUOR IN THE TIME REQUIRED. 
 
 
______________________________  __________________________ 
JOHN O. REAGAN, CITY CLERK  MAYOR THOMAS GALLAGHER 
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