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City Council Minutes August 17, 2004 
The City of Cortland, New York 

 
 
COUNCIL MEETING #15 
August 17, 2004 
Regular Business Meeting 
City Hall 
7:00PM 
 
PRESENT: Mayor Thomas Gallagher 
  Alderman Faraoni, Terwilliger, Morey, Guido, Feiszli, Quail, Partigianoni, and  
  Michales 
 
Staff present:  Director of Admin. & Finance Andrew Damiano, Corporation Counsel Lawrence  
    Knickerbocker, Deputy Clerk Jodi McLyman 
 
PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE TO THE FLAG 
 
PUBLIC COMMENT 
 
There was no one to speak. 
 
MINUTES of August 3, 2004.  
 
RESOLUTION #97 of 2004 – Approve the amended minutes of August 3, 2004. 
  
By:  Alderman Quail 
Seconded: Alderman Terwilliger 
   
Approved: Ayes – 8 
  Nays – 0 
   
BILLS  
 
Alderman Feiszli asks about the Coughlin & Gerhart bill.  It is noted it is regarding a labor case. 
She also questions the insurance line which Dir. Damiano notes is a bond for employees who 
handle money.  Alderman Guido questions the Cortland Housing Assistance Council grass and 
garbage bill.  Dir. Damiano explains we have a contract with CHAC to provide these services 
when a property is cited by the Code Office.  This is also the same program as snow removal.  It 
is calculated at an hourly rate plus a $25.00 administration fee. 
 
 
MAYOR’S REPORT 
 

• Attended Access to Independence awards ceremony.  Accepted plaque on behalf of 
the City of Cortland 
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• Attended Gutchess Lumber 100th anniversary celebration 
 
• Met with candidate for President of Cortland Memorial Hospital  
 
• Met with Dave Briggs, City Assessor, to discuss property values on Port Watson 

Street 
 
• Met with Linda Smith, Workers Coalition 
 
• Attended the first Tenants’ Association Meeting with Susan Feiszli.  Only two people 

attended. 
 
• Attended Tom Michales’ ward meeting on Neighborhood Watch.  Great presentation 

by Sergeant William Carpenter 
 
• Met with 30 loan officers from Tompkins County Trust to discuss the progress of the 

City and to answer any questions they had in anticipation of the construction of their 
new building on the Smith Corona parking lot 

 
• Attended the Brockway show, and awarded Best of Show plaques 
 
• Met with Bob Eckard and Garry VanGorder to discuss the downtown banner program.  

The Chamber will be taking the lead in cooperation with the City. 
 
• Interviewed twice by Channel 10 to discuss fire station location and construction of 

the new Eckard’s, and the City’s plans for the rest of the property 
 
• Met with Integreyted and C & S Engineering for presentations and contract costs for 

cleaning up the Noss Industrial Site (Wickwire) under New York State’s Brownfield 
Cleanup Site Program 

 
• Met with Linda Hartsock, Andy Damiano and Rayad Mahmoud to discuss the 

possibility of establishing a cheese processing plant in Cortland 
 
• Attended Business After Hours at the Cortland Country Club 
 
• The Cortland Sports Complex will be holding its ribbon cutting ceremony and 

dedication September 24th and 25th  
 
WARD REPORTS
 
Ward 1 – Alderman Faraoni 
 
He thanks all the City Departments especially the Youth Bureau for getting the 9’ x 12’ rolled up 
rug out of the creek.  Please don’t throw anything in the creek as it could cause flooding for 
neighbors. 
 
Ward 2 – Alderman Terwilliger 
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She held a ward meeting last Tuesday at the Birch Building.  It was well attended. They will be 
meeting on the 23rd at 7:00PM at the Birch Building.  There may be a presentation by Chief 
Nichols but that has not been confirmed at this time.  She received a complaint with regard to 
parked cars on the front lawn of a house on Pleasant St. in the student housing complex.  She 
wants to discourage this from becoming a habit with students.  If neighbors have a complaint, 
she urges them to call the Code Office. 
 
Ward 3 – Alderman Morey 
 
 
She attended the landscape committee and they are working on the new ordinance.  She also 
played golf with the Mayor in the YWCA golf tournament.  The YWCA is always looking for 
volunteers.  It’s been quiet in the 3rd ward.   
 
Ward 4 – Alderman Guido 
 
He had an issue with garbage and a tree but he has taken care of them. 
 
Ward 5 – Alderman Quail 
 
Reminder scheduled Sept. 12 from 1-3 is the 5th ward picnic.  He would like to compliment the 
apartment owners that did comply with the new code.  There are several signs still up but they 
will be coming down soon.  We have a situation on Fox Hollow where there was flooding.  There 
is property that gets a foot of water.  The mosquitoes are terrible.   
   
Ward 6 – Alderman Feiszli 
 
She attended the first associates meeting with the Mayor and she has booklets from the 
Attorney General.  One is the tenant’s rights guide and the other is the housing guide for senior 
citizens.  She attended two government evaluation committee meetings regarding the proposal 
to change the position of Treasurer to be an appointed County Comptroller rather than an 
Elected Treasurer.  There is a hearing August 19th at 6:00PM at the County Office Building to 
give the public the opportunity to voice their opinion on this proposed law.  She attended the 
Fire Commission board meeting and the Chamber of Commerce business after hours and the 
democratic executive committee.  Tomorrow evening at 6:00PM at City Hall there will be an 
informational ward meeting on the aquifer.  John Helgren who is an Engineer with DEC will be 
discussing locations of the Aquifer problem and possible solutions. 
 
Ward 7 – Alderman Partigianoni 
 
He also received a complaint with regard to the mosquitoes.  He called Scott Steve and he got 
the Health Department involved.  Comm. Faroani notes the main place to find them is in tires.  
The salt barn is now completed.  We received a grant for the materials.  The DPW crew did all 
the labor.  He commends them for the great job they did. He received a letter from the 
Cobblestone Church addressed to everyone that contributed for the successful completion of 
the project.  The Church also invites everyone to see the renovations.  He recognizes the 
volunteer group who has somewhat adopted Dexter Park.  They have donated their time to do 
shrubbery work.  He recognizes the new business at Pomeroy and Port Watson St.  He believes 
more improvements will be forthcoming.   
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Ward 8 – Alderman Michales 
 
He attended the Brockway Truck Show.  It was one of the largest turnouts yet.  This is being 
recognized as the John Potter Day.  He had his ward meeting last Thursday night.  It was well 
attended.  Sgt. Carpenter spoke on the neighborhood watch program.  We have moved forward 
in electing our co-captain and will proceed forward with the program.  He wants to extend the 
program to encompass other portions of the district and setting up meetings to formulate 
neighborhood watch in those districts.  He thanks Eric from WHXC, the Cortland Standard, and 
the television station for posting his ward meeting.  These people do an excellent job.  Suzanne 
Etherington was also a guest speaker at the ward meeting updating the public on the progress 
of the landscape and design ordinance.  He thanks the Code Office for taking care of issues on 
East Court and Hyatt Street and also the CPD for investigating issues on Hyatt St. parking.   
 
The Mayor notes we got turned down for the Farmer’s Market grant for the old Chinese 
restaurant space.  They have asked that we reapply and the Mayor has notified them they will 
continue to stay on Main St.   
 
AGENDA 
 
RESOLUTION #98 of 2004 – Authorize a resolution appropriating $5,000. in Community 
Development Program income to fund a microenterprise training program. 
 
By:  Alderman Morey 
Seconded: Alderman Quail 
 
Alderman Fieszli asks how much this cost for an applicant to apply.  The Mayor notes the BDC 
started this program.  It’s going to be $400-500 to get it started.  This is the basic we can do to 
help people do this.  Thoma will monitor the community development program. Alderman Quail 
asks where the money will come from.  Dir. Damiano notes it will come from the Community 
Development Program Income which is loan repayments from our revolving loan fund.  It is an 
eligible use according to HUD.  Alderman Fieszli asks who will do the training.  Dir. Damiano 
notes there are a number of organizations that do the training.   
 
Approved: Ayes – 8 
  Nays – 0 
 
RESOLUTION #99 of 2004 – Authorize the issuance of a permit for the use of a sound 
enhancing device by the Christian Assembly of God on August 26, 2004 from 1:00 to 9:00PM.  
Said resolution shall further authorize the waiver of the permit fee. 
 
By:  Alderman Partigianoni 
Seconded: Alderman Guido 
 
Approved: Ayes – 8 
  Nays – 0 
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Item No. 3 – Consideration of a Resolution to authorize the Mayor to enter into an agreement 
with Andrew J. Damiano to perform the duties of Director of Administration & Finance through 
December 31, 2007 with the discussed amendments.   
 
Alderman Faraoni wants to table this issue for two weeks because he would like to look at it 
more.  He just received it.  He doesn’t see too many changes but he would like to look at it.  The 
Mayor notes this has been going on since March.  Alderman Guido and Alderman Quail were on 
this committee.   
 
There is no second on the motion.  Alderman Quail would like to go into Executive Session to 
answer the questions.  Alderman Faraoni retracts his motion and the Council will go into 
Executive Session after the meeting. 
 
RESOLUTION #100 of 2004 – Authorize the Mayor to enter into a contract with Ottenshot 
Construction for the Groton Avenue Parking Lot Improvement Project (Low Bidder). 
 
By:  Alderman Michales 
Seconded: Alderman Terwilliger 
 
Dir. Damiano states the City is reconstructing the lot.  The project includes reconfiguring the 
parking spaces, grading the entire lot, landscaping, new sidewalks and curbing on Groton Ave. 
frontage, landscaping on the Orchard St. frontage, newly striped, adequate handicapped 
parking, and paved.  The Mayor comments we are meeting with the DBA on Friday morning at 
8:00AM for all the business that are involved.  He has contacted other parking lot owners asking 
for help to accommodate the overflow.  Dir. Damiano publicly thanks First Niagara Bank as they 
will be providing 30 spaces during the day and night and also McNeil Development will provide 
20 spaces at the old phone company location and the Medicine Shoppe property in the evening 
for parking.  The time frame is three weeks.  We have HUD funding and it has to be completed 
in three weeks.  There may be some money left to put a walkway through the 14 Main St. 
property so that we can tie the parking lot into Main St.    
 
Alderman Partigianoni asks if it will be reconfigured as there was a lot of wasted space.  This 
will resolve this.  The Engineer for the project is Tim Buhl.   
 
Approved:  Ayes – 8 
   Nays - 0 
 
EXECUTIVE SESSION
 
On the motion of Alderman Guido, seconded by Alderman Faraoni, voted and carried,  
 
RESOLVED TO GO INTO EXECUTIVE SESSION TO DISCUSS CONTRACT 
NEGOTIATIONS. 
 
On the motion of Alderman Morey, seconded by Alderman Faraoni, voted and carried,  
 
RESOLVED TO COME OUT OF EXECUTIVE SESSION AND INTO THE REGULAR 
SCHEDULED MEETING. 
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RESOLUTION #101 of 2004 – Authorize the Mayor to enter into an agreement with Andrew J. 
Damiano to perform the duties of Director of Administration & Finance through December 31, 
2007 with the discussed amendments.   
 
By:  Alderman Morey 
Seconded: Alderman Faraoni 
 
Approved: Ayes – 8 
  Nays – 0 
 
Alderman Quail would like the Coach of the Women’s handball team to give the Council a 
presentation. 
 
Adjournment. 
 
By:  Alderman Morey 
Seconded: Alderman Quail 
 
Approved: Ayes – 8 
  Nays – 0 
 
I, JOHN O. REAGAN, CITY CLERK OF THE CITY OF CORTLAND, NEW YORK DO HEREBY 
CERTIFY THAT SAID RESOLUTIONS WERE ADOPTED AT A REGULAR MEETING OF THE 
COMMON COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF CORTLAND, HELD ON THE 17th DAY OF AUGUST, 
2004.  I FURTHER CERTIFY THE FOREGOING RESOLUTIONS WERE PRESENTED TO 
THE MAYOR IN THE TIME REQUIRED. 
 
 
____________________________    ___________________________ 
JOHN O. REAGAN – CITY CLERK    MAYOR THOMAS GALLAGHER 


