
                  
City Council Minutes 
The City of Cortland 

 
August 15 2006 

 
Council Meeting #14 
August 15, 2006 
Regular Business Meeting 
City Hall 
7:00PM 
 
Present:  Alderman VanGorder, Terwilliger, DeCarlo, Quail,    
   Partigianoni and Michales 
 
Staff Present: Director of Admin. & Finance Andrew Damiano, 
   Corporation Counsel Lawrence Knickerbocker and 
   City Clerk John O. Reagan 
 
Public Hearing: Consideration of a Zoning Change from R4 to GB for   
   properties located at 32 River Street and the adjoining   
   Lucas property. 
 
Jean Brown of 34 River Street was present and asked for clarification as to what 
property was considered as 32 River Street.  She noted that 32 River Street was a little 
house and this had nothing to do with that little house.  There was no one else present 
who wished to comment and the Mayor closed the public hearing. 
 
Mayor Gallagher calls the fourteenth Common Council meeting of the year to order at 
7:05 PM. 
 
PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE TO THE FLAG 
 
Public Comment 
 
Mike Dexter was present to give an update on the damage Waterworks.  He wrote a 
letter to the newspaper expressing his disappointment in regards to damage that was 
done to the lights there.  This was not the first time and it’s been so frustrating.   Six (6) 
individuals have come forward to match the reward that he has offered which is now up 
to $700.  He pleaded with the public to be more vigilant.  Nine lights were damaged and 
he hoped that if anyone saw anything, that they would call the police.  He also asked 
that individuals who know anything, to please contact him in regards to the wreaths that 
were stolen.  Alderman Michales noted that he has offered an additional $100 to the 
reward that Mike is offering. 
 
Faye Welch of 1 Sunnyfield Drive and she is here to speak about the flooding that 
occurred not long ago.  Ever since the school district put a parking lot there, there has 
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been an enormous amount of flooding on that road.  The drainage hasn’t been working.  
On her property, she has a river five (5) feet wide going down the side of her property all 
the way down to another individual’s house on Fox Hollow.  That individual’s basement 
was flooded.  Those issues werenot there until the parking lot was put in.  Part of the 
problem is also proper maintenance of the road and the drains. 
 
Linda Riccardi spoke in regard to the flooding at her house.  She had pictures of the 
flooding due to the drainage that comes down into her area.  She has contacted Glen 
Goldwin in regards to this issue, he doesn’t always return her calls or deal with the 
issue.  The problem is getting worse and worse.  Corporation Counsel Knickerbocker 
stated that a meeting had been scheduled because of this concern for August 16, with 
the Mayor, Council for the Housing Authority, Mr. Goldwin and himself.  They will be 
trying to address what is transpiring and what is causing the flooding and how to resolve 
the problem.  It was noted that this is a private meeting. 
 
Eric Riccardi stated that he has no confidence in the Housing Authority.  For a number 
of years he has been getting the runaround on this.  They just put $10,000 into their 
basement and now it has to be gutted and done all over again.  He has no insurance, 
no FEMA, no help, nothing and it gets tiring to go through this three (3) or four (4) times 
a year and getting the same song and dance from the Housing Authority.  He has 
spoken with a couple of attorneys who a willing to take this on. He really doesn’t want to 
do that and hopes that this issue can be dealt with and the drainage problem solved and 
he would like some reimbursement for repairs to his basement.  This is not his fault, he 
didn’t make this problem.  All the drainage from the Housing Authority and the City 
owned property by the High School comes right towards his property.  He wants to be 
kept apprized of the outcome of tomorrow’s meeting.   
 
Marilee Tally is retired and on a fixed income.  She has resided the longest in the 
neighborhood, having lived there twenty-five (25) years and she has never had any 
flooding until this point.  She lives right next door to the parking lot that was installed 
several years ago.  It isn’t used by more than six (6) or seven (7) cars a day.  She had 
two (2) feet of water in her basement and had to contact the fire department to pump 
her out and then it reflooded.  She got a sump pump, lost her furnace and had to pay a 
plumber four thousand dollars ($4,000) to install it and she is not going through that 
again.  There is no reason to.  There are drains up above and she doesn’t think that 
they ever get cleaned out and there is a creek which was cleaned out last Wednesday.  
It was packed full and she wanted to know why this had been allowed to happen. 
 
Minutes of August 1, 2006
 
RESOLUTION #81 OF 2006 - Approve the minutes of August 1, 2006. 
 
By:   Alderman Quail 
Seconded:  Alderman Partigianoni 
 
Approved:  Ayes - 6 
   Nays - 0 
 
Bills were reviewed and received. 
 
Mayor’s Report 
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He recorded promo ad for Celtic Fest with Ces from the Youth Bureau as well as 
attended the Cable Commission meeting to draft final proposal for Time Warner Cable.  
He attended the ceremony in Auburn with Bernie Thoma to receive a $53,000 check for 
the canoe launch at Yaman Park.  He attended Brockway Truck Show as well as the 
Downtown Music Festival.  He attended the Chamber of Commerce breakfast at the 
Community for Ray Meier and John Boehner. 
 
He attended public hearing at Randall School for South End Strategic Plan.  He noted 
that Access to Independence will celebrate its 16th anniversary on August 17th at 2:00 
PM.  The Red Cross will be celebrating their 90 year anniversary on August 17 from 
6:00 to 8:00 PM.  He announced that the Cortland Regional Medical Center will be 
holding their annual Nightingale Run on Sunday, August 20th,   and that SUNY Cortland 
will be dedicating their new parking lot on August 23rd at 2:00 PM.  Also announced that 
Leadership Cortland will be celebrating its 10th anniversary at ETL on August 23rd from 
5:00 to 7:00 PM and the annual Celtic Fest will kick off August 26th at the Fairgrounds. 
 
Ward 1 - Alderman VanGorder 
 
She congratulated the Brockway Truck Show and the Downtown Music Series 
organizers for all of their hard work.  It’s been a good thing for Cortland.  She has been 
dealing with a lot of issues in her Ward.  There have been a lot of code issues and 
some other things going on.  She also noted that the Council will be setting a meeting 
date to organize some goals for themselves and this will be open to the public. 
 
Ward 2 - Alderman Terwilliger 
 
She felt that the Council setting goals for itself was a good thing and that would be 
announced.  She has received a couple of calls regarding recycling pick-up.  They are 
not picking up all of the plastics and then they are turning the baskets over and there 
has been a code issue she will be referring to the Code Office. 
 
Ward 4 - Alderman DeCarlo 
 
He was down at the Downtown Music Fest and heard a lot of positive comments from 
the public.  It was asked why it wasn’t being done later into the year, going into the Fall.  
He noted that it hadn’t been planned on.  He did get down to the Brockway Show and it 
was great to see all of the trucks that were built here.  Other than that, his Ward has 
been quiet. 
 
Ward 5 - Alderman Quail 
 
He has had some code issues and he asked Corporation Council to give him some 
guidance on signage on telephone poles.  He has some businesses that have been 
putting their signs up on telephone poles, nailing them about eight (8) feet high.  He 
asked what agency he needed to contact.  Corporation Council directed him to contact 
the Jim Sponaugle for assistance in who he should contact.  He noted that there is 
another meeting for the South End Strategic Planning Process on August 16, 2006 at 
7:00 PM at the Randall School and it is open to the public.  He also asked if more police 
officers could patrol the South End like they had last year.  There have been several 
situations and there are some disrespectful people sitting on porches and a stronger 
police presence might get their attention. 
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Ward 7 - Alderman Partigianoni 
 
He did not have a prepared report, but noted that there had been four (4) or five (5) 
code issues that had been resolved.  He received some comments on some of the 
agenda items for tonight’s meeting.  He also inquired as to an update from the Mayor 
regarding the timeline for the Cable Commission agreement with Time Warner.   The 
Mayor noted that this has been very time consuming and that the Council would be 
updated soon. 
 
Ward 8 - Alderman Michales 
 
He also attended the Brockway Truck Show and it was like an old home day.  He 
attended the Chamber of Commerce breakfast at the Community for Ray Meier and 
John Boehner.  He had some code related issues and he thanked the Code Office for 
getting right on those.  He noted that the Exotic Pet Committee made a house call 
regarding a permit for a ferret on Saturday.  He noted that Mr. Kimbell was being placed 
on the agenda tonight for a permit approval.  He noted that the Downtown Music Series 
had another successful year.  There was a large crowd present at all of their events.   
 
The Mayor passed around a copy of the new signage for the downtown parking lots.  He 
noted that the signage would be the same for all of the parking lots. 
 
RESOLUTION #82 OF 2006 - Consideration of a Resolution declaring the Common 
Council as the lead agency for the SEQR process for the proposed zoning change for 
the property located on River Street, tax map numbers 87.29-01-03.100 and 87.29-01-
09. 
 
Alderman Partigianoni stated that various people had approached him with their 
comments.  It was noted that they were able to make their comments known at the 
Public Commentary session.  Alderman Terwilliger asked for clarification as to which 
properties were being rezoned.  Corporation Counsel Knickerbocker asked that they be 
identified by tax map parcel numbers because there was a lack of an actual address on 
these properties.  Amy Bertini, Zoning Officer, noted that she had checked the tax map 
parcel numbers that were on the Short Environmental Assessment Form.  It was noted 
that this zoning change request was not affecting 32 River Street.   
 
The owner of 32 River Street, Jean Brown, wished to make some comments and was 
allowed to do so because she did not realize that the Public Hearing was the only 
opportunity she would have to make comments.  She noted that the vacant lot was sold 
nine (9) years ago and there was a rule that the vacant lot had to be kept mowed, at 
least once a year.  At one point, the City came down and mowed that field on her, when 
it was a farmer’s crop and she was going to be charged on her taxes for that.  She went 
up and complained loudly and told them it was being used as a farmer’s crop and she 
didn’t have to pay it on her taxes and the City never came down and mowed it again.  
However, she and her husband have mowed that field for years because they had been 
told that it was the law.  She also wants something done because they are totally 
overrun with skunks, woodchucks and the overgrowth of shrubs on that property is 
knocking down her back fence.  That lot has become a jungle and something should be 
done to maintain it better.  She doesn’t want her house made General Business.  
Alderman Partigianoni asked if there was anything in the Code stating when a yard 
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should be mowed.  Andrew Damiano noted that he thought there was a reference to 
actual height of grass in the Code and someone would get back to Ms. Brown in that 
regard.   
 
The State Environmental Quality Review Short Environmental Assessment Form was 
then reviewed and a negative declaration was issued. 
 
 
By:   Alderman Quail 
Seconded:  Alderman Partigianoni 
 
Approved:  Ayes - 6 
   Nays - 0 
 
RESOLUTION #83 OF 2006 - Completion of the short form SEQR review process 
pursuant to agenda item #1 and authorizing Mayor Gallagher to sign the SEQR. 
 
By:   Alderman Quail 
Seconded:  Alderman Terwilliger 
 
Approved:  Ayes - 6 
   Nays - 0 
 
RESOLUTION #84 OF 2006 -  Consideration of a Resolution approving a zoning 
change from R-4 to GB for the properties located on River Street, listed as tax map 
numbers 87.29-01-03.100 and 87.29-01-09.   
 
By:   Alderman Partigianoni 
Seconded:  Alderman DeCarlo 
 
Approved:  Ayes - 6 
   Nays - 0 
 
RESOLUTION #85 OF 2006 - Consideration of a Resolution authorizing the Mayor to 
enter into an agreement with the New York State Department of Transportation relating 
to the relocation of one (1) hydrant to facilitate the Route 13 over the Tioughnioga River 
Bridge Replacement Project (no cost to the City). 
 
Alderman Quail asked if the City would be absolved of all liability in regards to this.  
Andy Damiano noted that the NYS DOT was taking full responsibility for this permanent 
relocation.  Doug Withey has reviewed the list of building materials and has approved 
them. 
 
By:   Alderman VanGorder 
Seconded:  Alderman Quail 
 
Approved:  Ayes - 6 
   Nays - 0 
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RESOLUTION #86 OF 2006 - Consideration of a Resolution to approve the Exotic Pet 
Permit application for Garrett Ciotoli and Julie Stowell of 10 Lincoln Avenue to harbor a 
pet ferret. 
 
Alderman Michales as a representative of the Animal Committee has visited the 
premises and is recommending approval. 
 
By:   Alderman Michales 
Seconded:  Alderman DeCarlo 
 
Approved:  Ayes - 6 
   Nays - 0 
 
The Mayor passed out information regarding rehabbed properties on Clayton Avenue 
and urged people to go out to visit the area.  He also noted that students are demanding 
nicer places to live.  It has been nice to see a resurgence of pride in the City. 
 
RESOLVED TO GO INTO EXECUTIVE SESSION TO DISCUSS A CONTRACTUAL 
MATTER. 
 
By:   Alderman DeCarlo 
Seconded:  Alderman VanGorder 
 
Approved:  Ayes - 6 
   Nays - 0 
 
RESOLVED TO COME OUT OF EXECUTIVE SESSION AND INTO THE REGULAR 
SCHEDULED MEETING. 
 
By:   Alderman DeCarlo 
Seconded:  Alderman Terwilliger 
 
Approved:  Ayes - 6 
   Nays - 0 
 
Adjournment 
 
By:   Alderman Terwilliger 
Seconded:  Alderman VanGorder 
 
Approved:  Ayes - 6 
   Nays - 0 
 
I, JOHN O. REAGAN, CITY CLERK OF THE CITY OF CORTLAND, NEW YORK, DO 
HEREBY CERTIFY THAT SAID RESOLUTIONS WERE ADOPTED AT A REGULAR 
MEETING OF THE COMMON COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF CORTLAND, HELD ON 
THE 15TH DAY OF AUGUST 2006.  I FURTHER CERTIFY THE FOREGOING 
RESOLUTIONS WERE PRESENTED TO THE MAYOR IN THE TIME REQUIRED. 
 
________________________________  _______________________________ 
JOHN O. REAGAN - CITY CLERK  MAYOR THOMAS GALLAGHER 


