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City Council Minutes July 20, 2004 
The City of Cortland, New York 

 
 
COUNCIL MEETING #13 
July 20, 2004 
Regular Business Meeting 
City Hall 
7:00PM 
 
PRESENT: Mayor Thomas Gallagher 
  Alderman Faraoni, Terwilliger, Morey, Guido, Quail, Partigianoni, Feiszli and  
  Michales 
 
Staff present:  Director of Admin. & Finance Andrew Damiano, Corporation Counsel Lawrence  
    Knickerbocker, City Clerk, John O. Reagan. 
 
PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE TO THE FLAG 
 
PUBLIC COMMENT 
 
Mike Dexter gives a brief overview of the tree trimming policy. 
 
MINUTES of July 6, 2004.  
 
Alderman Michales correction is noted and made. 
 
RESOLUTION #85 of 2004 – Approve the amended minutes of July 6, 2004. 
  
By:  Alderman Partigianoni 
Seconded: Alderman Quail 
   
Approved: Ayes – 8 
  Nays – 0 
   
BILLS  
 
Bills are received.   
 
MAYOR’S REPORT 
 

• Met with high school graduate to discuss City government, relationship with City 
departments and met with department heads 

 
• Attended Barry field dedication to Dave Guido 
 
• Met with CMH CEO search committee for final interviews for CMH president 
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• Met with Jim Seward to discuss state and local concerns with health insurance, City 

pension payment and late state budget 
 
• Attended TC3 Board Development Program 
 
• Participated in the Camp Arco Program at Suggett Park 
 
• Attended the Fireman’s Parade and Downtown Music Series 

 
• The Mayor notes the Landscape and Design Committee pulled the weeds and raked 

the gravel in the City Lot at 14 Main St. 
 
WARD REPORTS
 
Ward 1 – Alderman Faraoni 
 
He thanks the Landscape and Design Commission for appearing and drafting the tree ordinance 
document.  Thanks all the City Departments as he has used them over the last two weeks. 
 
Ward 2 – Alderman Terwilliger 
 
We are having a ward/neighborhood meeting at the Birch Building on Tuesday, July 27th at 
7:00PM.  They will be discussing a neighborhood watch organization and other ward issues.  
She received an email concerning some issues with flood zoning and she will take care of this.  
She has also received several complaints regarding stray cats.   
 
Ward 3 – Alderman Morey 
 
She also attended the parade.  It was nice to see all the different fire companies and the bands.  
She went to the concert series on Friday night.  It was well attended.  She met with the 
accessibility committee.  They are focusing on a ten block area around the senior building, Main 
St. and towards the YMCA and making the parking lot and curbs more accessibility.  At the 
corner of Groton and Main St., the garbage can is pulled in front of the cross walk push button.  
It needs to be moved to the other side.  There is a big tree on the corner of James and 
Tompkins St. she believes it is in the right-of-way but because of so much rain it has been 
hanging in the road.   
 
Ward 4 – Alderman Guido 
 
He attended the Fireman’s parade.  He appreciates everyone’s kind words with regard to the 
dedication in his father’s memory.   
   
Ward 5 – Alderman Quail 
 
He did not attend the Fireman’s parade but did watch it from home.  There will be a 5th ward 
meeting July 26th at 6:30PM at the Cortland Youth Bureau.  We will discuss currency issues.  
Don Chambers will stop by and we will review the South Main St. progress.  He attended the 
Cortland High School program with Garry VanGorder giving the Cortland High School students 
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career advisement.  They talked about what to look forward to in the community as far as job 
opportunities, different locations, and to get involved with the community and make it a better 
place.  He also thanks the City Department Heads for taking care of his issues.  
 
Ward 6 – Alderman Feiszli 
 
She attended the Cortland County Legislatures Evaluation Committee to discuss the pros and 
cons of downsizing local government.  She received a letter with regard to the Reikers Center 
intent to develop and operate a community residence at the property located at 214 Clinton Ave.  
If approved the residence would house 5 people with developmental disabilities.  If anyone has 
any concerns, please contact Alderman Feiszli prior to July 31, 2004.  A constituent of hers has 
developed a tenant committee.  Her first meeting will be August 8th at 7:00PM.  Her next ward 
meeting will be announced at the next Council meeting.  It will be regarding the aquifer.  She will 
be having two speakers, one who is for and one who is against.   
 
Ward 7 – Alderman Partigianoni 
 
There have been four trees planted at Dexter Park.  NIMO took 2 trees down for us.  He 
believes the City received another tree grant.  The seniors must renew the application for the 
STAR program.  The old timer’s softball game is tomorrow night at Meldrim Field.  He has had 
concerns about Salisbury St.  They are holding their annual outing in the near future.  The City 
of Cortland will host the NYS modified softball championship.  There are 25 teams registered.  
They will advance 6 teams to a national tournament.  He acknowledges the letter written to the 
Mayor concerning 32 Pomeroy St.  The house on the property is boarded up.    
 
Ward 8 – Alderman Michales 
 
He thanks Alderman Guido for reading his ward report.  He attended the Fireman’s Parade.  
The parade officials were going to cancel because of the weather but the Fireman took charge 
and marched on.  He received phone call regarding code violations in the Hyatt St. area.  The 
Code Office has issued several citations and the issues are being corrected.  There is a tree 
issue on 36 East Ave.  He asked if Mike can take a look at this.  He has talked with residents in 
the Randall, Williams, and Church St. area with regard to the suspicious individual that has 
resurfaced.  This individual is known to the City Police Department and residents are urged to 
watch their children closely.  The residents are trimming their trees that hang over the walkways.  
His next ward meeting is scheduled for Thursday, August 5th at 7:15PM at City Hall.  He will be 
talking about the neighborhood watch program with Sgt. Carpenter.   
 
AGENDA 
 
RESOLUTION #86 of 2004 – Authorize the conveyance of the property located at 42 Crandall 
Street to Morgan A. and Jennifer B. Jones for the sum of $4,193.00. 
 
Alderman Quail is concerned that the timeframe isn’t until next year.  The property is going to be 
sold at a reasonable price.  What insurance do we have they are going to do these repairs.  
Director Damiano notes the closing will be contingent on either the issuance of a demo permit or 
a building permit.  They need to secure the building in order to do interior work.  Alderman Quail 
states there is no assurance in writing.  Director Damiano notes that the buyers are very anxious 
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to proceed and have phoned him daily.  He also notes the Planning Commission met tonight 
and recommends the adoption of this resolution. 
 
By:  Alderman Partigianoni 
Seconded: Alderman Feiszli 
 
Approved: Ayes – 8 
  Nays – 0 
 
RESOLUTION #87 of 2004 – Authorize the Mayor to enter into an agreement with the Cortland 
City Improvement Corporation for the administration of the downtown parking permit program.  
 
The Mayor notes we have had several meetings with regard to this.  Alderman Michaels asks if 
the committee thought about lowering the price to get more individual on board.  Mike Anderson 
speaks and feels $3.00 is a fair price in comparison to other cities.  He would like to market this 
more aggressively.  There are 156 permits issued at the present time.  It is $12.00 per month.  
The applications are at Joe Durring’s office.  Alderman Michales would like to get money to 
some of the things the City has been neglecting such as the tennis courts. 
 
By:  Alderman Morey 
Seconded: Alderman Faraoni 
 
Approved: Ayes – 8 
  Nays - 0 
 
RESOLUTION #88 of 2004 – Authorize the acceptance of a Homeland Security Grant by the 
Fire Department in the amount of $8,190.00, and appropriating said funds to Account Number 
A3410.41900 (fire prevention). 
 A510 Estimated Revenues, A4389 Federal Aid, Fire $8,190.00 
 A960 Appropriations, A3410.41900 Fire Prevention   $8,190.00 
 
By:  Alderman Faraoni 
Seconded: Alderman Morey 
 
Approved: Ayes – 8 
  Nays – 0 
 
RESOLUTION #89 of 2004 – Approve the conveyance of the City-owned parcel located on the 
corner of South Franklin Street and Port Watson Street to the IDA/BDC in order for that agency 
to be the marketing agent. 
 
The Mayor notes the City looked at this property with interest.  We looked at marketing this 
property for commercial development in light of the fact Eckerd was going to be there.  We want 
to convey this to the IDA/BDC and let them market this property.  We will pay the expenses to 
tear down the property.  The property will be worth more if it is a clean piece of property.  There 
will be a quarter of an acre buffer between Eckerd’s and the donut box.  We have interest in the 
property.  All the proceeds will go to the City.   
 
By:  Alderman Partigianoni 
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Seconded: Alderman Guido 
 
Approved: Ayes – 8 
  Nays – 0 
 
RESOLUTION #90 of 2004 – Authorize the Mayor to enter into a contract with James & Son 
Construction Co., Inc. for the Fire Station Apparatus Floor Replacement Project (low bidder). 
 
Alderman Quail notes the significant difference in the low bidder.  Director Damiano comments 
the project was discussed with the low bidder and he was confident he could do the project for 
that amount.  We also have a budget for supervision by our engineering consultant C & S.  
Performance requirements will be in the contract.  Alderman Guido asks if we come in under the 
bonded amount what happens to the money.  Director Damiano explains we can pay on the 
debt or the Council can authorize projects that are consistent with the authority granted in the 
bond issue.  
 
By:  Alderman Feiszli 
Seconded: Alderman Quail 
 
Approved: Ayes – 8 
  Nays - 0 
 
RESOLUTION #91 of 2004 – Authorize the closure of Main Street, from Groton/Clinton Avenues 
to Port Watson Street, on August 7, 2004, from 7:00AM to 4:30PM, in order to stage the 5th 
Annual Brockway Truck Show. 
 
Alderman Quail received several phone calls regarding cups and trash on the street and asks if 
there are plans to clean up the day before?  Director Damiano notes they do have street 
cleaning planned and scheduled prior to the event and the following Monday.   
 
By:  Alderman Faraoni 
Seconded: Alderman Michales 
 
Approved: Ayes – 8 
  Nays – 0 
 
RESOLUTION #92 of 2004 – Authorize the closure of Glenn Street in order to stage their 
Annual Neighborhood Picnic on August 1, 2004 from noon to 5:00PM. 
 
By:  Alderman Morey 
Seconded: Alderman Terwilliger 
 
Approved: Ayes – 8 
  Nays – 0 
 
Alderman Morey thanks Andy for getting her the financials she requested. 
 
EXECUTIVE SESSION
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On the motion of Alderman Quail, seconded by Alderman Guido, voted and carried,  
 
RESOLVED TO GO INTO EXECUTIVE SESSION TO DISCUSS CONTRACT 
NEGOTIATIONS. 
 
On the motion of Alderman Faraoni, seconded by Alderman Terwilliger, voted and carried,  
 
RESOLVED TO COME OUT OF EXECUTIVE SESSION AND INTO THE REGULAR 
SCHEDULED MEETING. 
 
 Adjournment. 
 
By:  Alderman Terwilliger 
Seconded: Alderman Guido 
 
Approved: Ayes – 8 
  Nays – 0 
 
I, JOHN O. REAGAN, CITY CLERK OF THE CITY OF CORTLAND, NEW YORK DO HEREBY 
CERTIFY THAT SAID RESOLUTIONS WERE ADOPTED AT A REGULAR MEETING OF THE 
COMMON COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF CORTLAND, HELD ON THE 20th DAY OF JULY, 
2004.  I FURTHER CERTIFY THE FOREGOING RESOLUTIONS WERE PRESENTED TO 
THE MAYOR IN THE TIME REQUIRED. 
 
____________________________    ___________________________ 
JOHN O. REAGAN – CITY CLERK    MAYOR THOMAS GALLAGHER 


