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City Council Minutes June 15, 2004 
The City of Cortland, New York 

 
 
COUNCIL MEETING #11 
June 15, 2004 
Regular Business Meeting 
City Hall 
7:00PM 
 
PRESENT: Mayor Thomas Gallagher 
  Alderman Faraoni, Terwilliger, Morey, Guido, Partigianoni, Feiszli, and   
  Michales 
 
EXCUSED: Alderman Quail 
 
Staff present:  Director of Admin. & Finance Andrew Damiano, Corporation Counsel Lawrence  
    Knickerbocker, City Clerk, John O. Reagan. 
 
PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE TO THE FLAG 
 
PUBLIC COMMENT 
 
MINUTES of May 18, 2004.  
 
RESOLUTION #71 of 2004 – Approve the minutes of May 18, 2004. 
  
By:  Alderman Faraoni 
Seconded: Alderman Terwilliger 
   
Approved: Ayes – 7 
  Nays – 0 
   
BILLS  
 
Bills are received.   
 
MAYOR’S REPORT 

 
• Attended Cortland Housing Authority commission meeting at the Senior Citizen’s 

Building. 
• Met with Suit Kote for proposal to either seal Yaman Park parking lot and/or repave. 
• Met with Rich Strong from Time Warner Cable to discuss upcoming contract. 
• Met with Chris Latulippe, head coach of the United States Women’s Handball Team. 
• Attended Tom Michales’ eighth ward meeting at BOCES. 
• Attended the Zonta Woman of the Year Award celebration at Tinelli’s.  Presented 

Catherine Bertini a proclamation and key to the City. 
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• Attended the Cortland Network Business meeting at the Hampton Inn. 
• Attended Business After Hours at HSBC. 
• Met with Assemblywoman Barbara Lifton to discuss construction of a new fire station 

and the intermodal transportation program for Suit Kote. 
• Attended Auburn common council meeting with Chris Bistocchi for an overview of the 

City of Cortland’s blue bag program. 
• Attended Veterans’ Prayer Breakfast at American Legion. 
• Attended Dairy Breakfast at the Martin and Marianne Young farm in Cuyler, New 

York. 
• Met with Sue Lewis to discuss concerns of Access to Independence. 
• Rode on the fire truck in the Dairy Parade. 
• Attended spaghetti dinner for the Cancer Relay for Life Program. 
• Met with members of the CCIC to discuss proposal for new contract for the parking 

permit program. 
• Attended the Downtown Business Association meeting, and discussed the current 

employee parking in front of their stores problem. 
• Met with Andy Damiano, Walter Rich and Linda Hartsock to discuss concerns with the 

upkeep of the railroad and timeliness of trains at Port Watson and Clinton crossings. 
• Attended Business After Hours at CRT. 
• Welcomed Empire State Senior Athletes at SUNY Park Center. 
• Attended ribbon cutting for gazebo at Yaman Park. 
• Attended Randall School for unveiling of their new sign. 
• Attended St. Anthony’s Day celebration. 
• Met with prospective candidates for president of Cortland Memorial Hospital, and 

gave them a tour of the City. 
 
WARD REPORTS
 
Ward 1 –Alderman Faraoni   
 
The Dairy Parade was great.  The St. Anthony’s Day celebration was very well attended.  He will 
let Alderman Partigianoni elaborate on this. 
 
Ward 2 – Alderman Terwilliger 
 
She attended the Dairy Parade.  She was approached by Judy Chamberlain to possibly have 
flags displayed on Main St.  She suggested possibly from Memorial Day to July 4th.  She had a 
call with regard to tree removal on the corner of Jewett and Grace St.  She had a call from a 
concerned citizen with regard to children playing in the creek near 79-81 Lincoln Ave.  She has 
been approached by downtown business people to have table and chairs outside their 
establishments.  She has had numerous complaints about a business on the corner of Groton 
Ave. and Main St. known as Beyond Balloons.  The complainants refer to it as “unsightly and 
hazardous conditions”.  It is filled to the brim with junk.    
 
Ward 3 – Alderman Morey 
 
She has had a lot of complaints about Ottercreek.  Andy explains they are going to do surface 
paving.  She states there is a lot of dust and asks if seed can be planted.  She attended the 
Dairy Parade.  She wants to add some items to the agenda for the next Council meeting.  She 
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wants the Common Council meetings televised.  Also, the Landscape and Design Committee 
would like a resolution passed with regard to trees and the article adopted in the Code.  Andy 
comments this is an extensive project and there are controversial items that we need to take a 
look at.  A brief discussion ensues regarding the Fire Station.  A work session will be scheduled 
in the near future.  She will be having a ward meeting to discuss the Glenn St. project.  She 
does not have a date as of yet.  She requested a financial report to be delivered by Andy by the 
end of July.   
 
Ward 4 – Alderman Guido 
 
He congratulates the Senior Athletes.  He congratulates the Cortland High School Seniors and 
the retirees.  Mrs. Battie had 41 years in.  The Relay for Life is Friday night and Saturday 
morning.  He did attend St. Anthony’s.  He missed out on his canolli. 
 
Ward 5 – Alderman Quail 
 
Alderman Morey reads Alderman’s Quail report.  He attended the City, Town, and Village 
meeting on May 20.  Good discussion by all on numerous topics including electronic voting and 
recycling.  Had the honor of announcing this years Cortland Youth Bureau Youth of the year.  
This award went to Kim Huston.  She has volunteered many hours and organized events for the 
community.  She is a terrific role model for our youth.  Attended the Water Festival.  It was a 
great turnout.  Thanks to the City Firefighters for a very professional job in containing the fire on 
South Ave.  It very well could have spread to neighboring houses.  Hats off to the Code 
Department for quickly addressing the danger of this house and having it demolished.   
 
Ward 6 – Alderman Feiszli 
 
Her next ward meeting will be at the Armory on June 30th at 6:00PM.  The guest speaker will be 
the Executive Director for the local Red Cross.  We will talk about what we can do to prepare 
ourselves and our families for different types of disasters.   
  
Ward 7 – Alderman Partigianoni 
 
St. Anthony’s was a great event.  It was the 75th anniversary.  The food was great.  The Code is 
working on the problem on Saulisbury St.  He wants to add a street closing for the Volunteer 
Fireman’s competition to the agenda.  The lighting at Meldrim Field has been improved.  The 
Mayor thanks NIMO for helping to clean and change the bulbs in the lights.  The Senior Games 
went well.  There were a few glitches but all and all it went well.   
 
Ward 8 - Alderman Michales 
 
He attended the Dairy Parade and Memorial Day Parade.  He also had a call with regard to the 
flags in Downtown Cortland.  He attended the Wastewater tour that Alderman Fieszli 
orchestrated.  It was very interesting.  Some of the Wastewater filters cost up to $20,000. each.  
Some of them will need to be replaced shortly.  He had a ward meeting.  It was very well 
attended.  Mayor Gallagher and Amy Bertini were in attendance.  They also talked about a 
neighborhood watch program.  Thanks the Code Office for taking care of an issue on East Court 
Street.  He took the Armory tour and plans to have a ward meeting there.  He is still pursuing 
vets groups with regard to the Armory.  The 8th ward has had an individual in the neighborhood 



June 15, 2004 
 

 4

that has been aggressive towards children.  The police have been notified.  It is an on going 
investigation.   
 
The Mayor comments that several years ago the Mayor purchased flags for every pole in the 
City.  They lasted about 8 months.  They got pulled down, bent, and stolen.  With the baskets 
and banners up already, it might be difficult.  He does agree, the flags do look nice.  The 
demolition on Tompkins St. will begin tomorrow.   
 
AGENDA 
 
RESOLUTION #72 of 2004 – Approval of the Community Development Loan to Family Health 
Network. 
 
This will be a dental clinic to be located where the old phone building was across from the 
Hollywood.  Linda Armstrong notes it was reviewed today by the loan committee.   
 
By:  Alderman Partigianoni 
Seconded: Alderman Guido 
 
Approved: Ayes – 7 
  Nays - 0 
 
RESOLUTION #73 of 2004 – Authorize the Mayor to execute a contract with Stub’s Tree 
Removal for tree and stump removal services. 
 
By:  Alderman Guido 
Seconded: Alderman Partigianoni 
 
Approved: Ayes – 7 
  Nays – 0 
 
RESOLUTION #74 of 2004 – Authorize budget amendments in the Youth Bureau in order to 
accept a number of donations, and to appropriate said funds to specific accounts.  (See 
attached). 
 
By:  Alderman Morey 
Seconded: Alderman Partigianoni 
 
Approved: Ayes – 7 
  Nays - 0 
 
RESOLUTION #75 of 2004 – The Common Council shall establish a rate of $5.00 per exotic 
pet.   
 
By:  Alderman Faraoni 
Seconded: Alderman Michales 
 
Approved: Ayes – 6 
  Nays – 0 
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  Abstain – 1 (Feiszli) 
 
RESOLUTION #76 of 2004 – Approve the requests for exotic pet permits submitted by the 
following applicants.   

A. Audie Cole & Beth Rusin 
B. The Feiszli family 
C. Richard & Tina Fox 
 

By:  Alderman Faraoni 
Seconded: Alderman Guido 
 
Approved: Ayes – 6 
  Nays – 0 
  Abstains – 1 (Feiszli) 
 
RESOLUTION #77 of 2004 – Authorize the closing of Euclid Avenue on August 21, 2004 from 
noon to 9:00PM to hold the 12th Annual Euclid Avenue Street Picnic. 
 
By:  Alderman Feiszli 
Seconded: Alderman Morey 
 
Approved: Ayes – 7 
  Nays – 0 
   
RESOLUTION #78 of 2004 – Authorize the issuance of $300,000.00 in serial bonds to finance 
the replacement of the apparatus floor in the main fire station. 
 
By:  Alderman Partigianoni 
Seconded: Alderman Guido 
 
Alderman Guido asks how long the bonds will be financed for.  Director Damiano notes they are 
one year renewable serial bonds.  The intent is to roll it into the larger financing eventually for 
the fire station project.  Alderman Morey notes the Council has not received financial information  
as of yet.   
 
Roll Call vote. 
 
Alderman Faraoni  Aye  Alderman Quail  Excused 
Alderman Terwilliger Aye  Alderman Feiszli  Aye 
Alderman Morey  Aye  Alderman Partigianoni Aye 
Alderman Guido  Aye  Alderman Michales  Aye 
 
Approved: Ayes – 7 
  Nays – 0 
  Excused – 1 Quail 
 
Item No. 7 – Discussion regarding aquifer protection. 
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Alderman Guido refers to the Master Plan of 1991.  Some of the issues in the Plan have been 
addressed such as the Rosen Site and Smith Corona.  He asks if we as a Council should draft a 
letter or have a meeting with Cortlandville expressing concerns of development over the aquifer, 
which is our sole source of drinking water for the City.  The Mayor notes we need to make sure 
Cortlandville does all they can do to protect the Cities drinking water.   
 
Arnold Talentino along with Jo Schaffer addresses the Council.  He was moved to this because 
of talking to various people at the water fair.  People are curious as to what they can do.  Mr. 
Talentino has advised them they should attend a hearing at Cortlandville.  This could be a 
problem of drastic severity that we should dare not forget about it.   
 
Jo Schaffer states in her letter she opposes the appropriate sections of the Master Plan of 1991.  
The fact is that 13 years ago this was a major concern and now there is a proposition before the 
Cortlandville board about that land and the use of that land.  It becomes even more important to 
us at this time.  She is hoping the Council will see fit to communicate your concerns for the 
welfare of our community to the Cortlandville board.  In 1986 wells outside the City were 
discovered to contain low levels of hazardous materials.  In response to this the City installed air 
strippers.  She feels we need to address the vulnerability of the water supply.  The aquifer from 
which the City receives its water is a sole source aquifer.   
 
The Federal Government found Walmart has been found twice in the last two years to be in 
violation of the clean water act for contamination of storm run off in 24 of their sites in nine 
states.  If they do it at 24 sites, it means they are not paying attention to this issue.   This is the 
time for the Council to step up and say there are concerns from the City about what Cortlandville 
does.  How you do it is a very touchy proposition.   
 
A brief discussion ensues with regard to CAPE and its members.  Alderman Guido notes he 
attended one presentation last spring at the Cortlandville Fire Station.  It was regarding where 
the water comes in the aquifer and how it works.  He would like to talk about how we can 
diplomatically approach the town of Cortlandville and express our concern.  The Mayor explains 
the City has a well head protection program.  Mr. Talentino comments that once the aquifer is 
contaminated it will remain contaminated for a very long time.  He also discusses how the 
contamination could occur i.e. cars, oil, road salt, etc.  It is decided a group will be comprised of 
Council members to meet with Cortlandville. 
 
RESOLUTION #79 of 2004 – Authorize street closure of N. Franklin St. and East Garfield St. to 
thru traffic on Sunday July 18, 2004 from 8:00AM to 1:00PM for a Firematic Skill Competition. 
 
 By:  Alderman Partigianoni 
Seconded: Alderman Faraoni 
 
Alderman Partigianoni comments he received a letter and some phone calls.  He checked with 
the residents on East Garfield and Franklin St.  The volunteer Fire Dept. will have their 
competition and the residents will have access to their driveways.  They want to close the street 
from 8:00AM to 1:00PM for thru traffic.  He spoke to some of his constituents and they did not 
object to it.   
   
Approved: Ayes – 7 
  Nays – 0 
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Director Damiano notes he issued a memo with regard to refunding of bond issues.  There are 
three bond issues that if we pay them early, we could save $140,000.00 in debt service over the 
next 15 years.  The bond market is possibly favorable now.  He may propose that we adopt a 
bond resolution to refund those three bonds and create a new issue and save $140,000.00.  
Most of the savings would accrue to the water fund because the largest issue we will be 
refunding is the 1996 issue which was borrowed on behalf of the water board.  This will come at 
a good time as we need to address the loss of the Buckbee Mears revenue.  He further stated 
that the issuance of refunding bonds will depend upon the fluctuations of the market and interest 
rates.  If the market is not favorable, he will not recommend that we proceed. 
 
Adjournment. 
 
By:  Alderman Terwilliger 
Seconded: Alderman Faraoni 
 
Approved: Ayes – 7 
  Nays – 0 
 
I, JOHN O. REAGAN, CITY CLERK OF THE CITY OF CORTLAND, NEW YORK DO HEREBY 
CERTIFY THAT SAID RESOLUTIONS WERE ADOPTED AT A REGULAR MEETING OF THE 
COMMON COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF CORTLAND, HELD ON THE 15th DAY OF JUNE, 
2004.  I FURTHER CERTIFY THE FOREGOING RESOLUTIONS WERE PRESENTED TO 
THE MAYOR IN THE TIME REQUIRED. 
 
____________________________    ___________________________ 
JOHN O. REAGAN – CITY CLERK    MAYOR THOMAS GALLAGHER 


