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City Council Minutes May 18, 2004 
The City of Cortland, New York 

 
 
COUNCIL MEETING #10 
May 18, 2004 
Regular Business Meeting 
City Hall 
7:00PM 
 
PRESENT: Mayor Thomas Gallagher 
  Alderman Faraoni, Terwilliger, Morey, Guido, Quail, Partigianoni, Feiszli, and  
  Michales 
 
Staff present:  Director of Admin. & Finance Andrew Damiano, Corporation Counsel Lawrence  
    Knickerbocker, City Clerk, John O. Reagan. 
 
PUBLIC HEARING 
 
Consideration of Local Law No. 2 of 2004 – Tax exemption for persons with disabilities and 
limited incomes.  
 
There was no one to speak; therefore the public hearing was closed.  
 
PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE TO THE FLAG 
 
PUBLIC COMMENT 
 
Mike Dexter of Cedar Street addresses the Council with regard to the Armory.  He comments 
that he is a veteran of the United States Navy and the Armory has been used for our National 
Guard for approximately 40 years.  He would like the new name to include “veteran” in the name 
in some capacity.  
 
MINUTES of the January 21, 2003, February 4, 2003 and May 4, 2004 meeting
 
RESOLUTION #61 of 2004 – Approve the minutes of January 21, 2003, February 4, 2003, and 
May 4, 2004. 
  
By:  Alderman Morey 
Seconded: Alderman Faraoni 
   
Approved: Ayes – 8 
  Nays – 0 
  Abstain – 1  (Alderman Feiszli abstains from the Jan. 2003 and Feb. 2003  
    minutes as she was not in office at the time). 
 
BILLS  
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Bills are received.   
 
MAYOR’S REPORT 

 
The Mayor notes qualified applicants have applied for housing rehabilitation assistance under 
the Slum and Blight Program.  The name of the couple is Mr. & Mrs. Dan Bush of 112 Clinton 
Ave.  Program income is generated from HUD funds.  HUD regulation 24 CFR 570.611 prohibits 
the participation of any employee, agent, officer, elected or appointed official or any person with 
whom they have business or family ties from participating in the CDBG Program without a 
waiver of Conflict of Interest requirements.  Mrs. Bush’s brother, Thomas Root, is an employee 
with the City Water Department.   
 

• The Mayor notes he has to make this disclosure publicly.   
• Met with John Dougherty, Director of the Empire State Senior Games to discuss 

logistics of the week-long event.  
• Invited to attend Hage Real Estate sales meeting to discuss City’s outlook. 
• Guest speaker at the Cayuga Medical Center ribbon cutting. 
• Made presentations to CHS senior You and the Law class on issues and regulations 

for start-up business and also facilitated a mock Common Council meeting. 
• Attended a BDC/IDA meeting. 
• Worked with members of the staff at TC3 on the awarding of scholarships to 

deserving students. 
• Attended the Local Waterfront Revitalization Planning meeting at the BDC. 
• Attended Cortland Paid Firefighters annual dinner at the Cortland Elks.  The Terry 

Bulger award went to Mike Ondrako.  The Joe Petrella award went to Dwayne Pierce.  
The President’s award went to Scott Buchanan. 

 
WARD REPORTS
 
Ward 1 –Alderman Faraoni   
 
He had a few calls on skunks.  He referred them to the CPD.  Mike Dexter got carp last week for 
the water works and hopefully they will clean it up. 
  
Ward 2 – Alderman Terwilliger 
 
She had a call regarding the VFW.  The time will change from 11:00AM to 10:45AM until noon.  
She had a call regarding street markings by NIMO on Jewett Ave.  She is still looking into that.  
 
Ward 3 – Alderman Morey 
 
She congratulates the SUNY Cortland students that graduated.  She was asked to be on a 
committee headed up by Access to Independence.  This group is making sure that handicapped 
accessible areas that we have need to stay accessible to the handicapped.  She will be having a 
ward meeting but does not know the date at this time.  She was asked about the Alliance Bank 
clock at the end of Groton Ave.  The cost to replace the clock was not doable for them.  
 



May 18, 2004 
 

 3

Ward 4 – Alderman Guido 
 
He would like to add an agenda item for the Relay for Life group.  He asks about the final coat 
for paving.  Dir. Damiano notes that was not the final coat.  Alderman Morey notes when her 
streets were being paved she met with NYSEG and representatives from the water department 
and they coordinated it.  A brief discussion ensues. 
 
Ward 5 – Alderman Quail 
 
He attended the fireman’s dinner.  It was a family affair.  He was in attendance at SUNY for the 
Women’s Handball team announcement.  The coach, Christian Latulippe would like to come to 
the Council meeting and do a brief presentation.  He feels we have some tremendous 
opportunities.  He attended the Celtic festival.  He had a ward meeting and walked around the 
ward and picked up litter.  He met with several constituents in the area and feels community 
watch groups should be involved.  He met with John McLean from the Christian Assembly is 
asking for a waiver for a sound device.  He would like this added to the agenda.   
 
Ward 6 – Alderman Feiszli 
 
A number of residents on East Main St. would like to set up a neighborhood watch.  She will 
notify the residents when this meeting will be.  If there are other neighborhoods that would like 
to have a neighborhood watch, please notify her.  Next Thursday we will be having a tour of the 
Wastewater Treatment Plant.  It will be May 27th at 6:30PM.  Anyone interested can attend.  The 
tour will take about an hour.    She would also like to follow it up with another meeting to discuss 
the facility.  If anyone would like to contact her, her phone number at work is 753-9621 or email 
is ward6@odyssey.net . 
 
Ward 7 – Alderman Partigianoni 
 
They are planning on trimming the sycamore trees on Hubbard St.  He called Chief Nichols and 
he helped with a matter.  The Port Watson St. project is underway.   
 
Ward 8 - Alderman Michales 
 
He attended the horse show at the fairgrounds. It was a family event that was put together by 
the fairgrounds committee.  He received a few calls and they were addressed by the Code 
Office.  He placed a call with regard to a resident on East Court St.  They had a large pile of 
furniture against the building.  He received a call with regard to tree cutting.  The resident 
thought that if pruning occurred it would help the appearance.  He has a ward meeting for this 
Thursday night at the BOCES center on Port Watson St.  The agenda will be Wastewater 
Treatment changes, Fire Department renovations as well as neighborhood concerns.  The 
Mayor and Amy Bertini will be in attendance.  
 
Mike Dexter notes there will be an article in the paper with regard to the Sycamore trees letting 
people know on Hubbard St. what they will be doing and also the condition of the trees.   
 
The Mayor notes the Youth Bureau is almost finished.  They jacked up the gazebos and put 
cement blocks around them.  They replaced the roofs on the pavilions and replaced the fence.  

mailto:ward6@odyssey.net
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Yesterday they put the base head for the new gazebo down there.  The adopt a park program is 
working.  Marvin windows spent a few hours in Dexter Park cleaning it up.   
 
GUEST SPEAKER 
 
Presentation by the “Communities that Care” program. 
 
Joanne Wickman, Karen Mastronardi, and Kathleen Tavarone speak on behalf of various things 
that are going on in the community.  They have been working with this process for 
approximately three years.  Bruce Tytler, the former Mayor of Cortland, called together a group 
of school and community people to talk about youth substance abuse and what we can do as a 
community.  The plan was to look at some long term solutions that have been proven to work 
elsewhere.  They wrote a grant and received over $200,000. worth of training thus far.  Ms. 
Mastronardi explains the 5 phases of the program and the Adolescent Problem Behaviors.  
Cortland County has the highest rate of child abuse cases and smoking adults in New York 
State.  What they will be doing in the next 6 months to 2 years is implementing the programs 
that we are going to outline for you this evening.  Ms. Mastronardi reviews the Youth 
Development Plan.  A copy is attached hereto and made a part thereof.   
 
In LaCrosse Wisconsin after they implemented their five year plan they found a 78% reduction 
in truancy among their adolescents.  In the state of Pennsylvania they found a 15% reduction in 
violence among youth.  This program is really exciting.  A brief discussion ensues regarding 
statistics, training, and grant.  Alderman Partigianoni asks about the statistics.  Ms. Mastronardi 
notes to go on the New York State Website, the Office of Alcohol and Substance Abuse 
Services and look under “Prisms”.  It will give you Cortland County data. Ms. Mastronardi 
discusses some of the positive points and explains the negative statistics were given to show 
the importance of certain areas of focus.   
 
AGENDA 
 
RESOLUTION #62 of 2004 – Adoption of Local Law No. 2 of 2004 authorizing a tax exemption 
for persons with disabilities. 
 
By:  Alderman Partigianoni 
Seconded: Alderman Guido 
 
Roll Call Vote. 
 
Alderman Faraoni  Aye   Alderman Quail   Aye 
Alderman Terwilliger Aye   Alderman Feiszli  Aye 
Alderman Morey  Aye   Alderman Partigianoni Aye 
Alderman Guido  Aye   Alderman Michales  Aye 
 
RESOLUTION #63 of 2004 – Resolution of support and concurrence for a revision application to 
be submitted for the Cortland County Empire Zone. 
 
By:  Alderman Partigianoni 
Seconded: Alderman Quail 
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Approved:  Ayes – 8 
   Nays – 0 
 
RESOLUTION #64 of 2004 – Approve the request made by the VFW to close Main Street from 
West Court Street to Tompkins Street on Memorial Day from 10:45 a.m. to 12:30 p.m. 
 
By:  Alderman Terwilliger 
Seconded: Alderman Faraoni 
 
Approved:  Ayes – 8 
   Nays – 0 
 
Item No. 4 – Discussion regarding the renaming of the Armory. 
 
Alderman Michales notes he has the utmost respect for our veterans.  He would like to 
incorporate the “Armory” name in the new name which would bring the armory building into the 
community to make it feel like a civic building that public groups can utilize.  Basically something 
to bring the community together and offer some kind of a contest and get our youth and possibly 
veterans involved.  He realizes a lot of people want to keep the “Armory” name and that can be 
incorporated into the contest.  As for the history of the Armory, the last inhabitance was the 1st 
Battalion 127th Army division which is now stationed in Ithaca.  The Armory dates back to 1954.  
The City of Cortland purchased the property from Cortland County Agricultural Society for a 
price of $20,000.  In March of 1955 the property was conveyed to New York State and in 1958 
the Armory was constructed located at its present site.  The building has 25,000 sq. ft. and 
approximately 5.7 acres of land.   
 
At the time of dedication the Board of Education of Lands owned by them for the use of the City 
for the purpose of opening a 31 foot street along the west side of the Armory constructed by the 
public works department occurred along the westerly side of the driveway.  The suggested 
name of the street was Armory St.  The Armory was dedicated in mid July of 1958 and turned 
over to Captain John Simpson, office in charge of control services 121st armored cavalries.  The 
building was available for dances, certain athletic events, and dinners.   
 
In 1959 the road adjacent to it was referred to as the James Wilson Place.  In 1959 the New 
York State National Guard came to the Common Council and explained the user fee was set to 
cover expenses such as maintenance, repairs, and replacements.  Groups such as the Boy 
Scouts and civil defense organizations could use the building for free.   
 
Alderman Michales is also in contact with government affairs and military history in Albany.  
They are also doing some research on our veterans that served in that building.   
 
Alderman Partigianoni also feels this building has significant military history.  He feels it will 
always be the “Armory”.  He doesn’t see any reason to change it.  “Armory” should be in the 
building somehow.  He wants to keep the name so the youth will remember what it stands for.  
Alderman Terwilliger feels we should keep the word “Armory” in the name, i.e. Cortland County 
Veteran’s Armory.  Alderman Morey notes a City sponsored essay contest for Cortland County 
might also be a way to focus on the Armory.  Alderman Quail comments it is no longer the New 
York State Armory.  It is a City building.  He wants to move forward and he is not so hung up on 
the name.  He feels we need to recognize the veterans also.   
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RESOLUTION #65 of 2004 – Resolved the following actions relating to the apparatus floor 
replacement project for the Main Fire Station: 

A) Declaration of lead agency status for the SEQR process by the Common Council 
B) Review of the Full Environment Assessment Form 
C) Determination of significance 

 
After review of the Full Environmental Assessment Form, the Council formally declares a 
negative declaration. 
 
By:  Alderman Morey 
Seconded: Alderman Guido 
 
Approved:  Ayes – 8 
   Nays – 0 
 
Director Damiano notes it is the long form because it is a type 1 action as the building is on the 
national registrar for historic places.   
 
RESOLUTION #66 of 2004 – Confirm the Mayor’s appointment of Scott Snyder to the Cortland 
Housing Authority Board to complete the unexpired term of Joseph Riley. 
 
By:  Alderman Faraoni 
Seconded: Alderman Morey 
 
Approved: Ayes – 8 
  Nays – 0 
 
RESOLUTION #67 of 2004 – Authorize the issuance of a permit for the use of sound enhancing 
device and waiving the $250.00 permit fee for American Cancer Society (Relay for Life). 
 
By:  Alderman Guido 
Seconded: Alderman Quail 
 
Approved:  Ayes – 8 
   Nays – 0 
 
RESOLUTION #68 of 2004 – Authorize the issuance of a permit for the use of a sound 
enhancing device and waiving the $250.00 permit for the Christian Assembly of God subject to 
the approval of the Mayor and Director Damiano. 
 
By:  Alderman Quail 
Seconded: Alderman Faraoni 
 
Approved:  Ayes – 8 
   Nays – 0 
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RESOLUTION #69 of 2004 – Approve the closure of the Main Street parking lot next to the 
Market Place Mall for six consecutive Friday evenings commencing on July 9th through August 
6th from 5:30PM to 9:00PM.  (Additional concert for the Senior Games on June 11th).   
 
Amy Bertini notes this is the same as last year.  Alderman Quail asks about the banner money.  
Director Damiano states we have not received the banner money for this year.  It is not 
earmarked for any particular purpose.  The Mayor recalls the County allocated $5,000.00.   
 
By:  Alderman Terwilliger 
Seconded: Alderman Partigianoni 
 
Approved:  Ayes – 8 
   Nays - 0 
 
RESOLUTION #70 of 2004 – Approve the Mayor’s appointment of James Romer to the 
Plumbing Board. 
 
By:  Alderman Quail 
Seconded: Alderman Michales 
 
Approved:  Ayes – 8 
   Nays – 0 
 
Alderman Partigianoni notes the St. Anthony’s celebration is before the next meeting.  It will be 
June 13th.   
 
Adjournment. 
 
By:  Alderman Faraoni 
Seconded: Alderman Terwilliger 
 
Approved: Ayes – 8 
  Nays – 0 
 
I, JOHN O. REAGAN, CITY CLERK OF THE CITY OF CORTLAND, NEW YORK DO HEREBY 
CERTIFY THAT SAID RESOLUTIONS WERE ADOPTED AT A REGULAR MEETING OF THE 
COMMON COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF CORTLAND, HELD ON THE 18th DAY OF MAY, 
2004.  I FURTHER CERTIFY THE FOREGOING RESOLUTIONS WERE PRESENTED TO 
THE MAYOR IN THE TIME REQUIRED. 
 
____________________________    ___________________________ 
JOHN O. REAGAN – CITY CLERK    MAYOR THOMAS GALLAGHER 


