
                  
City Council Minutes 
The City of Cortland 

 
May 17, 2005 

 
Council Meeting #10 
May 17, 2005 
Regular Business Meeting 
City Hall 
7:00 PM 
 
Present:  Alderman Faraoni, Terwilliger, Morey, Quail, 
   Feiszli, Partigianoni and Michales 
 
Staff Present: Director of Admin. & Finance Andrew Damiano,  
   Corporation Counsel Lawrence Knickerbocker and 
   City Clerk John O. Reagan 
 
 Mayor Gallagher calls the tenth Common Council meeting of the year to order at 
7:00 PM. 
 
PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE TO THE FLAG 
 
PUBLIC COMMENT 
 
Judy Chamberlain is here in regard to flood issues.  She thanked Alderman 
Faraoni.  She wants to stay on top of this and has heard that projected figures 
together and she would like an update.  She has heard that FEMA personnel 
have been out walking Otter Creek and Dry Creek and she wonders who follows 
through on that.  What is the process and what is the timeframe for the potential 
FEMA money that is possible to get.  What is the plan if the FEMA money is not 
received?  What is the projected plan either way?   She also understands that 
the DEC plays a big part in this and we have to work with them on these creeks 
and she wants more information regarding this.  She believes that information 
should be shared with Cortlandville and Cortland because of what happens in 
one area affects the other in regards to drainage.  She thinks that the Wal Mart 
and 281 projects are big and what impact are they going to have on the City of 
Cortland as far as the creeks go and flooding issues.  It could be a domino effect 
and one hand may not know what the other is doing.  She feels that a resolution 
needs to be passed that would address the issues of storm water drainage 
systems and creek maintenance.  She realizes that this is an election year and 
that she doesn’t want this administration to get the ball rolling and then people 
are not here after November.  Something needs to be in place to keep that ball 
rolling.  She feels that may have happened in the past.  She would like to see this 
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administration take action and solve the problem as much as possible.  It’s not a 
quick process, but there are many people that were involved by the flooding in 
this town.  She would like to see this administration be known as the 
administration that took action and cured the problem rather than be known as 
the administration that dropped the ball. 
 
The Mayor stated that the City had a meeting with FEMA that lasted about five (5) 
hours on May 16.  It was very intense as the City had to get a lot of numbers 
together and there were a lot of things that occurred after the flood that we 
hadn’t realized.  FEMA was pretty impressed with all of the information that the 
City was able to give them.  They’ve guaranteed the City that they will work hard 
to take care a lot of the problems now.  The Otter Creek, Dry Creek thing is a 
huge problem.  They walked it today with their FEMA stream team, plus the 
FEMA people that the City met with plus some the Corps of Engineers and DEC.  
It’s not going to happen tomorrow, but the City is on top of things and everyone 
is working on it.  He can’t assure her that this administration will get it done, but 
they will work very hard to try to get it done. 
 
MINUTES of May 3, 2005
 
RESOLUTION #55 OF 2005 - Approve the minutes of May 3, 2005. 
 
Alderman Partigianoni asked what was going to be done in regard to the trees 
that were planted above the Groton Ave. parking lot that are dead or dying.  
Director of Admin. & Finance Andrew Damiano replied that the City still holds a 
5% retainage that hasn’t been released yet.  If the contractor, D & L,  doesn’t 
correct the problem, the City can use his  money to correct it, but feels the 
contractor will work with the City. 
 
By:   Alderman Faraoni 
Seconded:  Alderman Michales 
 
Approved:  Ayes - 7 
   Nays - 0 
 
Bills were reviewed and received. 
 
MAYOR’S REPORT
 
He attended the 1st Ward meeting at the hospital with Alex Faraoni, Dr. Paul 
DiGiovanni and several members of the legislature as well as attending a 
meeting with BDC/IDA and Mr. Damiano regarding possible location of a 
business at the Rosen site.  He participated in the Senior Citizen of the Year 
award ceremony at the County Office Building.  Congratulations to Barb Paro.  
He met with the Director and Chairman of the Cortland Housing Authority and 
has had several meetings with FEMA and SEMO.  They will be addressing our 
infrastructure problems, including Dry Creek and Otter Creek.  He also met with 
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the Cable Commission to pull together final concerns with the Franchise 
Agreement. 
 
Ward 1 - Alderman Faraoni 
 
He received quite a few calls in the past few weeks, but they’ve all been 
resolved.  He wants to let everyone know that in Suggett Park, the footbridge 
has been closed for repairs and he is sorry for any inconveniences. 
 
Ward 2 - Alderman Terwilliger 
 
Expressed thanks to Judy Chamberlain for coming to the Council Meeting and 
sharing her concerns and she has received numerous calls with the same 
concerns that Judy brought up this evening.  She’s happy that things are moving 
in the right direction and that they continue to go in that direction.  She received 
a complaint in regard to the Parker School dumpster pickup time, which is about 
5:30 AM.  It’s been a recurring problem.  She spoke to the Building and Grounds 
Supervisor at the school and he is going to send another letter to Superior and a 
copy has been sent to the Mayor’s office.  She’s hoping that this will add a bit 
more punch to the request, as it’s hard to deal with that noise at that time of the 
morning.  She has received a couple of calls from Bill and Sue Burkhart on 
Homer Ave. regarding the construction there.  There was a big crack in the 
middle of Homer Ave. and they believe that as a result of this crack it ruined 
their sewer line, which they had to have replaced out of their pocket.  She 
doesn’t know if they will be bringing something to the Council in the future or if 
there is anything the City can do to help them.   
 
Alderman Partigianoni added that the homeowners took pictures and that they 
thought there was a blockage in their sewer line.  They dug it up and found out 
that the blockage was in the City’s line and not theirs.  They incurred some 
expense and the Mayor is going to talk with Chris Bistocchi about this.  She 
received a number of phone calls in regard to the condition of North Main Street 
and work will begin on that Monday morning.  Has any progress been made on 
the local law requiring residency. 
 
Mr. Knickerbocker replied that he has obtained some additional local laws from 
other areas and hasn’t distributed them yet.  Once that’s done, work can begin 
on that.  It’s felt that a work session is necessary to go over the local law in 
regard to residency before a local law is drafted.   A July 19 work session was 
agreed upon at 5:30 PM. 
 
Ward 3 - Alderman Morey 
 
She met with Chris Bistocchi and the Mayor about three (3) weeks ago.  They 
walked Dry Creek and went over to Otter Creek and identified a lot of the 
erosion that the flooding had caused.  Last week the DPW was down there on 
several occasions and she spoke with them several times.  They were mapping 
problem areas in the creek bed and gathering information for the FEMA reports.  
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She was happy to see that they weren’t wasting any time gathering this 
information.  She also congratulated all of the Cortland State graduates and she 
did not receive any calls in regard to garbage or party cups. 
 
There are also a lot of potholes on Broadway and she has noted that they are 
patched and is glad that has been done, but now the road is very bumpy.    The 
Mayor stated that FEMA will be looking at that, as there now is money to not only 
correct problems, but to improve the overall situation.  They will be looking at all 
the streets that had parts torn up by the flood waters.   Chris Bistocchi has 
revised his figures to reflect reconstruction as opposed to just repaving.  She 
commends Chris Bistocchi for taking the position on the creeks, that it is a 
community issue instead of just a homeowner’s issue. 
 
Ward 5 - Alderman Quail 
 
He will be having a Ward meeting on Tuesday, May 24 at 6:30 PM at the Youth 
Bureau.  They will be discussing the recycling program, the  status of Main 
Street reconstruction and the corner of Pendleton and Northcliff project.  He 
congratulated Patty Garrett, a Ward resident on her Volunteer of the Year 
Award.  He also asked for an update on the recycling program.   
 
The Mayor indicated that nothing has been heard and the last meeting that was 
had, they were supposed to bring back a revised calendar of pickups. 
 
Alderman Quail complimented Chris Bistocchi on the Broadway repairs that 
were completed before graduation weekend and that was very good.  Alderman 
Morey inquired if the Broadway pothole problem was due to the flood.  The 
Mayor replied that a lot was caused by the force of the water rushing down 
through  there and getting under the road surface. 
 
Ward 6 - Alderman Feiszli 
 
There is an ongoing problem on Harmon and  E. Main St. with trains that idle on 
the tracks by Harmon.  Sometimes the trains remain in an idling state for thirty 
(30) minutes on up to hours.  There is a fuel smell as well as the noise and is 
causing a great annoyance to residents who live near the tracks as well as the 
health concerns regarding fumes.  New York State has an emissions law that 
limits trucks and busses to five (5) minutes of idling time unless there is an 
emergency.  She called Cortland County Health Department several times 
asking if this is a health issue and she has not received a call back.  She has 
written twice to the railroad attorney asking why the train needs to sit in a 
residential neighborhood for long periods of time and has not received a reply.  
She also contacted the Attorney General’s office and Mr. Thurlow said his office 
will look into the issue.   
 
The second item is Yaman Park.  FEMA will be assessing Kennedy Parkway 
either May 18 or 19.  It is not known if there will be any federal or state money to 
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fix the road.  She has received many questions from constituents regarding the 
status of the Parkway.  She addressed some questions to Mr. Damiano.   
 
If the City is not eligible to receive FEMA money, what is the next step the City 
will take?  He replied that it should be brought to the Council and they will decide 
what they want to do.  She then asked what his recommendation would be.  He 
stated he hasn’t seen the report, nor has he received a denial from FEMA.  They 
had the kick-off meeting on Monday and Kennedy Parkway was discussed.  They 
questioned the inclusion of Kennedy Parkway, but Mr. Damiano feels that they 
are considering it.  He says that we should work through that process first.  She 
also inquired about an alternate evacuation plan for the Yaman Park residents.  
She recommends that they look into this.  She also has received calls from 
constituents regarding the checks they have received for the damage done to 
their homes incurred from the flood.  Some felt that the amount received was 
less than the estimated amount.  If anyone has questions or a dispute about the 
amount they received, they can go to the FEMA office at 138 S. Main St., from 10 
AM to 7 PM, Monday through Saturday.  Bring your case number and a 
representative will assist you with your claim. 
 
This is for Otter and Dry Creek residents.  This morning Chris Bistocchi went 
with a Stream Debris Task Force to several areas along the creek corridors.  A 
representative from the Army Corps of Engineers, NYS DEC and Natural 
Resources Conservation Services as well as FEMA and SEMO representative 
were at each of the sites.  In many cases a DEC permit was issued along with a 
project worksheet written by the FEMA and SEMO reps to assist the City in 
removing debris that contributed or in some cases, caused the some of flood 
damage to either public or private property.  This is info received from Brenda 
DeRusso.  Deadline for debris removal is June 10 and the City will be reimbursed 
up to 87 ½% of eligible expenditures.   
 
The next Neighborhood Watch group meeting will be held at the East End 
Community Center on June 5 at 7 PM.  The next meeting regarding Kennedy 
Parkway will be scheduled after the revised engineer’s report is received by the 
City and the report will be discussed along with steps the City is taking to 
provide an emergency egress and the repair of Kennedy Parkway.  She invites 
the Mayor, Mr. Damiano and Chris Bistocchi to that meeting, as well as Dave 
Eschbaum who is providing the revised engineering report.   
 
Ward 7 - Alderman Partigianoni 
 
In regard to the Superior trash collection.  He has received several calls on Elm 
Street.  He got the Mayor to intervene and thought it had been resolved, then the 
regular driver was ill and the substitute missed entire portion of Elm Street.  He 
hopes this is resolved soon.  Work in preparation for the paving continues on 
River Street and will be taking more time.  It won’t be done until July or August.  
Because of the article that appeared in the paper regarding the schedule of 
repairs and paving of streets, he received several calls.  Everyone is anxious to 
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have their street done.  Potholes are being repaired this week.  They got a little 
behind due to the brush pickup. 
 
He feels that something should be done with Niagara Mohawk.  Sometime there 
is a prompt response, but there have been some street lights out since February 
and he feels that it is not been done on a timely basis.  He has called and now 
has asked for the Mayor’s help.  Alderman Morey inquired regarding when their 
contract was up and was told shortly.  He attended the Open House for Access 
for Independence and the Empire State Senior Games will start on June 7.  We 
will be asked to help out and volunteer. 
 
The Community Center is having some sessions and he handed out flyers.  There 
will be an Introduction to Backyard Gardening given by Jackie Crane of Little 
York Plantation tomorrow night with free seeds being distributed by Mary Downs 
Curtis.  There is also a re-opening scheduled for June 5 from 1-5 PM with 
entertainment and digital fingerprinting being done by the Cortland Police Dept., 
a Neighborhood Watch talk, tours, Habitat for Humanity information and an East 
End History trivia contest.  Everyone is welcome, bring lawn chairs for the 
concert and it’s free.  The Center has new hours for Tuesdays and Thursdays, 
10 AM to 6 PM.  Starting June 1, the Police Dept. will also have new hours.  June 
is Senior Citizens Month and they are reminded to renew their applications. 
 
Alderman Feiszli also passed around a letter regarding the possibility of Time 
Warner eliminating Public Access Channel 2.  She would like to bring that on the 
table for discussion at the next meeting.  The Mayor says they are in negotiations 
with them now, but the Cable Commission has to come forward with a proposed 
contract first.  This is part of negotiations for Channels 2 and 6 and the Council 
will have input after the proposed contract is presented.  Individuals can contact 
the Cable Commission or attend the meetings.  The next meeting may be June 7. 
 
Ward 8 - Alderman Michales 
 
He attended the Business Showcase as well as some other Council members.  
He commented on the spaciousness of the recreation center and he feels that it 
worked out well for the event.  He attended the reception May 5 at the County 
Office Building, recognizing Barb Paro for Senior Citizen of the Year.  It was a 
nice tribute.  He attended the Access to Independence Open House last Friday.  
He stopped by FEMA Headquarters, 138 Main St. and listened to how they were 
doing and to see if they had any questions that may have been overlooked.  
Families and individuals come in for assistance.  That day, they only had one 
person come in and they are unsure as to how long they may still be there.  He 
has been asked to get the word out that still need assistance and are unsure of 
how to go to stop over there.  Those folks will help you out.  If they don’t have an 
answer for you, they will make some calls and get them for you.  Be sure to 
complete your application and bring with you your social security number and 
insurance information, policy number, brief description of damages and photos.  
These folks are here to help the citizens of this community.  The deadline is 
currently May 20, but that may be extended if more need is shown and it looks 
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like it may be extended into June.  He is researching the flags for Memorial Day 
through the Downtown Business District.  The reason there haven’t been a lot of 
flags down there is that there are not many holders down there.  They are trying 
to find hangers and are checking the Public Safety Building and other places to 
see if some can be located. 
 
 
Alderman Morey added that if anyone in the 3rd Ward is interested in starting a 
Neighborhood Watch she can start that up, if contacted.  Until this point, no one 
has contacted her making that request.  She requests an executive session this 
evening to talk about negotiations and would like that added to the agenda as 
Item 8. 
 
Alderman Partigianoni stated that flags on Main Street are nice and feels that 
the VFW ceremony could be better attended by people in the community. 
 
 The Mayor received an e-mail from Brenda DeRusso, Emergency Management 
Coordinator, and, so far, 342 individuals in the County have received $381,822.  
It’s working. 
 
ITEM #1 -  Presentation by Linda Kline on her proposed gateway lamp post 
project - TABLED 
 
RESOLUTION #56 OF 2005 - Approve a resolution authorizing the creation of two 
(2) laborer positions in the Water Department and authorizing an appropriation 
of $8,000.00 for the part-time laborer positions. 
 
There was a question whether Tink Root was certified and Mr. Damiano 
indicated that he held a certificate at the Operator level.  These are seasonal 
positions, snow removal and grass cutting and other general clean up duties.  
Mr. Damiano indicated that appropriation is not the correct wording, the total 
expense for that part of the program is $8,000.00 and there is adequate money 
in the .100 lines from the retirement lines, not being replaced.  It’s actually a 
savings of $72,000.00 
 
By:   Alderman Partigianoni 
Seconded:  Alderman Morey 
 
Approved:  Ayes - 7 
   Nays - 0 
 
RESOLUTION #57 OF 2005 - Approve a resolution authorizing the Mayor to enter 
into an agreement with Dafoe Tree Company for tree and stump removal 
services. (low bidder) 
 
Alderman Morey inquired as to how much was allocated in the budget for tree 
work this year.  Mr. Damiano believes $22,000.00 was put in the miscellaneous 
revenue budget.  Alderman Quail inquired if Dafoe Tree Company would be 
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working with the Landscape and Design Committee.  The Mayor did not know 
and that will be brought to the Council at some point.  Alderman Partigianoni 
inquired if Mr. Dafoe once had been employed as an arborist for the electric 
company, but the Mayor believed he had been a lineman. 
 
By:   Alderman Morey 
Seconded:  Alderman Faraoni 
 
Approved:  Ayes - 7 
   Nays - 0 
 
RESOLUTION #58 OF 2005 - Approve a permit request submitted by the 
Cortland County Relay for Life Planning Committee to operate a sound 
enhancing device at avis Field (SUNY Cortland) from 7:00 PM on June 17, 2005 
to 10:00AM on June 18, 2005; and to waive any related fees. 
 
Alderman Morey thinks that Alderman Guido is going to notify residents that this 
is going to happen. 
 
By:   Alderman Partigianoni 
Seconded:  Alderman Quail 
 
Approved:  Ayes - 7 
   Nays - 0 
 
RESOLUTION #59 OF 2005 - Approve a resolution authorizing the appropriation 
of $40,000.00 from the Sewer Fund Unappropriated  Fund Balance to Sewer 
Fund Account G-8130.415 (contractual) for the purpose of extending the sewer 
main on Noss Drive.   
 
It’s thought that this is a great idea and will assist in getting some of the 
Rosen/Noss site developed.  It is the Mayor’s understanding that five (5) acres of 
the Rosen site will never be developable.  It was going to be much cheaper for 
the current contractor to perform the work than for the City to do it.  It will be 
taken up to the edge of the Rosen site.  The sewer will be put in the City’s right of 
way.  A water line is already in along the tracks and the new sewer line will 
connect to the one that’s already on Noss.  Chris Bistocchi estimated that as a 
free-standing City project, the cost would be around $65,000.00.  It was noted 
that the Sewer Fund currently has a fund balance of about $800,000.00.  
 
By:   Alderman Quail 
Seconded:  Alderman Michales 
 
Approved:  Ayes - 7 
   Nays - 0 
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RESOLUTION #60 OF 2005 - Approve a resolution confirming the Mayor’s 
appointment of Paul Quinlan to the Board of Fire Commissioners to fill the 
unexpired term of Joseph Prezioso.  (Recommended by the Cortland Paid 
Firefighters Association as their Board Representative). 
 
By:   Alderman Partigianoni 
Seconded:  Alderman Faraoni 
 
Approved:  Ayes - 7 
   Nays - 0 
 
RESOLUTION #61 OF 2005 - Approve a resolution authorizing the closure of the 
cul-de-sac portion of Melvin Avenue on May 21, 2005, from 11:00 AM to 2:00 PM, 
as requested by Liesl Moheimani. 
 
Alderman Morey announced that Ms. Moheimani had contacted all of her 
neighbors regarding this and no one had a problem. 
 
By:   Alderman Morey 
Seconded:  Alderman Quail 
 
Approved:  Ayes - 7 
   Nays - 0 
 
Executive Session
 
On a motion of Alderman Morey, seconded by Alderman Feiszli, voted and 
carried. 
 
RESOLVED TO GO INTO EXECUTIVE SESSION TO DISCUSS ONGOING 
COLLECTIVE BARGAINING. 
 
On a motion of Alderman Morey, seconded by Alderman Partigianoni , voted and 
carried.   
 
RESOLVED TO COME OUT OF EXECUTIVE SESSION AND INTO THE REGULAR 
SCHEDULED MEETING. 
 
Adjournment 
 
By:   Alderman Feiszli 
Seconded:  Alderman Quail 
 
Approved:  Ayes - 7 
   Nays - 0 
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I, JOHN O. REAGAN, CITY CLERK OF THE CITY OF CORTLAND, NEW YORK DO 
HEREBY CERTIFY THAT SAID RESOLUTIONS WERE ADOPTED AT A REGULAR 
MEETING OF THE COMMON COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF CORTLAND, HELD ON 
THE 17TH DAY OF MAY 2005.  I FURTHER CERTIFY THE FOREGOING 
RESOLUTIONS WERE PRESENTED TO THE MAYOR IN THE TIME REQUIRED. 
 
 
___________________________________  ___________________________________ 
JOHN O. REAGAN - CITY CLERK  MAYOR THOMAS GALLAGHER 
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