
                  
City Council Minutes 
The City of Cortland 

 
April 19, 2005 

 
Council Meeting #8 
April 19, 2005 
Regular Business Meeting 
City Hall 
7:00 PM 
 
PRESENT:   Alderman Faraoni, Terwilliger, Morey, Guido, 
    Partigianoni and Michales 
 
Staff Present:  Director of Admin. & Finance Andrew Damiano 
 
Mayor Gallagher calls the eighth Common Council meeting of the year to 
order at 7:00 PM. 
 
PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE TO THE FLAG 
 
PUBLIC COMMENT 
 
 No one was present to speak 
 
MINUTES of April 5, 2005
 
RESOLUTION #42 OF 2005 – Approve the minutes of April 5, 2005 as 
amended. 
 
By:   Alderman Faraoni 
Seconded:  Alderman Michales 
 
Approved:  Ayes – 6 
   Nays – 0 
 
Bills were reviewed and received. 
 
 
MAYOR’S REPORT 

 1



 
He attended a meeting with BDCIDA with a prospective new business to 
discuss possible locations.  He met with Senator Seward and toured the 
flood damaged areas of the city.  He attended the Annual United Way 
Meeting and a roundtable at SUNY Cortland featuring Leadership Cortland.  
He also met with FEMA several times to discuss the public 
assistance/individual assistance regarding the assessment of damages 
done by the recent flood.  The City still has not heard anything back yet on 
the declaration by the President.  Met with McNeil’s to discuss the future of 
the Wickwire Building on South Main Street.  He met with members of the 
Planning Commission and the Code Office to discuss several issues 
including the Downtown Revitalization Program.  He attended Wet Stone 
Technologies Company announcement of their program dealing with 
celebrity signatures and memorabilia.  He attended the Red Cross Program 
at the high school and met with FEMA to do another ride around and 
assessment of the infrastructure damage caused by the flood.  He met with 
the residents of Hickory Park on Sunday evening monitored by Susan 
Feiszli and Kurt Behrenfeld, to discuss flooding problems on Kennedy 
Parkway.  Eshbaugh engineers also gave him an update of the 1993 
engineering assessment of the water problems on the Parkway.  He met 
with a group of Cortland High students and their advisor from the PACE 
Program.  They are interested in a long-term cleaning program for one of 
the city parks.  He also emceed the retirement dinner for Carol Sonnacchio.  
He attended the Scholars Day Program at SUNY Cortland.  He also met 
with Dave Stathis and Sue Reynolds to adopt a plan for a message alert 
system on the city’s website to deal with future situations such as the 
recent flooding.  He also attended the National Crime Victims seminar 
sponsored by the YWCA and met with Dr. Pasha who has organized a 
SUNY student city clean up project.  He received a letter from Senator 
Seward thanking the Mayor for taking him on a tour of the City after the 
recent flooding and thanking the first responders for their hard work helping 
those Cortland residents in need of assistance.  It went on to state that he 
would try hard to be of assistance to the City if they needed it.  There was 
also a letter from Sherwood Boehlert for the support of the Community 
Development Block Grant under the Governor’s Office for Small Cities and 
a proclamation for Fair Housing Month, which he then read and asked the 
Council to approve a resolution declaring April as Fair Housing Month. 
 
RESOLUTION #43 OF 2005 – Approve a motion to declare the month of 
April as Fair Housing Month in the City of Cortland, New York. 
 
 

 2



By:   Alderman Morey 
Seconded:  Alderman Guido 
 
Approved:  Ayes – 6 
   Nays – 0 
 
Ward 1 – Alderman Faraoni 
 
He wished to extend his best wishes to Carol Sonnacchio on her 
retirement.  A ward meeting is being planned with Paul DiGiovanni in May; 
more details will be presented at the next Council meeting.  The first Ward 
was very fortunate during the recent flooding and now with thirteen days of 
no rain, things are very dry. 
 
Ward 2 – Alderman Terwilliger 
 
The Ward has been pleasantly quiet.  People have been out walking and 
cleaning up their yards.  Nice to see folks out again.  She was approached 
by a constituent, Andrew Pierce of Drew’s Dogs, presenting a nice proposal 
requesting use of a City-owned lot next to the Community (in back of what 
was Basil’s News Stand) for putting out an awning and some tables. He will 
be relocating to there.  The Community Restaurant is also applying for 
some grant money to fix up the brick wall there.  She is bringing this before 
the Council, but she also informed Mr. Pierce that he would have to go 
before the Planning Commission with his proposal.  He does have the 
property owner’s permission to install the awning.  Corporate Counsel will 
be consulted in regard to the issue of the use of City property and whether 
it has to be put up for bid giving others the same opportunity.  Mr. Damiano 
stated that the City does have the option of putting picnic tables down there 
and then anybody could use them.  There was also some discussion that 
the Farmer’s Market was offered that area, but they declined.   She also did 
some research along with Susan Feiszli in regard to a local law requiring 
residency and she found a similar local law that was adopted in 
Lackawanna.  She wrote a letter to Counsel Knickerbocker in that regard 
and also presented it to the Council.  She hopes that the residency 
requirement local law can be discussed next meeting. 
 
Ward 3 – Alderman Morey 
 
There have been a lot of break-ins and she strongly urges all residents to 
lock their doors and their cars.  It’s that time of year and it also is occurring 
early in the morning.  It was also stated that Greenbush and Randall 
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Streets were hit.  Break-ins are also occurring when people are at home.  
She also thanked everyone involved in the flood clean-up and the City and 
the County for providing the dumpsters.  She received calls regarding 
applying for FEMA funds and what residents needed to do.  The Mayor 
stated that he is still awaiting the President’s declaration.  No deadline has 
been set, because no declaration has been made.  She also wished Carol 
Sonnacchio a happy retirement and she inquired where they were in the 
process of hiring a replacement.  Mr. Damiano explained that Civil Service 
was collecting the applications and determining the eligibility of applicants.  
Once they signed off on the various applications, then they will be sent to 
the City.  So far, only one application that’s been through that process has 
been received by the City.  It’s been advertised in the newspapers in 
Binghamton, Cortland and Syracuse.  She also brought up Dry Creek 
which runs behind the homes on Groton Ave.  There is a dike back there 
on a parcel of land that has been eroded by the flood.  She requested that 
Chris Bistocchi or a group please take a look at it as there is great concern 
regarding that erosion.  Mr. Damiano indicated that perhaps Eshpott 
Engineering could take a look at that. 
 
Ward 4 – Alderman Guido 
 
He received some calls in regard to the potholes and he explained to them 
that they should be patient, as the asphalt plant was not open yet.  Other 
than that, things are quiet in the 4th Ward. 
 
Ward 6 – Alderman Feiszli report presented by Alderman Terwilliger 
 
Calls regarding the Ward can be directed to Alderman Terwilliger, as 
Alderman Feiszli will be out of town through April 30.  The next 
Neighborhood Watch meeting will be on May 1, at 7 PM at the East End 
Community Center.  Alderman Feiszli held an impromptu meeting with the 
residents of Yaman Park in regards to the flooding issues on Kennedy 
Parkway.  About fifty (50) people attended, asking questions about the 
cause of the flooding and what the city can do about it.  They discussed the 
1993 engineers’ report offering solution for diverting the water and the 
related cost.  Eshbaugh Engineering will revisit the site and update the 
report to reflect 2005 pricing.  She will have a follow-up meeting once that 
update is received.  She received some calls requesting assistance for 
moving flood damaged items out of basements and she thanked the 
Salvation Army and college volunteers for their assistance.  She received a 
call requesting that a stop or yield sign be placed at the intersection of East 
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Main and Pearne Ave.  That will be on the May agenda of the Public Safety 
Commission meeting. 
 
Ward 7 – Alderman Partigianoni 
 
Alderman Partigianoni requested an update from the Mayor or Mr. 
Damiano regarding the River Street drain cave-in.  Mr. Damiano replied 
that the City hired a contractor to do the work.  A pre-cast piece was made 
for the repair and work is currently being done.  There was a thorough 
inspection done of the area and there are no further problems other than 
directly where the cave-in occurred.  Alderman Partigianoni attended the 
Red Cross fundraiser and the group did a great job.  The Red Cross needs 
the public’s assistance.  They are having a serious funding problem.  A new 
Italian bakery has opened on Elm Street and will be open at 6 AM on 
Thursday, April 21.  He met with the Advisory Board of the Community 
Center and wants to let everyone know that on June 5th there will be a big 
celebration with the Sweet Adelines and the Old Tymers Band, more info 
will be presented later. 
 
Ward 8 – Alderman Michales 
 
He extended his well wishes to Carol Sonnacchio and to thank Alderman 
Guido for covering the Ward in his absence.  After a meeting two weeks 
ago, Marilyn Brown is contacting residents on Brook and Dawn Drives in 
the flood area about dumpster uses and placement.  He did a walk-through 
stopping at each house and discussing damage and assistance.  He 
extended his thanks to Scott Steve and all the volunteers who went through 
the park and the Kellogg Road area and getting rid of the flood damaged 
items and assisting folks.  He received calls regarding the public assistance 
for flood victims and that is still an ongoing issue and the public will be 
given information as soon as it’s received.  He was asked by a resident on 
the State’s replacement of the visual walk lights along the Port Watson 
Street area.  A private contractor is doing the work and apparently they 
have done as far as the Eckerd’s Crossing area on Pomeroy.  He will 
contact the DOT to see if there is a hold-up of the work in the Kellogg Road 
intersection.  He believes they may be waiting for an installation of a new 
pole.  He received calls regarding a loud motorcycle muffler and large 
trucks cutting across corners on a resident’s lawns and he contacted Chief 
Nichols.   The Neighborhood Watch has been active and vigilant due to the 
number of recent break-ins and informed about what to do in these 
situations.  Please, call 911 if it’s felt that anything unusual is heard.  He 
has a Ward meeting on April 27, combined with the 5th and 8th Wards and 

 5



will be at the Elm Street Community Center.  The 8th Ward meeting will 
start at 6:30 PM and will be the Neighborhood Watch portion of the meeting 
and the general meeting will begin at 7 PM.  The agenda will be flood 
related issues, update on city issues, green bin recycling and Legislator 
Marilyn Brown will present an update on County issues. 
 
The Mayor read an invitation to the Council from the Cortland Youth 
Bureau Teen Center which will be celebrating its 10th anniversary on April 
30.  Festivities will begin at 3 PM with welcoming remarks scheduled at 
5:30 PM.   
 
RESOLUTION #44 OF 2005 – Approve a resolution acknowledging the 
receipt of a donation from Tompkins Trust Company to the Youth Bureau in 
support of the summer concert series; and increasing Account Number 
A2705 in the amount of $800 and appropriating said funds to Account 
Number A7550.405. 
 
Alderman Morey wished to thank Tompkins Trust Company for their gift 
and to Mr. McNerney for his hard work in generating these gifts and any 
others that have sent gifts to the Youth Bureau. 
 
By:   Alderman Morey 
Seconded:  Alderman Faraoni 
 
Approved:  Ayes – 6 
   Nays – 0 
 
RESOLUTION #45 OF 2005 – Approve a resolution authorizing David 
Stathis to attend a training course on Microsoft Access. (Program used by 
Code Office and City Clerk’s Department) 
 
By:   Alderman Partigianoni 
Seconded:  Alderman Michales 
 
Approved:  Ayes – 6 
   Nays – 0 
 
RESOLUTION #46 OF 2005 – Approve a resolution confirming the Mayor’s 
appointments of Diane Batzing and Mary Leary to the Landscape and 
Design Commission. 
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By:   Alderman Morey 
Seconded:  Alderman Guido 
 
Approved:  Ayes – 6 
   Nays – 0 
 
RESOLUTION #47 OF 2005 – Approve a resolution in support of the 
Cortland Housing Assistance Council’s application for funding from the 
New York Main Street Program. 
 
By:   Alderman Morey 
Seconded:  Alderman Partigianoni 
 
Approved:  Ayes – 6 
   Nays – 0 
 
There will be a May 3 work session with the Landscape and Design 
Commission and Alderman Partigianoni inquired about any openings on 
any other City commissions.  He was told that all the commissions are now 
full. 
 
 
Adjournment 
 
By:   Alderman Faraoni 
Seconded:  Alderman Morey 
 
Approved:  Ayes – 6 
   Nays – 0 
 
I, JOHN O. REAGAN, CITY CLERK OF THE CITY OF CORTLAND, NEW 
YORK DO HEREBY CERTIFY THAT SAID RESOLUTIONS WERE 
ADOPTED AT A REGULAR MEETING OF THE COMMON COUNCIL OF 
THE CITY OF CORTLAND, HELD ON THE 19TH DAY OF APRIL 2005.  I 
FURTHER CERTIFY THE FOREGOING RESOLUTIONS WERE 
PRESENTED TO THE MAYOR IN THE TIME REQUIRED. 
 
 
___________________________  ___________________________ 
JOHN O. REAGAN – CITY CLERK MAYOR THOMAS GALLAGHER 
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