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City Council Minutes February 3, 2004 

The City of Cortland, New York  
 
 
COUNCIL MEETING #3 
February 3, 2004 
Regular Business Meeting 
City Hall 
7:00PM 
 
PRESENT: Mayor Thomas Gallagher 

Alderman Faraoni, Terwilliger, Morey, Guido, Quail, Partigianoni, Feiszli, and 
Michales 

 
Staff present:  Director of Admin. & Finance Andrew Damiano. Corporation Counsel Lawrence 
Knickerbocker, City Clerk, John O. Reagan. 
 
Mayor Gallagher calls the Common Council meeting to order at 7:00PM. 
 
PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE TO THE FLAG 
 
PUBLIC COMMENT 
 
Mike Dexter of Cedar St. speaks with regard to tree trimming policies.  He reads an article from 
the Cortland Standard with regard to same.  He also reads guidelines for tree trimming.  Ni Mo 
has provisions they look at.  Safety is their first priority.  Reliability is their second priority.  Profit 
is the third part of the equation.  By trimming every 8 or 10 years, they are no longer trimming 
every three years.  We are trying to plant the right trees in the right place.  We can’t address 
something that was done 30 or 40 years ago.  One item that was in the newspaper a couple of 
weeks ago was that Governor Pataki is calling for a tree planting blitz in the community state 
wide.  Trees are dying because of the trimming that has been done.  City officials must tell 
NIMO in the strongest terms that it’s new tree trimming policies are destructive to the beauty 
and the quality of life in the City and are unacceptable.  There will be a meeting tomorrow night 
of the Landscape and Design committee.  He asks the elected officials to do something to slow 
this process down.   
 
MINUTES of the January 20, 2004 meeting.
 
RESOLUTION #16 of 2004 – Approve the minutes of January 20, 2004. 
 
By:  Alderman Guido  
Seconded: Alderman Michales 
   
Approved: Ayes – 8 
  Nays – 0 
 
BILLS
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Bills are reviewed and received. 
 
MAYOR’S REPORT
 
Mayor Gallagher requests residents to please clean out the fire hydrants and sidewalks.  The 
DPW has done a great job thus far with their clean up and hauling the snow away on Main 
Street. They have been snow blowing the side streets for the past week.  He met with the 
Landscape and Design group last week.  They are interested in designing aesthetically pleasing 
signs at the gateways to the community.  They will submit this to us in the future.  He attended a  
CBN meeting at the JM Murray Center.  There was a presentation by the Cortland County 
Legislature.  The Mayor attended the hospital board meeting and many people were in 
attendance to wish Mr. Carmen a farewell.  Jim Sponaugle coordinated the job shadow program 
here at City Hall.   
 
Thoma Development held a workshop at City Hall.  They received a grant for $650,000.00 for a 
façade program.  It was a great session. 
 
Congressman Boehlert and Linda Hartsock were here.  We discussed his role in the Congress 
and funding for our new fire station.   
 
WARD REPORTS
 
Ward 1 –Alderman Faraoni   
 
He commends the DPW for the work they have done.   
 
Ward 2 – Alderman Terwilliger 
 
Her ward has been quiet.  She will have her first ward meeting tomorrow at the YWCA at 
7:00PM.   
 
Ward 3 – Alderman Morey 
 
She commends Chris Bistocchi, the Youth Bureau staff, the Water Board, the Fire Department, 
the Police Department, and Public Safety for all the work they have done.  She attended the 
County, Town and Village board meeting for the Mayor.  There were representatives from all 
over the county.  It was an organizational meeting.  The focus is the consolidation of resources, 
shared resources and taxes.  She has many comments regarding NIMO and their tree trimming 
practices.  We can’t fool around with this any longer; we need to pass legislation to control the 
tree trimming practices in the City.   
 
Ward 4 – Alderman Guido 
 
He apologizes if anyone has tried to contact him because his machine was broke.  Everything 
has been quiet. 
 
Ward 5 – Alderman Quail 
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He attended the fire fighters dinner.  They are looking for additional volunteers. He had a ward 
meeting last Thursday.  He thanks the Mayor for attending.  He received many compliments 
from constituents with regard to snow removal.  He would like to hold a winter festival.  We are 
looking for volunteers to videotape.  Vince has done a great job.  Thanks the Mayor for 
appointing him to Deputy Mayor.   
 
Ward 6 – Alderman Feiszli 
 
On her way to work she noticed a door open in a vacant house that is in her ward.  She called 
the owner and notified the Code Office.  The problem was taken care of shortly after that.  She 
reminds everyone when the new code is accepted by the State there will be a change in vacant 
properties.  There is a dead tree on N. Greenbush St.  She has asked the Landscape and 
Design Committee to contact NIMO.  She met with SUNY with regard to the Community 
Outreach Partnership Center (COPC).  This is a grant for targeted areas. There are four streets 
in the 6th ward.  They are Charles St., Church St., Clinton Ave., and North Greenbush that are 
affected in this area.  SUNY received this grant and she is asking residents who live on these 
streets, perhaps the elderly or single parents, who may need help with shoveling snow, yard 
work etc. or anyone who would like to be a representative for these streets to contact her.   
 
Ward 7 – Alderman Partigianoni 
 
There was a meeting January 22, 2004 with regard to COPC.  This is a 2 year, $150,000.00 
grant.  There were only 5 cities in the country that received this grant.  Basically what this 
involves is bringing the professors and students together for civic engagements.  Unfortunately 
at this time it is in the infancy stages.  The kickoff for this is February 23, 2004.  Dr. Eric 
Bitterbaum was a guest speaker at the Cortland County Council of Churches annual dinner held 
at St. Anthony’s Church on Pomeroy St.  He was asked to address the subject of Town and 
Gown relations in the community.  He attended the volunteer’s firefighter award.  There is a 
letter from Lee Miller on the subject of trees in case anyone would like to read it. 
 
Ward 8 - Alderman Michales 
 
He had a 5th ward meeting last week but due to the weather there was a low turnout.  The 8th 
ward has been busy cleaning up the snow.  He thanks the DPW for knocking down the corners.   
 
AGENDA 
 
RESOLUTION #17 of 2004 – Confirm the Mayor’s appointments or reappointments of a number 
of individuals to various boards and commissions.  (See attached). 
 
By:  Alderman Morey 
Seconded: Alderman Faraoni 
 
Approved: Ayes – 8 
  Nays – 0 
 
RESOLUTION #18 of 2004 - Authorize the submission of a home program application and 
further authorizing the commitment of the sum of $35,000.00 of Community Development 
program income in support of said program. 
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Linda Armstrong of Thoma Development speaks to the Council and answers some questions.  
Linda is the contact person and the public can contact her office for applications. 
 
By:  Alderman Guido 
Seconded: Alderman Quail 
 
Approved: Ayes – 8 
  Nays – 0 
 
Item No. 3 – Discussion regarding the method to be used to fill a vacancy created by a tie vote 
in a general election for the positions of Mayor/Alderman. 
 
Corporation Counsel Knickerbocker will look into the issue and prepare some options for the 
Council’s review. 
 
RESOLUTION #19 of 2004 – Approve an Amendment to Chapter 258, Sec. 258-20 of the code 
of Ordinances to allow for an increase in the charge for the use of a taxicab not to exceed the 
following rates: 
 
A -  Rates; posting 
 (1) Rates:  
  (a) Basic rate:  $4.00 
  (b) Senior citizens’ rate:  $3.25, 
 
and for all other terms and provisions of Sec. 258-20 to remain in full force and effect.  This will 
go into effect on February 28, 2004. 
 
By:  Alderman Morey 
Seconded: Alderman Faraoni 
 
Alderman Quail would like to see more information on this.  It looks like we are a little below the 
average.  If you do a round trip on a daily basis that’s $40.00 per week or $160.00 a month.  He 
would like to see more financial information from the cab companies.   
 
Mr. Ronald Dolly, owner of Silverstar taxi addresses the board.  His insurance last year was 
$9,100.00, this year with no accidents it is up to $14,000.00.  Gas is also up. A brief discussion 
ensues regarding his expenses, insurance, vehicles, maintenance, etc.  He tries to offer 
discounts to regular customers.  A representative from American Taxi explains the rates for the 
garages are outrageous.  His operating costs are way up.  They don’t feel they can operate at 
the current rate.  It has been 13 years since these companies have had a raise.  Alderman 
Michales has a lot of senior citizens in his ward and he is concerned about them.  Alderman 
Michales is not opposed to raising rates but would like to talk to his constituents.   
 
On the question. 
 
Approved: Ayes – 7 
  Nays – 1 (Michales) 
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Adjournment. 
 
By:  Alderman Faraoni 
Seconded: Alderman Quail 
 
Approved: Ayes – 8 
  Nays – 0 
 
 
I, JOHN O. REAGAN, CITY CLERK OF THE CITY OF CORTLAND, NEW YORK DO HEREBY 
CERTIFY THAT SAID RESOLUTIONS WERE ADOPTED AT A REGULAR MEETING OF THE 
COMMON COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF CORTLAND, HELD ON THE 3rd DAY OF 
FEBRUARY, 2004.  I FURTHER CERTIFY THE FOREGOING RESOLUTIONS WERE 
PRESENTED TO THE MAYOR IN THE TIME REQUIRED. 
 
____________________________    ___________________________ 
JOHN O. REAGAN – CITY CLERK    MAYOR THOMAS GALLAGHER 


	City Hall

