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City Council Minutes January 6, 2004 

The City of Cortland, New York  
 
 
COUNCIL MEETING #1 
January 6, 2004 
Regular Business Meeting 
City Hall 
7:00PM 
 
PRESENT: Mayor Thomas Gallagher 

Alderman Faraoni, Terwilliger, Morey, Guido, Quail, Partigianoni, Feiszli, and 
Michales 

 
Staff present:  Director of Admin. & Finance Andrew Damiano. 
 
Mayor Gallagher calls the first Common Council meeting of the year to order at 7:00PM. 
 
PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE TO THE FLAG 
 
PUBLIC COMMENT 
 
Dan Tagliente of 70 Pomeroy St. speaks to the Council with regard to his personal friend Ron 
VanDee.  Mr. Tagliente served on the Council for 10 years.  Ron VanDee served as the 
Legislature of the fifth ward for 12 years.  Ron always took the City’s interest into account.  Ron 
VanDee did not loose this election.  Because Ron didn’t loose, someone else should not be 
appointed to this seat.  He should be returned to the seat to serve out whatever time there is 
before the next election takes place.  The newspapers comment after the elections to put 
partisan politics behind us.  Let’s do that and do the right thing.  The right thing would be to 
return Ron VanDee.   
 
The Mayor introduces each of the Council members.   
 
MINUTES of the December 16, 2003 meeting.
 
RESOLUTION #1 of 2004 – Approve the amended minutes of December 16, 2003. 
 
By:  Alderman Quail  
Seconded: Alderman Morey 
 
Corrections noted and made. 
 
Approved: Ayes – 8 
  Nays – 0 
 
BILLS
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There is no abstract. 
 
MAYOR’S REPORT
 
It has been an exciting two days.  He is very pleased with the team that we have put together.  
He has said I  will not take credit for anything that we do, but we will take credit for anything that 
happens at the Common Council over the next years, but I, (Mayor Gallagher) will take the 
blame.  He is impressed by the group of people sitting here. They are dedicated.  We know that 
we have some obstacles to overcome but he is looking at those obstacles as opportunities for 
us to do the right thing for the community.  We are going to work together as a team.  We are 
going to do everything we can to make this place what it should be.  We are going to look out 
the windshield instead of the rear view mirror.   
 
The Mayor also sends his condolences to Chief James Nichols, Sgt. Mike Nichols, Sgt, Gesin, 
Ptl. Mike Nichols and the Nichols family.  Their mother died over the weekend and the funeral is 
tomorrow. 
 
WARD REPORTS
 
Ward 1 –Alderman Faraoni 
 
Alderman Faraoni welcomes the Mayor Gallagher and the new members present.  Everything in 
the first ward has been taken care of. 
 
Ward 2 – Alderman Terwilliger 
 
She has had phone calls with regard to a proposed law office going into Harrington St.  She will 
be attending the zoning meeting on Monday for that proposal.  If anyone has any concerns they 
can contact her and she will express them at the meeting.   
 
Ward 3 – Alderman Morey 
 
She welcomes Mayor Gallagher to the forum.  She is having a ward meeting on Wednesday, 
January 14th at the YWCA at 7:00pm.  The meeting will be focused on the parking on James 
Street.  We will also spend time talking about the intersection of Prospect Terrace, Pleasant, 
and Calvert.  This is a three-way stop.  Ward three has been quiet.  She was not able to attend 
First Night but heard it was a success.   
 
Ward 4 – Alderman Guido 
 
He welcomes all the new people and the members who are returning.  He has had problems 
with blue bin pickups.  He is looking into that.  He will be attending the next public safety 
meeting to explain why the people on Pearl and Warren want the stop sign. 
 
Ward 5 – Alderman Quail 
 
He is having a ward meeting January 29, 2003.  He welcomes everyone.  He expects to have a 
very successful two years. 
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Ward 6 – Alderman Feiszli 
 
Alderman Feiszli thanks everyone who has supported her during her campaign.  While she was 
campaigning she heard a lot of concerns from the 6th ward such as speeding, traffic, and unkept 
properties.  She is working on these issues and she will keep the public informed on the 
progress that is made.  She will be setting a place and time to have monthly ward meetings.  If 
you would like to call her in the meantime, her phone number is 753-0265.  She will be setting 
up an email account which will be ward6@odyssey.net .  
 
Ward 7 – Alderman Partigianoni 
 
He received calls about the traffic on Pomeroy Street especially after the serious accident they 
recently had last night.  The Eckerd project has been finalized and we should see some activity 
as soon as the weather breaks.   
 
Ward 8 - Alderman Michales 
 
Alderman Michales welcomes everyone and it is going to be a pleasure working with everyone.  
He is looking forward to it.  He attended the New Year’s festivities downtown.  There were a lot 
of people there.  Parking was at a premium.  He had a couple of calls that involved the Police 
Department.  We were able to get those resolved.  He wants to let everyone know if anyone 
does have any calls he can be reached at 753-8920.  His email address is 
michales@odyssey.net .  He is also in the process of setting up a ward meeting towards the end 
of January.  He is putting together some kind of an agenda as to what we would like to see 
improved in his ward and the community.  He also wants to discuss a community watch program 
in his ward.  He thanks the men and women in the armed services that were not able to come 
home for the holidays.  We appreciate these people and what they do for us.  
 
AGENDA 
 
RESOLUTION #2 of 2004 – Approve the confirmation of the Mayor’s Appointment of Lawrence 
J. Knickerbocker to the position of Corporation Counsel. 
 
By:  Alderman Faraoni 
Seconded: Alderman Morey 
 
Approved: Ayes – 8 
  Nays – 0 
 
RESOLUTION #3 of 2004 – Approve the confirmation of the Mayor’s appointment of John O. 
Reagan to the position of City Clerk. 
 
By:  Alderman Partigianoni 
Seconded: Alderman Quail 
 
Approved: Ayes – 8 
  Nays – 0 
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RESOLUTION #4 of 2004 – Designate the Cortland Standard as the official newspaper of the 
City of Cortland.  
 
By:  Alderman Guido 
Seconded: Alderman Quail 
 
Approved: Ayes – 8 
  Nays – 0 
 
RESOLUTION #5 of 2004 – Designate the following bank depositories for City funds: 
  

1. Alliance Bank 
2. Key Bank of New York 
3. Chase Manhattan Bank 
4. HSBC Bank, USA 
5. MBIA-Class 
6. M&T Bank 

 
By:  Alderman Morey 
Seconded: Alderman Feiszli 
 
Approved: Ayes – 8 
  Nays – 0 
 
RESOLUTION #6 of 2004 – Designate Andrew J. Damiano and Carol D. Sonnacchio as the 
signators on all accounts. 
 
By:  Alderman Faraoni 
Seconded: Alderman Michales 
 
Approved: Ayes – 8 
  Nays – 0 
 
RESOLUTION #7 of 2004 – Approve the re-appointment of Wilma VanDee as a Commissioner 
of Deeds. 
 
By:  Alderman Morey 
Seconded: Alderman Partigianoni 
 
Approved: Ayes – 8 
  Nays – 0 
 
RESOLUTION #8 of 2004 – Approve the appointment of the following Department of Motor 
Vehicles employees as Commissioners of Deeds:  Anthony Camilli, Jacqueline K. Henry, and 
Janice E. Kline. 
 
By:  Alderman Faraoni 
Seconded: Alderman Guido 
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Approved: Ayes – 8 
  Nays – 0 
 
RESOLUTION #9 of 2004 – Authorize the Mayor to enter into amendment agreements with the 
following five unions in order to amend the City’s health insurance coverage:  The Cortland 
Police Benevolent Association, The Cortland Paid Firefighters Association, the Service 
Employees International Union, CSEA Local 6558 and CSEA Local 6558-01. 
   
By:  Alderman Feiszli 
Seconded: Alderman Quail 
 
Alderman Partigianoni asks when the two additional police officers will be on duty.  Andy 
Damiano explains it is a lengthy process.  We have started interviewing.  The co-pay has 
increased with the support of the unions therefore we were able to enter into this agreement.  
The Mayor thanks Andy for a good job.   
 
Approved: Ayes – 8 
  Nays – 0 
 
RESOLUTION #10 of 2004 – Authorize a number of amendments to the 2004 General Fund 
Budget in order to fund two police positions.   A960 Appropriations $70,487.  A3120.1011 Police 
Salaries $63,574., A3120.11000 Police firearms qualifications $550., A3120.40801 Police 
uniforms $1,500., A9030.80000 Social Security $4,863., A960 Appropriations $70,487., 
A9060.80000 Health Insurance $70,487. 
 
By:  Alderman Morey 
Seconded: Alderman Faraoni 
 
Alderman Morey notes no police officers were taken out of last years budget.  These are 
additional positions.   
 
Approved: Ayes – 8 
  Nays – 0 
 
Item No. 10 – Letter received from the County Legislature with regard to the appointments of the 
Legislature in the 5th district.   
 
Mayor Gallagher reads the letter.  “In accordance with Cortland County Local Law No. 2 of 1972 
sec. 204, Vacancies.  It is the responsibility of the Common Council to fill this vacancy.  The 
Local Law requires that the vacancy be filled within 30 days”.  The Mayor states we have been 
asked by the Legislature to act on this.  The Mayor has not read Local Law No. 2.  He has not 
seen it.  It is his suggestion to take a look at it before we make a decision.   
 
By:  Alderman Morey 
Seconded: Alderman Faraoni 
 
Alderman Morey feels we should act on it.  She thinks that the Council has had more than 
enough time to act on it.   
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The Mayor explains he has not read it and we would be acting on something that we don’t know 
what it says.  Based on the controversy that has already erupted over this he does not want to 
make a decision and then have to go back and revisit it 
 
Scott Steve, Chairman of the Legislature, addresses the Council.  He states the Local Law is 
clear as to the Common Council and  the local authority.  Precedence has been set.  Several 
attorneys have looked at it.   
 
Alderman Partigianoni asks if this is for the next election or the whole term.  Scott Steve notes it 
will be the next election.  The next general election.  The appointment would be from now until 
November and the election in the 5th district would happen again.  Alderman Partigianoni notes 
there is no legal counsel here tonight and it is a matter of legal interpretation.  Scott Steve would 
like to get the process going.  Trying to get people adapted and moving forward would be a 
huge help.  There are committees and boards that people need to be assigned to.  He has 138 
appointments for boards alone.   
 
Andy Damiano explains the council can nominate anybody who resides in the 5th ward who is a 
citizen of the United States and resident of the City of Cortland.  It does not have to be either 
candidate. 
 
Alderman Partigianoni feels in absence of Corporation Counsel there are some questions and 
he does not want to rush into this tonight.  Alderman Quail states we have an obligation to fill the 
position.  The precedence is there.  It would behoove us to move forward on it.  Alderman 
Feiszli is not prepared to make a decision tonight.  She thought this would be on the January 
20th agenda.  This was not dropped off to her until Sat.  She has only had this for three days.  
Alderman Morey states we have known longer than three days.   
 
RESOLUTION #11 of 2004 – Motion to table the appointment of 5th Ward Legislature until the 
January 20, 2004 meeting.  
 
By:  Alderman Partigianoni 
Seconded: Alderman Feiszli 
 
Approved: Ayes – 5 
  Nays – 3 (Morey, Quail, Michales) 
 
 
Alderman Michales asks if the issues with the District Attorney’s Office will affect the City and 
the issues that involve the City.  Mayor Gallagher notes he and Andy met today with the 
Chairman of the Legislature, Sheriff’s Dept., Troopers, D.A., Lawyers, and our local police.  
Andy Damiano notes police officers can not act as prosecutors. 
 
Adjournment. 
 
By:  Alderman Faraoni 
Seconded: Alderman Quail 
 
Approved: Ayes – 8 
  Nays – 0 
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I, JOHN O. REAGAN, CITY CLERK OF THE CITY OF CORTLAND, NEW YORK DO HEREBY 
CERTIFY THAT SAID RESOLUTIONS WERE ADOPTED AT A REGULAR MEETING OF THE 
COMMON COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF CORTLAND, HELD ON THE 6th DAY OF JANUARY, 
2004.  I FURTHER CERTIFY THE FOREGOING RESOLUTIONS WERE PRESENTED TO 
THE MAYOR IN THE TIME REQUIRED. 
 
____________________________    ___________________________ 
JOHN O. REAGAN – CITY CLERK    MAYOR THOMAS GALLAGHER 


	City Hall

