
City Council Minutes 
The City of Cortland 

 
January 4, 2005 

 
 
COUNCIL MEETING #1 
January 4, 2005 
Regular Business Meeting 
City Hall 
7:00 PM 
 
PRESENT:  Mayor Thomas Gallagher 
   Alderman Guido, Morey, Terwilliger, Faraoni, Quail, Feiszli,    
   Partigianoni and Michaels 
 
Staff Present:   Director of Admin. & Finance Andrew Damiano,          
   Corporation Counsel Lawrence Knickerbocker and 
         City Clerk John O. Reagan 
 
Mayor Gallagher calls the first Common Council meeting of the year to order at 7:00 PM 
 
PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE TO THE FLAG 
 
PUBLIC COMMENT 
 
Kay Zaharis, Director of the Cortland Free Library, speaks to the Council with regard to the 
Cortland Free Library fund reinstatement and expressed the Library’s gratitude and thanked 
the Council. 
 
John O.  Reagan introduces the new Deputy City Clerk, Cheryl A. Massmann, to Council 
Members. 
 
MINUTES of the December 21, 2004 meeting.
 
RESOLUTION #1 of 2005 – Approve the amended minutes of December 21, 2004. 
 
By:  Alderman Partigianoni 
Seconded: Alderman Faraoni 
 
Corrections noted and made. 
 
Approved:  Ayes - 8 
   Nays - 0 
 
BILLS 
 
Bills are reviewed  and received. 
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January 4, 2005 
 
MAYOR’S REPORT 
 
The Mayor was on the WKRT morning show to talk about the downtown façade program and 
the $650,000 grant.  That prompted Channel 10 to ask for an interview with him and Bernie 
Thoma.  They did one Monday morning and it will be aired January 5.  He attended the New 
Year’s Eve Celebration, which was awesome and 4,000 people were in attendance.  Some 
revelers stayed around until 6 a.m.  He thanked the Committee for doing a great job. 
 
WARD REPORTS
 
Ward 1 - Alderman Faraoni 
 
Alderman Faraoni wishes to thank Chris and Gino and the DPW workers for their hard work all 
year long.  Streets after leaf pickup were the cleanest that he has ever seen and the Christmas 
tree pickups are occurring almost as fast as people are putting them out.  The first ward has 
been quiet. 
 
Ward 2 - Alderman Terwilliger 
 
Ward has been quiet.  Keith Agate called her about a dumpster that his neighbor has near his 
driveway and he asked if the Council had talked more about that.  He was hoping to attend the 
meeting, but was unable to make it.  Also she received a call regarding putting in a crosswalk 
between HSBC Bank and the Corner of Central Avenue.  The constituent had written to the 
Public Safety Commission as well.  Perhaps the City can get some lines or something done 
down there. 
 
Ward 3 - Alderman Morey 
 
Couple calls received regarding the Christmas light contest.  Question came up, did the 
Council cancel this and she wants to be clear that there has been no action by this Council to 
do away with that program.  It has been quiet otherwise.  She requested an update on the fire 
station, the Capital budget and what is needed to reconcile last year’s budget.    She also 
asked for an update on the new fire station from the Mayor.  She requested that he include the 
Council or a member of it when the Mayor met with the firemen to discuss their needs in 
regard to the new fire station.   She volunteered to be a part of that process.   
 
Ward 4 - Alderman Guido 
 
He received a call in regard to the Christmas light contest and he hoped it would be back on 
track for 2005.  A call was received regarding skunks.  His feeling was that a small sum of 
money had been set aside in the budget for the skunk issue, but it should be a homeowner’s 
responsibility.  He did refer it to the Finance Administrator.  There were also phone calls in 
regard to recycling not being picked up because it wasn’t actually put in the bin and another 
had not separated their recycling.   
 
 
 
 



 3

January 4, 2005 
 
Ward 5 - Alderman Quail 
 
He and his family went to the First Night Celebration and found it very rousing, with a lot of 
families as well as young people in attendance.  He wished to thank Chris Bistocchi and his  
DPW crew for dealing with the sewage issues on Sunnyfield during the Christmas week.  He 
wanted to remind people not to throw grease down the sewer drain.  He also wished to remind 
people to drive safely and not to speed especially when children are on the sidewalks.  Asked 
for an update on Landscape and Design and South Main Street Project.   
 
Ward 6 - Alderman Feiszli 
 
Quiet in the ward.  The building that housed the Old Homer House on Main Street will be 
starting reconstruction soon.  She urges residents to contribute to local organizations and 
charities that are collecting for victims of the tsunami disaster. 
 
Ward 7 - Alderman Partigianoni 
 
He had just been attending a meeting and more information will be forthcoming on the 
Community Center.  His ward is big on recognizing outstanding holiday displays and in 
keeping with the tradition, he toured the ward and there two outstanding displays.  First place 
co-winners were Allyn and Joan Davis, 90 East Court Street and Dennis and Anita Musson, 88 
East Court Street.   Certificates were awarded to the two families.  There were four runners up: 
Darryl Reynolds and Linda, Judith and Wayne Doran, Homer Coots and Helen Mariean and 
Carl and Kathy Hicks.  He vows to have a citywide contest next year and will chair the 
committee with the Council’s support.  He reported that donations of furniture and appliances 
have already been received for the Community Center.  He also asked the public for continued 
donations of usable items. 
 
Ward 8 - Alderman Michaels 
 
Wishes everyone a Happy New Year.  There was a large crowd including kids at the First 
Night Celebration, helped by the good weather.  Looked into the space on Elm Street for the 
adult center and sees it as a spacious, nice location.  Received calls regarding code which 
may become a civil matter.  There was an issue with garbage on Hyatt Street that was strewn 
around the neighborhood because it had been put outside early and dogs had gotten into it.  
He apologized to his ward for the non-participation in the holiday decorating contest.  He 
assures that it will not be the case in 2005.  He is putting together an agenda for his next Ward 
meeting and will publish it.  He received a call regarding the crow issue and also looked into 
the local Grand Rental perhaps purchasing crow scaring units.  He’s looking forward to a 
productive new year. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 4

January 4, 2005 
 
RESOLUTION #2 OF 2005 – Approve the designation of the Cortland Standard as the official 
newspaper of the City of Cortland. 
 
By:  Alderman Morey 
Seconded: Alderman Quail 
 
Approved: Ayes - 8  
  Nays - 0 
 
 
RESOLUTION #3 OF 2005 – Designating the following bank depositories for City funds: 
 

1. Alliance Bank 
2. Key Bank of New York 
3. J P Morgan Chase Bank NA 
4. HSBC Bank, USA 
5. MBIA-Class 
6. M & T Bank 

 
By:  Alderman Partigianoni 
Seconded: Alderman Faraoni 
 
Approved: Ayes - 8 
  Nays - 0 
 
 
RESOLUTION #4 OF 2005 – Designation of Andrew J. Damiano and Carol D. Sonnacchio as 
the signators on all accounts. 
 
By:  Alderman Terwilliger 
Seconded: Alderman Michaels 
 
Approved: Ayes - 8 
  Nays - 0 
 
Adjournment. 
 
By:  Alderman Quail 
Seconded: Alderman Terwilliger 
 
Approved: Ayes - 8 
  Nays - 0 
 
 
 
I, JOHN O. REAGAN, CITY CLERK OF THE CITY OF CORTLAND, NEW YORK DO 
HEREBY CERTIFY THAT SAID RESOLUTIONS WERE ADOPTED AT A REGULAR 
MEETING OF THE COMMON COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF CORTLAND, HELD ON THE 4TH  



 5

January 4, 2005 
 
 
DAY OF JANUARY, 2005.  I FURTHER CERTIFY THE FOREGOING RESOLUTIONS WERE 
PRESENTED TO THE MAYOR IN THE TIME REQUIRED. 
 
 
_________________________________  ___________________________________ 
JOHN O. REAGAN – CITY CLERK  MAYOR THOMAS GALLAGHER 
 


