
                  
City Council Minutes 
The City of Cortland 

 
January 3, 2006 

 
Council Meeting #1 
January 3, 2006 
Regular Business Session 
City Hall 
7:00 PM 
 
Present:  Alderman VanGorder, Terwilliger, Cobb, DeCarlo, Quail, 
   Feiszli, Partigianoni and Michales 
 
Staff Present: Director of Admin. & Finance Andrew Damiano,  
   Corporation Counsel Lawrence Knickerbocker and  
   City Clerk John O. Reagan 
 
Mayor Gallagher calls the first Common Council meeting of the year to order at 7:00 PM. 
 
PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE TO THE FLAG 
 
The Mayor welcomed everyone and wished everyone a very Happy New Year. 
 
Public Comment 
 
 No one was present to speak. 
 
Minutes of December 20, 2005
 
RESOLUTION #1 OF 2006 - Approve the minutes of December 20, 2005 as amended. 
 
By:   Alderman Terwilliger 
Seconded:  Alderman Quail 
 
Approved:  Ayes - 8 
   Nays - 0 
 
Bills were reviewed and received. 
 
MAYOR’S REPORT
 
He met with Housing Visions for an update on their South Main Street rehab project and 
was a guest of Kevin Mooney on WKRT.  He also attended the swearing in ceremony for 
the Common Council and County Legislators. 
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Ward 1 - Alderman VanGorder 
 
She thanked the Ward residents.   She has received a few calls and she is working with 
the Code Office on a couple of things.  She is looking forward to working with the Mayor 
and Council members. 
 
Ward 2 - Alderman Terwilliger 
 
She congratulated the new Council members.  It has been a quiet new year in the Ward.  
She also noted that the gift she sent to the holiday lighting contest winners in her Ward 
had been returned, so she will deliver it personally this week. 
 
Ward 3 - Alderman Cobb 
 
She thanked the residents for electing her and she is happy to be here.  The Ward has 
been quiet, but there were some issues prior to her taking office and she is working on 
those. 
 
Ward 4 - Alderman DeCarlo 
 
He is looking forward to working with the Council. 
 
Ward 5 - Alderman Quail 
 
He welcomed the new members.  He attended the First Night celebration and it went off 
well.  He did an interview with Kevin Mooney and Melanie DeMoore in regards to Stop 
Main Street and where they are going with the Neighborhood Watch and the changes 
that have been seen in the Ward.  Crows are on Williams and South Main Street.  He has 
suggested to people that they go out and make loud noises so that the crows don’t roost 
and that seems to be working in some areas.  At the last meeting, he spoke of 
purchasing a plaque to honor Council members who have served at least five (5) terms 
over ten (10) years.  There are only three (3) in City history that have ever done that.  
The tree ordinance hasn’t been finished.  Neither has dumpsters and pods.  He is starting 
to see more pods popping up.   
 
Ward 6 - Alderman Feiszli 
 
It was noted by Alderman Feiszli that the pods have to be moved by the company and 
she suggested that the Council review the ordinance as these are becoming more and 
more popular.  She also has concerns about abandoned cars and noted that they have a 
year from when the inspection runs out.  She also received some calls regarding 
secondary streets and the lack of salting on them.  She hasn’t spoken to Mr. Bistocchi, 
but she will.  The bus shelter is another issue.  She outlined for the new members that it 
was an unresolved issue and that she would be putting it on the agenda for the next 
meeting and she has compiled information to give them regarding the issue.  She hopes 
to put it to rest at the next meeting. 
 
Ward 7 - Alderman Partigianoni 
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He received a few calls regarding trash collection during the holiday week.  People were 
confused.  He got a hold of the DPW for their schedule.  He got a hold of the plans for the 
Advanced Auto Parts store being built on Pomeroy.  Some neighboring properties would 
also like to be part of the zone change and he thinks they should, also.  He also received 
a call re: Hubbard St., near Central Avenue because delivery trucks had created a small 
problem for residents there.  A driveway was blocked more than once.  The City 
Volunteer Fire Fighters are holding their annual dinner on March 9, 2006 at the American 
Legion. 
 
Ward 8 - Alderman Michales 
 
He took the opportunity to welcome the new Council members.  He had two (2) issues 
and they were referred to Mr. Damiano. 
 
RESOLUTION #2 OF 2006 - Consideration of a Resolution designating the Cortland 
Standard as the official newspaper of the City of Cortland. 
 
By:   Alderman Quail 
Seconded:  Alderman Feiszli 
 
Approved:  Ayes - 8 
   Nays - 0 
 
RESOLUTION #3 OF 2006 - Consideration of a Resolution designating the following 
bank depositories for City funds: 1. Alliance Bank, 2. Key Bank of New York, 3. J.P. 
Morgan Chase Bank, N.A., 4. HSBC Bank, USA, 5. MBIA - Class and 6. M&T Bank. 
 
There was inquiry as to why multiple banks and Mr. Damiano noted that banks approach 
the City and make various offers and the City makes the best use of the products they 
offer. 
 
By:   Alderman VanGorder 
Seconded:  Alderman Cobb 
 
Approved:  Ayes - 8 
   Nays - 0 
 
RESOLUTION #4 OF 2006 - Consideration of a Resolution designating Andrew J. 
Damiano and Lori Crompton as the signators on all accounts. 
 
By:   Alderman Michales 
Seconded:  Alderman DeCarlo 
 
Approved:  Ayes - 8 
   Nays - 0 
 
RESOLUTION #5 OF 2006 - Consideration of a request for an exotic pet permit 
submitted by John Panzanella of 11 Wheeler Avenue to house chickens on the premises. 
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Alderman Van Gorder called the neighbors and they had no problem with it.  It was also 
noted that Chris Farkas was not living within the City limits and that would need to be 
addressed soon.  Alderman Michales also noted that the permit was not to exceed five 
(5) birds and Mr. Panzanella only had three (3) currently.   
 
By:   Alderman Michales 
Seconded:  Alderman VanGorder 
 
Approved:  Ayes - 8 
   Nays - 0 
 
RESOLUTION #6 OF 2006 - Consideration of the confirmation of the Mayor’s 
reappointments/appointments of the attached list of individuals to various boards and 
commissions as noted. 
 
It was noted that some of the appointees were unknown to the new Council members.  
Alderman Van Gorder did know most of them and seeing that most of them were 
reappointments, she was not uncomfortable with the reappointment process. 
 
By:   Alderman VanGorder 
Seconded:  Alderman Partigianoni 
 
Approved:  Ayes - 8 
   Nays - 0 
 
RESOLUTION #7 OF 2006  - Consideration of a Resolution authorizing the creation of 
the position “Payroll Clerk” in the Finance Department. 
 
Mr. Damiano provided a letter explaining the situation.  Alderman Partigianoni inquired if 
most everything remained the same and Mr. Damiano stated that they had now added 
the requirement of an Associates Degree and past payroll experience to sit for the test.  
The qualifications were increased.  Alderman Feiszli had inquired if a payroll service 
could be used, but Mr. Damiano had explained to her that they would perform only a 
portion of the duties that the Payroll Clerk did. 
 
By:   Alderman Quail 
Seconded:  Alderman Partigianoni 
 
Approved:  Ayes - 8 
   Nays - 0 
 
RESOLUTION #8 OF 2006 - Consideration of a Resolution authorizing the submission of 
an application for a grant from the Shared Municipal Services Incentive Program. 
 
The Mayor noted that this was about the Armory and Smith School and the generator that 
the hospital had donated and getting it installed.  Both the high school and the City can 
each apply for $100,000 and it will take about all of that to install that generator.  That will 
be enough to refurbish the generator and to build a somewhat soundproof building for 
that to be placed in between the Smith School and the armory.  The ten percent (10%) 
match has already been met.  
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By:   Alderman Terwilliger 
Seconded:  Alderman Cobb 
 
Approved:  Ayes - 8 
   Nays - 0 
 
Jo Schaeffer addressed the Council.  She has been reappointed to the Planning 
Commission and the Architectural/Historic District Commission.  She had been reviewing 
the City’s master plan and she urged everyone to look at it again and familiarize 
themselves with it and become up to date on a number of issues.  It’s hard to work with 
sitting on the Planning Commission.  They are currently working on a revision of the code 
and some of the code has been needed to be refined.  She hopes it will be before the 
Council for approval soon.  One of the things found in the master plan was that the City 
should work closely with the town of Cortlandville to preserve the drinking water.  She 
urged them to look at that situation again before moving forward.  Economic gains cannot 
be balanced against the quality of the drinking water for the community.  It’s in the master 
plan and it’s one of your obligations.  She thanked everyone and hoped that they 
continue to work together as well as they are tonight. 
 
Alderman Partigianoni noted that he was an advocate of streamlining the DPW and the 
Water Department and he inquired if a study could be done to improve the efficiency of 
their services.  Mr. Damiano noted that he would not have to have authorization before 
that could be done and the study has begun, but it would take some time. 
 
There was some discussion regarding back taxes and an amnesty period.  It was noted 
that it is being worked on. 
 
Adjournment 
 
 
By:   Alderman Quail 
Seconded:  Alderman DeCarlo 
 
Approved:  Ayes - 8 
   Nays - 0 
 
I, JOHN O. REAGAN, CITY CLERK OF THE CITY OF CORTLAND, NEW YORK, DO 
HEREBY CERTIFY THAT SAID RESOLUTIONS WERE ADOPTED AT A REGULAR 
MEETING OF THE COMMON COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF CORTLAND, HELD ON 
THE 3RD DAY OF JANUARY 2006.  I FURTHER CERTIFY THE FOREGOING 
RESOLUTIONS WERE PRESENTED TO THE MAYOR IN THE TIME REQUIRED. 
 
 
______________________________ __________________________________ 
JOHN O. REAGAN - CITY CLERK  MAYOR THOMAS GALLAGHER 
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