City of Cortland — Common Council
City Council Minutes
The City of Cortland
August 16, 2016

Council Meeting #15

August 16, 2016

25 Court Street

6:30 PM

Present: Mayor Brian Tobin, Aldermen John Bennett, Bill Carpenter, Carlos Ferrer,
Adam Megivern, Gary Thomas, Thomas Michales, Katy Silliman, Michelle
Mastropolo

Staff Present: Corporation Counsel Richard VanDonsel, Police Chief Catalano,

Superintendent of WWTP Bruce Adams, Director of Administration and
Finance Mack Cook, City Clerk Raymond A. Parker, and Confidential
Secretary to the Mayor Devon Rainbow

PUBLIC HEARING:
Mayor Brian Tobin opened the Public Hearing on amending the Local Law section 102-9C on Rental
Permits at 6:30PM.

Sharon Stevens spoke in support of the changes. She likes the idea of standardized signs. Limiting
or restricting the use of the signs that go in the yard would be good. She hopes that they will no
longer be allowed once this is in place. They are an eye sore for the City and are often up all year.
Yard sale and political signs are currently restricted.

The Public Hearing was closed at 6:35PM

REGULAR SESSION:
Mayor Brian Tobin called the fifteenth Common Council meeting of the year to order at 7:00 PM.

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE

Public Comments:

Jo Shaffer — Wanted to state that she is in support of the signs for rental properties. She has been
involved in many of the commissions for the City. There is a concern regarding a big sign that is
currently up at the bottom of Graham and Groton Ave. August 17" marks the anniversary of the
amendment to the constitution that was signed for Women’s Right to Vote. She would also like
her request from a previous meeting regarding a report on the tickets issued on Pearl St.
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Jacqueline Spoon — Wanted to let everyone know that the Library is having an open house on
September 16%™ from 5PM-8PM. CNY Arts will be there along with music. They are looking for a
board member as they currently have an opening.

RESOLUTION #199 of 2016 - Resolution to approve the August 2, 2016 Common Council Minutes
as presented.

Motion By: Alderman Ferrer
Seconded By: Alderman Bennett
Approved: Ayes—8

Nays -0

Resolution #200 of 2016 - Resolution to approve the special event application for Summer Reading
Program Finale Party on August 20, 2016 10AM- 1PM in the Courthouse Park.

Motion By: Alderman Bennett
Seconded By: Alderman Silliman
Approved: Ayes — 8

Nays -0

Resolution #201 of 2016 — Resolution to approve the special event application for September
11ths 15™ Anniversary Commemoration on Sunday, September 11, 2016 9AM — 2PM at 76 Main
St. Cortland.

Working with CNY History center. There will be a 9/11 movie in the morning and a traveling
memorial wall put up on display for everyone to view. They will be escorting a piece of the twin
towers to VFW to be on display.

Motion By: Alderman Mastropolo
Seconded By: Alderman Silliman
Approved: Ayes—8

Nays -0

Resolution #202 of 2016 — Resolution to approve the special event application for Cortland
Comeback on August 27, 2016 from 9AM — 8PM in the Courthouse Park.

The event was pushed back from its original date due to other events happening at the same time.

Motion By: Alderman Bennett
Seconded By: Alderman Silliman
Approved: Ayes— 8

Nays— 0
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Item #4 — Presentation on the Municipal Fire Alarm Loop.

Mr. Ames was present for the presentation. He has been coming through Cortland for 50 years
and says what a positive influence Council has been to Cortland. He feels that everyone here in the
City cares and wants to do what is best. An asset the Municipality has is the “Right of Way”. This
means the municipal signaling cable on the poles which entitles City owned cables to be hung on
the pole for signaling. The master boxes can be maintained through Ethernet linked to the cable
wires. This enables the use of multiple alarm signaling technologies in a single system. We can
work with FEMA to get some extra funds for the upgrade/fix. We can also talk to the College and
County to link in as well. There could be a small fee to businesses to help pay for the maintenance
and upkeep of the system. Mr. Ames is going to get some numbers together of cost and send it to
Council. The City could decide where they want to keep boxes and what ones they want to
eliminate. Parts from one box can be used to refurbish another box.

Chief Glover explained that there currently is no public safety department, time or funding to
maintain the system as it should be. There are a lot of factors with the weather that affect how the
current system works. Letters were sent out asking businesses to place a sticker/sign on pull boxes
to call 911 in addition to using the pull box for a backup. At this point we need Council to decide if
they want to invest into the system or get rid of the system. It is suggested to send a letter to
businesses letting them know what the City is looking into and that this has not been
forgotten/ignored.

Item #5 — Presentation on the Firefighter for a Day Camp.
This item was pulled from the agenda.

Resolution #203 of 2016 — Resolution to accept, recognize, and appropriate the following
donations.

Donation Amount Event/Project Budget Line
Pudgies Pizza $250.00 Fire Fighter Camp A-7550.5405
Ellen & David Tucker $1,000.00 Wickwire Pool Wickwire Pool Trust

Fund
Total Donations $1,250.00

Thank you for the donations.

Motion By: Alderman Bennett
Seconded By: Alderman Silliman
Approved: Ayes —8

Nays -0

Resolution #204 of 2016 — Resolution to accept, recognize and appropriate the proceeds from the
fourth annual Cortland Police Department bicycle sale in the amount of $450.00 and an additional
$120.00 from Professor Kone, with all proceeds going to the Water Works Deer Fund.
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Motioned By: Alderman Carpenter
Seconded By: Alderman Michales
Approved: Ayes—8

Nays -0

Resolution #205 of 2016 — Resolution to authorize the Mayor to execute an easement for property
located at 165 Elm St in consideration of $500.00 donation to the Dexter Park project.

A few years ago the City acquired a piece of property on Elm St. The neighbor would like to
purchase the land to clean up his driveway to help sell the property.

Motion By: Alderman Thomas
Seconded By: Alderman Carpenter
Approved: Ayes — 8

Nays -0

Resolution #206 of 2016 — Resolution to suspend the vacant fees for property located at 140
Groton Ave. for the amount of $15,250.

There is a new buyer that wants to bring the house up to code and make other improvements.
Once the work is done and up to code, it will be asked for Council to waive the fees.

Motion By: Alderman Bennett
Seconded By: Alderman Thomas
Approved: Ayes—8

Nays -0

Resolution #207 of 2016 — Resolution to authorize the submission of a grant under the “Zombie”
and Vacant Properties Remediation and Prevention Initiative.

Whereas: Vacant and Abandoned properties within the City represent a clear and present threat to the public’s
health, safety and welfare,

Whereas: Vacant and abandoned properties within the City negatively affects the fiscal well-being of the City, the
County and School District,

Whereas: the identification and monitoring of vacant and abandoned properties impose a financial hardship upon the
City,

Whereas: the City Council has supported legislation introduced in the State General Assembly intended to aid
municipalities in managing vacant and abandoned properties,

Whereas: the NYS Attorney General through the Local Initiatives Support Corporation will provide $13 million in
grants, through an invitation-only Request for Application, to municipalities to support programs addressing
homeowner retention, housing vacancy and blight, prevention, with an emphasis on “zombie” property prevention
and enforcement,

Whereas: The grant funds to be distributed are being made available as the result of a February 11, 2016 settlement
agreement entered into between Morgan Stanley & Co. LLC and the Office of New York Attorney General Eric T.
Scheiderman.
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Therefore Be It Resolved that the City is hereby authorized to submit an Application for grant funding under the
“Zombie” and Vacant Properties Remediation and Prevention Initiative.

Motion By: Alderman Bennett
Seconded By: Alderman Silliman
Approved: Ayes—8

Nays -0

Item #11 — Consideration of a Resolution to adopt a negative declaration for the City of
Cortland Clinton Ave. streetscape storm water GIGP project.

This item was pulled from the agenda

Resolution #208 of 2016 — Resolution to authorize and direct Mack Cook as Director of
Administration and Finance of the City of Cortland, to accept funds from the New York State Office
of Parks, Recreation and Historic Preservation in accordance with the provisions of Title 9 of the
Environmental Protection Act of 1993, in an amount not to exceed $235,400, and enter into and
execute a project agreement with the State for such financial assistance to the City of Cortland for
the restoration of the roof and masonry on its historic Central Fire Station and, if appropriated, a
conservation easement/preservation covenant to the deed of the assisted property.

Motioned By: Alderman Silliman
Seconded By: Alderman Megivern
Approved: Ayes—8

Nays -0

Resolution #209 of 2016 — Resolution to adopt an equal employment opportunity policy
statement.

This is required for the roofing grant.

Motioned By: Alderman Silliman
Seconded By: Alderman Carpenter
Approved: Ayes—8

Nays -0

Item #14 — Discussion on directing City staff to draft a middle income homeowner’s assistance
program for Council’s consideration.

This is something that we need to address before the property becomes vacant. We should help
and support our middle income home owners. The committee would like to take the $70,000 and
use that to assist homeowners avoid foreclosure on their property. There are 100 inhabitable
homes within the City. They would like this to be a matching funds type of loan. It was suggested
that each ward could donate their $5000 toward this. There needs to be specifics written in the
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agreement about what the funds will help cover. The properties need to be owner occupied. The
Mayor would like to have conversations with Thoma regarding how to proceed with this and
procedures to put in place.

Resolution #210 of 2016 — Resolution for a declaration pursuant SEQR parts 2 and 3 regarding the
Clinton Ave. GIGP project.

No negative environmental impact was found on the SEQR.

Motion By: Alderman Silliman
Seconded By: Alderman Bennett
Approved: Ayes — 8

Nays -0
ADJOURNMENT
Motion By: Alderman Bennett
Seconded By: Alderman Ferrer
Approved: Ayes — 8

Nays -0

I, RAYMOND A. PARKER, CITY CLERK FOR THE CITY OF CORTLAND, NEW YORK, DO HEREBY
CERTIFY THAT SAID RESOLUTIONS WERE ADOPTED BY THE COMMON COUNCIL AT A REGULAR
MEETING OF THE COMMON COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF CORTLAND, HELD ON THE 16" DAY OF
AUGUST, 2016. | FURTHER CERTIFY THE FOREGOING RESOLUTIONS WERE PRESENTED TO THE
MAYOR IN THE TIME REQUIRED FOR HIS CONCURRENCE IN ADOPTION OR REJECTION BY VETO
POWER.

RAYMOND A. PARKER, CITY CLERK MAYOR BRIAN TOBIN
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