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City Council Minutes 
The City of Cortland 

July 5, 2016 
 
 
Council Meeting #12 
July 5, 2016  
25 Court Street 
7:00 PM 
 
 

Present:  

 

 

 

Mayor Brian Tobin, Aldermen John Bennett,  Bill Carpenter, Carlos Ferrer, 

Adam Megivern, Thomas Michales 

 

Absent: 

Excused: 

Aldermen Gary Thomas, Katy Silliman 

 

Alderman Michelle Mastropolo 

Staff Present:  Corporation Counsel Richard VanDonsel, Police Chief Catalano, 

Superintendent of WWTP Bruce Adams, Director of Administration and 

Finance Mack Cook, Corporation Counsel Ric VanDonsel, City Clerk Raymond 

A. Parker, and Confidential Secretary to the Mayor Devon Rainbow 

  

 
REGULAR SESSION: 
Mayor Brian Tobin called the Twelfth Common Council meeting of the year to order at 7:00 PM.   
 
PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE 
 
Public Comments:  
Jo Shaffer – Would like to thank the DPW crew for the pleasant experience with all the work that 
has been done on her street. She has received notification on what’s going on and what to expect. 
She would also like to thank Margaret from the water department for the help with her water bill 
when there was a leak in her basement. She went out of her way to talk to her and send her 
paperwork to fill out regarding her bill. The local law regarding property maintenance is a good 
thing and she fully supports it. There is help out there for people that don’t fit the income 
guidelines to have repairs done on their house. She would also like to know what the number of 
violations issued on Pearl St. were from January-June when the students were in town with the 2 
hour parking restriction. Parking is still an issue on this street.  
 
Ward Reports: 
 
Ward 4 – There is still work being done on Warren St. Hopefully it will be done soon.  
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Ward 5 – A joint ward meeting was held and Deputy Chief Paul Sandy was there talking about the 
cameras on Main St. Everyone seemed to be in favor of it. Mark Suban was at the meeting as well. 
There are still some issues with barking dogs on Lansing Ave. Bill is working with the SPCA to help 
resolve this.  
 
Ward 6 – All is quiet. 
 
Ward 7 – Ward meeting is tomorrow and they will be giving an update on the Dexter Park 
Playground. Mark Suban will be attending as well.  
 
Ward 8 – Still dealing with issues on East Ave. It will most likely end with a citation to appear in 
court. This would be their second citation within the last year. There is concern where the 
water/sewer line was replaced. There is a gap and needs to be repaved. There are going to be 
some changes with the trash/compost area on Franklin due to all the stuff that is being dropped 
off that is not recyclable. There will be more talk about how to spend the Ward money with 
possibly joining with Ward 5.  
 
Mayors Report – WSTM is doing a “Your Town” segment and the City of Cortland will be a part of 
it. The Main St. music series starts this week and this Saturday is the Taste of Downtown. It is also 
Alumni weekend at the college.  
 
Proclamation: Mayor Tobin read the proclamation on the 50th Reunion of the Class of 1966 of 
SUNY Cortland. (July 7-10, 2016) 
 
 
RESOLUTION #148 of 2016 - Resolution to approve the June 21, 2016 Common Council Minutes as 
presented.     
 
Motion By:  Alderman Carpenter  
Seconded By:  Alderman Bennett 
 
Approved: Ayes – 5 

Nays – 0 
 
Resolution #149 of 2016 - Resolution to approve the Sound Device Permit for Cortland Regional 
Medical Center event on 8/13/2016. The hospital is a non-profit organization and exempt from the 
Sound Device Permit fee. 
 
This is the 125th year anniversary. 
 
Motion By:  Alderman Megivern 
Seconded By:  Alderman Michales 
   
Approved:  Ayes – 5 
   Nays – 0 
   



City of Cortland – Common Council 

Minutes of the July 5, 2016 Meeting 3 of 7 

Resolution #150 of 2016 – Resolution to approve the application for street closing for the 
Brockway Truck Show on Main St. for Saturday August 13, 2016 8:30AM-4:00PM. 
 
The closing will be from Groton Ave. to Port Watson St. This is a great event and seems to get 
bigger each year.  
 
Motion By:  Alderman Carpenter 
Seconded By:  Alderman Bennett 
 
Approved:  Ayes – 5 
   Nays – 0  
 
Resolution #151 of 2016 – Resolution to permanently appoint Robert Rhea to the position of 
Zoning Officer for the City of Cortland. 
 
This is a Civil Service position. It was a provisional position until the results came out from the test.  
 
Motion By:   Alderman Bennett 
Seconded By:   Alderman Carpenter 
 
Approved:   Ayes— 5 
   Nays— 0  
 
Resolution #152 of 2016 - Resolution to approve the Local Law on revisions to Chapter 220 on the 
City Code pertaining to Property Maintenance. 
 
They will follow up with the concerns that were brought up at the last meeting. 
 
Motion By:  Alderman Bennett 
Seconded By:  Alderman Megivern 
 
Approved:  Ayes – 4 
   Nays – 1 (Ferrer) 
 
Resolution #153 of 2016 – Resolution to approve the Local Law to restrict parking on the South 
side of Prospect Terrace from Calvert Street to the first driveway heading east approximately 75ft. 
 
Motioned By:  Alderman Bennett 
Seconded By:  Alderman Carpenter 
 
Approved:  Ayes – 5 
   Nays – 0  
 
Resolution #154 of 2016 – Resolution to appropriate $3,520.00 proceeds from the sale of (1) 
retired marked police vehicle from City Police Department to Account A3120.206.00 for the 
purchase of a new police vehicle in 2016 & 2017. 
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Motion By:  Alderman Carpenter 
Seconded By:  Alderman Michales 
 
Approved:  Ayes – 5 
   Nays – 0  
 
Resolution #155 of 2016 – Resolution to accept, recognize and appropriate the following 
donations.  
 

Donation Amount Event/Project Budget Line 

Frosted 
 

$50.00 Porch Fest A-7550.5405 

Magpie Custom 
Creations 

 

$50.00 Porch Fest A-7550.5405 

Reagan Land Surveying 
 

$100.00 Porch Fest A-7550.5405 

Benjamin Service LLC 
 

$100.00 Porch Fest A-7550.5405 

The Walsh Law Firm PC 
 

$100.00 Porch Fest A-7550.5405 

Christian Woman of 
Faith 

 

$60.00 Porch Fest A-7550.5405 

Uncorked Creations 
 

$100.00 Porch Fest A-7550.5405 

Joseph J. Speicher Jr., 
DDS PC 

$100.00 Porch Fest A-7550.5405 

The Picture House 
 

$100.00 Porch Fest A-7550.5405 

Cinch Art Space 
 

$50.00 Porch Fest A-7550.5405 

Lawrence J. 
Knickerbocker 

 

$100.00 Porch Fest A-7550.5405 

Patrick M. Snyder 
 

$100.00 Porch Fest A-7550.5405 

St. Mary’s School 
 

$100.00 Porch Fest A-7550.5405 

Black Mountain 
Landscape 

$100.00 Porch Fest A-7550.5405 

Waterwitch Steamer & 
Hose Co. #1 

$500.00 Fire Fighter for Day 
Camp 

A-7550.5405 

Total Donations $1,660.00   

 
The donations for Porch Fest will go towards the cost of advertisement and items needed for the 
area to entertain the children at the Rotary shelter.  
 
Motion By:  Alderman Bennett 
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Seconded By:  Alderman Megivern 
 
Approved:  Ayes – 5 
   Nays – 0 
    
Resolution #156 of 2016 – Resolution to authorize a 2016 CFA Local Government Efficiency Grant 
jointly with the Town of Cortlandville and the Village of Homer for $600,000.00 to fund phase 2 of 
the Smart Water Meter Project. 
 
940 meters have been replaced so far.  
 
Motion By:   Alderman Bennett 
Seconded By:  Alderman Carpenter 
 
Approved:   Ayes – 5 
   Nays – 0  
 
Resolution #157 of 2016 — Resolution to authorize a 2016 Local Government Efficiency Grant 
jointly with the Town of Cortlandville and the Village of Homer for $600,000.00 to fund the 
acquisition of a wood grinder/chipper. 
 
Motioned By:  Alderman Bennett 
Seconded By:  Alderman Carpenter 
 
Approved:  Ayes – 5 
   Nays – 0 

Resolution #158 of 2016 — Resolution to authorize the filing of a 2016 CFA Environment 
Facilities Corporation GIGP grant application to fund a portion of the Southside Drainage 
Project. 
 
Motioned By:  Alderman Bennett 
Seconded By:  Alderman Carpenter 
 
Approved:  Ayes – 5 
   Nays – 0 
 
Resolution #159 of 2016 – Resolution to review Southside Drainage Project pursuant to SEQR. 
 
Motion By:   Alderman Megivern 
Seconded By:  Alderman Michales 
 
Approved:   Ayes – 5 
   Nays – 0  
 
Resolution #160 of 2016 – Resolution to appoint Julie Gross as Deputy Registrar for the City Clerk’s 
Office for a 2 year term ending December 31, 2017. 
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Motion By:   Alderman Bennett 
Seconded By:  Alderman Carpenter 
 
Approved:   Ayes – 5 
   Nays – 0  
 
Resolution #161 of 2016 – Resolution to appoint Devon Rainbow as Subregistrar for the City 
Clerk’s Office for a 2 year term ending December 31, 2017. 
 
Motion By:   Alderman Bennett 
Seconded By:  Alderman Carpenter 
 
Approved:   Ayes – 5 
   Nays – 0  
 
Resolution #162 of 2016 – Resolution to authorize the City of Cortland Common Council to act as 
lead agency for the SEQR process of the City Cortland Clinton Ave streetscape storm water GIGP 
project No. 1293. 
 
Motion By:   Alderman Bennett 
Seconded By:  Alderman Megivern 
 
Approved:   Ayes – 5 
   Nays – 0  
 
Resolution #163 of 2016 – Resolution of SEQR type for the City of Cortland Clinton Ave 
Streetscape storm water GIGP project No. 1293. 
 
Motion By:   Alderman Carpenter 
Seconded By:  Alderman Bennett 
 
Approved:   Ayes – 5 
   Nays – 0  
 
Resolution #164 of 2016 – Resolution to authorize the local match for Construction Grants for the 
City of Cortland Clinton Ave streetscape storm water GIGP project No. 1293. 
 
Motion By:   Alderman Megivern 
Seconded By:  Alderman Bennett 
 
Approved:   Ayes – 5 
   Nays – 0  
 
ITEM #17 WAS REMOVED FROM THE AGENDA DUE TO DUPLICATION. 
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Resolution #165 of 2016 – Resolution to authorize the issuance of a bond in the amount of 
$1,917,790 Million Dollars to fund the Cortland Clinton Ave streetscape storm water GIGP project 
No. 1293. 
 
Motion By:   Alderman Bennett 
Seconded By:  Alderman Megivern 
 
Approved:   Ayes – 5 
   Nays – 0  
 
Resolution #166 of 2016 – Resolution to publish the Estopple notice authorizing the sale of bonds 
in the amount of $1,917,790 Million Dollars to fund the Cortland Clinton Ave. streetscape storm 
water GIGP project No. 1293. 
 
Motion By:   Alderman Bennett 
Seconded By:  Alderman Megivern 
 
Approved:   Ayes – 5 
   Nays – 0  
 
Resolution #167 of 2016 – Resolution to authorize the Mayor to sign a SRO Memorandum of 
Understanding with the Cortland Enlarged City School District. 
 
Motion By:   Alderman Carpenter 
Seconded By:  Alderman Bennett 
 
Approved:   Ayes – 5 
   Nays – 0  
 
ADJOURNMENT   
 
Motion By:  Alderman Ferrer 
Seconded By:  Alderman Michales   
 
Approved:  Ayes – 5 
   Nays – 0 
 
 
I, RAYMOND A. PARKER, CITY CLERK FOR THE CITY OF CORTLAND, NEW YORK, DO HEREBY 
CERTIFY THAT SAID RESOLUTIONS WERE ADOPTED BY THE COMMON COUNCIL AT A REGULAR 
MEETING OF THE COMMON COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF CORTLAND, HELD ON THE 5th DAY OF JULY, 
2016.  I FURTHER CERTIFY THE FOREGOING RESOLUTIONS WERE PRESENTED TO THE MAYOR IN 
THE TIME REQUIRED FOR HIS CONCURRENCE IN ADOPTION OR REJECTION BY VETO POWER. 
 
_________________________________  ____________________________ 
RAYMOND A. PARKER, CITY CLERK    MAYOR BRIAN TOBIN  


