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City Council Minutes 
The City of Cortland 

April 19, 2016 
 
 
Council Meeting #8 
April 19, 2016  
25 Court Street 
6:30 PM 
 
Present:  

  

Mayor Brian Tobin, Aldermen John Bennett, Michelle Mastropolo, Gary 

Thomas, Katy Silliman, Bill Carpenter, Carlos Ferrer, Adam Megivern, 

Thomas Michales  

 

Staff Present:  

 

Corporation Counsel Richard VanDonsel, Police Chief Catalano, Fire Chief 

Glover, Superintendent of WWTP Bruce Adams, Director of Administration 

and Finance Mack Cook, City Clerk Raymond A. Parker, and Confidential 

Secretary to the Mayor Devon Rainbow  

  
PUBLIC HEARING 
 
Mayor Tobin opened the first public hearing on surplus property at 6:32 PM.  
 
No one was present to speak 
 
The public hearing was closed at 6:33 PM.  
 
PUBLIC HEARING 
 
Mayor Tobin opened the second public hearing on changing the city fire lane laws at 6:42 PM.  
 
No one was present to speak 
 
The public hearing was closed at 6:43 PM.  
 
PUBLIC HEARING 
 
Mayor Brian Tobin opened the third public hearing on the amended tobacco use law at 6:50 PM.  
 
Jennifer Hamilton spoke on her concerns about the law as amended, including concerns about 
enforcement of the tobacco-free policy. She thanked the City for including electronic nicotine 
delivery devices as part of the tobacco-free law. However, she would like to note that the law 
defines smoking as something that must be lit and has tobacco in it, and pointed out that 
electronic cigarettes are not lit and do not contain tobacco.  
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The public hearing was closed at 6:54 PM 
 
REGULAR SESSION: 
 
Mayor Brian Tobin called the Seventh Common Council meeting of the year to order at 7:00 PM.   
 
PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE 
 
Public Comments:    
 
No one was signed up for public comments.  

RESOLUTION #89 of 2016 – Resolution shall be given to classify the project listed below as 
Type II actions under SEQR as identified in 6 NYCRR Part 617.5 (c) (2) which states the following 
actions are not subject to review including, "replacement, rehabilitation or reconstruction of a 
structure or facility, in kind, on the same site, including upgrading buildings to meet building or 
fire codes, unless such actions meet or exceed any of the thresholds in section 617.4 of this 
Part;" 

(1)  Cortland Air Stripper Rehabilitation and Water Treatment Facility Improvements 

Resolution brought to Council upon this meeting due to 

 

Motion By:   Alderman Bennett  
Seconded By:   Alderman Silliman  
 
Approved:    Ayes—8 
   Nays—0  
 

RESOLUTION #90 of 2016 - Resolution shall be given to classify the project listed below as Type 
II actions under SEQR as identified in 6 NYCRR Part 617.5 (c) (2) which states the following 
actions are not subject to review including, "replacement, rehabilitation or reconstruction of a 
structure or facility, in kind, on the same site, including upgrading buildings to meet building or 
fire codes, unless such actions meet or exceed any of the thresholds in section 617.4 of this 
Part;" 

(1) South Side Drainage Project 
 
Motion By:  Alderman Thomas 
Seconded By:  Alderman Carpenter  
 
Approved:   Ayes—8 
   Nays—0  
 
RESOLUTION #91 of 2016 - Resolution to approve the April 5, 2016 Common Council Minutes as 
presented.     
 
Motion By:  Alderman Bennett   
Seconded By:  Alderman Carpenter  
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Approved: Ayes – 8 
Nays – 0 

 
Alderman John Bennett requested a discussion to be added on the agenda regarding Facility 
Committee potential feasibility study. This was approved by the rest of Council.  
 
Proclamation: Mayor Tobin read the proclamation declaring Friday April 29th Arbor Day  
Proclamation: Mayor Tobin read the proclamation declaring May 5th the National Day of Prayer 
Proclamation: Mayor Tobin read the proclamation that May as Building Safety Month  
 
Item #1 – Presentation on CACTC Youth Survey Report.  
 
Matt Whitman was present to explain results of the 2015 youth survey regarding risky behaviors 
among 7th – 1 2th graders in Cortland County. The results of the survey were handed out in a 
booklet to the Council. Matt discussed the 9 strategies used to combat drug use among teenagers, 
as well as different factors they used to determine risk among students. They would like the help 
and support from the community to get this information out and help bring the numbers down 
and spread awareness. CACTC will be having a community forum on May 2nd at 6 pm at the Center 
for the Arts in Homer.  
 
Resolution #92 of 2016 - Resolution to adopt an Implementation Plan for the City’s fiscal year 
2015 Community Development Block Grant per attached memo. 
 
Motion By:  Alderman Bennett 
Seconded By:  Alderman Thomas  
   
Approved:  Ayes – 8 
   Nays – 0 
   
Resolution #93 of 2016 – Resolution to designate Mack Cook, Director of City Administration and 
Finance", as the City's Section 3 Coordinator as required for all Community Development Block 
Grant awardees" 
 
Motion By:  Alderman Carpenter  
Seconded By:  Alderman Silliman  
 
Approved:  Ayes – 8  
   Nays – 0  
 
Resolution #95 of 2016 – Resolution to authorize the encumbrance within the Capital Fund of 100 
percent of the Federal and State eligible costs for a transportation Federal Aid Project PIN 375613, 
Contract # D035285, in the amount of $120,000 to fund final design work for the replacement of 
Madison St. Bridge over Dry Creek (BIN 2207800). 
 
Motion By:   Alderman Silliman  
Seconded By:   Alderman Thomas  
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Approved:   Ayes— 8  
   Nays—0  
 
Resolution #96 of 2016 - Resolution to enter into agreement with CDM Smith Engineers for final 
design of bridge replacement at Madison St. over Dry Creek. Cost not to exceed $120,000. 
 
Motion By:  Alderman Thomas  
Seconded By:  Alderman Silliman  
 
Approved:  Ayes – 8  
   Nays – 0 
 
Resolution #97 of 2016 - Resolution to accept and appropriate the following donations.  
 

Donation Amount Event/Project Budget Line 
Mike Dexter 

 
$250.00 Dexter Park A-7110.5206 

Various Donors in honor 
of James Yaman 

$2,280.00 James Yaman A-7110.5206 

Matthew Seyfried- 
SUNY Sports 

Management Class  

$228.00 Basketball Event 
Baseball/Basketball 

A-7550.5405 
 

Total Donations $2,758.00   

 
Thank you for the donations.  
 
Motioned By:  Alderman Silliman  
Seconded By:  Alderman Bennett 
 
Approved:  Ayes – 8  
   Nays – 0  
 
Resolution #98 of 2016 - Resolution authorizing the implementation, and funding in the first 
instance 100% of the federal and non-federal aid eligible costs, of the Northeast Gateway and 
Clinton Avenue Corridor Enhancement Initiative Phase 1 Project, and appropriating funds 
therefore. 
 
Motion By:  Alderman Silliman  
Seconded By:  Alderman Bennett  
 
Approved:  Ayes – 8   
   Nays – 0  
 
Resolution #99 of 2016 – Resolution to award the competitively bid contract for Administrative 
and Program Delivery Services in support of the 2015 New York Main Street Grant providing 
$425,000 in funding for the renovation of mixed use properties in the Downtown Historical 
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Core (CFA Grant Number 54947) to Thoma Development Consultants for a fee not to exceed 
$35,500 
 
Motion By:  Alderman Carpenter  
Seconded By:  Alderman Silliman  
 
Approved:  Ayes – 7 
   Nays – 0 
   Abstain – 1 (Alderman Megivern)  
 
Resolution #100 of 2016 – Resolution to authorize the purchase of the following equipment for 
the Public Works Department under the CNY Farm Supply Equipment Exchange Program approved 
by Common Council on March 17, 2015 by Resolution # 68 of 2015   
 

(1) 2015 New Holland Backhoe        List Price  (Vin #NFHH01677)       $134,329 

Less; 
NY State Bid Discount                    ($38,716) 
Trade-in allowance                         ($20,005) 
Purchase Cost                                   $ 75,608 
 

(2)  2015 New Holland Backhoe       List Price  (Vin #NFHH02111)         $137,419 

Less; 
NY State Bid Discount                     ($38,716) 
Trade-in allowance                          ($25,534) 
Purchase Cost                                   $ 76,169 

 
This is about a 100,000 dollar savings. The backhoes that were traded in were 11 years old.  
 
Motion By:   Alderman Bennett  
Seconded By:  Alderman Thomas  
 
Approved:   Ayes – 8  
   Nays – 0  
 
Resolution #101 of 2016 — Resolution to transfer $147,795 to Account Number A5110 DPW 
Maintenance 540500 Operating Equipment from the following Funds and Accounts to purchase 
two backhoes at a cost of $148,777. And encumbering $57,795 from NYS CHIPS Funding 
appropriated to the Capital Projects Fund: 
 

o  GF A5142 DPW Snow and Ice Control 540500 Salt Supply:              $70,000 

o  GF A5142 DPW Snow and Ice Control 540100 Fuel:                           $10,000 

o  GF A5110 DPW Maintenance Per Serv OT:                                           $  5,000 

o  GF A5110 DPW Maintenance Repairs                                                     $ 5,000 

There was less of a need for salting the roads this winter. This is from the budget for 2015 winter.  

 
Motioned By:  Alderman Bennett 
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Seconded By:  Alderman Megivern  
 
Approved:  Ayes – 8 
   Nays – 0 
 
Item #12 of 2016—Discussion on city’s fire alarm system.  
 
Throughout the city there are pull boxes in various locations that are hooked up into the same 
alarm system. Years ago there was a Public Safety Dept. that consisted of 3 individuals. They kept 
track of these and monitored them. Need to have a discussion on the future of the system, what 
can be done, and what should be done.  
 
Fire Chief Glover explained that there are concerns with the pull boxes not working properly and 
not giving firefighters enough time to reach the fire. There are 45 master boxes in the City, 41 of 
them work.  Fire Chief Glover discussed the removal of the street boxes but does not feel that will 
solve the issue. There is about a 2-minute delay in response when you use a 3rd party during an 
emergency. With today’s materials being used in homes, 2 minutes is vital. Early notification is 
important considering they have about 4 minutes for fires. He also understands the financial 
constraints to changing the system.  
 
The Aldermen mentioned fires double every minute, and currently some hooked up are not 
getting the response. There is potential liability and concerns for public safety regarding the city’s 
fire alarm system as well. It was asked if the City could possible charge places to be hooked into 
the system to help pay for the upkeep of the system. It was asked that Chief Glover reach out and 
see if there could be a study done on the cost of updating or fixing our system and how much the 
study will cost.  
 
Corporation Counsel Ric VanDonsel asked that now the City is aware of the issue, places with pull 
boxes need a sticker on the box letting people know to also call 911; not just use the pull box. The 
City will need to designate someone to do checks on the pull boxes routinely.  

*Resolution #102A of 2016 – Resolution shall be given to classify the project listed below as 
Type II actions under SEQR as identified in 6 NYCRR Part 617.5 (c) (2) which states the following 
actions are not subject to review including, "replacement, rehabilitation or reconstruction of a 
structure or facility, in kind, on the same site, including upgrading buildings to meet building or 
fire codes, unless such actions meets or exceeds any of the thresholds in section 617.4 of this 
Part;" 

(1)  Cortland Air Stripper Rehabilitation and Water Treatment Facility Improvements 

 
No negative environmental impact was found on the SEQR.  
 
Motioned By:  Alderman Bennett 
Seconded By:  Alderman Silliman  
 
Approved:  Ayes – 8  
   Nays – 0 
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*Resolution #102B of 2016 - Resolution shall be given to classify the project listed below as 
Type II actions under SEQR as identified in 6 NYCRR Part 617.5 (c) (2) which states the following 
actions are not subject to review including, "replacement, rehabilitation or reconstruction of a 
structure or facility, in kind, on the same site, including upgrading buildings to meet building or 
fire codes, unless such actions meets or exceeds any of the thresholds in section 617.4 of this 
Part;" 

(2) South Side Drainage Project 

No negative environmental impact was found on the SEQR 
 
Motioned By:  Alderman Thomas 
Seconded By:  Alderman Carpenter  
 
Approved:  Ayes – 8  
   Nays – 0 

*Resolution #102C of 2016 — Resolution shall be given to classify the project listed below as 
unlisted actions under SEQR as identified in 6 NYCRR Part 617.5 (c) (2) which states the 
following actions are not subject to review including, "replacement, rehabilitation or 
reconstruction of a structure or facility, in kind, on the same site, including upgrading buildings 
to meet building or fire codes, unless such actions meet or exceed any of the thresholds in 
section 617.4 of this Part;" 

(1) Otter Creek Project 
 

No negative environmental impact was found on the SEQR.  
 
Motioned By:  Alderman Silliman  
Seconded By:  Alderman Carpenter  
 
Approved:  Ayes – 8  
   Nays – 0 
 
*Items #13 and #14 were left out of the minutes and needed to be added in. Resolution 102 is 
now 102A, B, & C.  
 
Item #16 of 2016 — Discussion on facility committee’s meetings.  
 
Aldermen Bennett and Megivern explained they want to look into the possibility of having a 
feasibility study done on some current structures in the City. Many departments have come 
forward with needs to expand, including police department, fire department and the court. Public 
safety has some concerns as well. The Facility Committee would like to seek funding and hiring for 
a feasibility study since there has not been once since the 1990s.  
 
Alderman Megivern wanted to remind everybody that Wednesday, April 20th at 7 o’clock at 9 
Main Street the preliminary findings of the Downtown Survey will be presented.  
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Mayor Tobin wants to remind community members that as the weather get nicer to be 
considerate of neighbors. The Big Event will be this weekend and there are 64 job sites with over 
600 student volunteers. There is a request for more gardening tools and wheelbarrows.  
 
ADJOURNMENT   
 
Motion By:  Alderman Silliman  
Seconded By:  Alderman Carpenter  
 
Approved:  Ayes – 8 
   Nays – 0 
 
 
I, RAYMOND A. PARKER, CITY CLERK FOR THE CITY OF CORTLAND, NEW YORK, DO HEREBY 
CERTIFY THAT SAID RESOLUTIONS WERE ADOPTED BY THE COMMON COUNCIL AT A REGULAR 
MEETING OF THE COMMON COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF CORTLAND, HELD ON THE 19th DAY OF 
APRIL, 2016.  I FURTHER CERTIFY THE FOREGOING RESOLUTIONS WERE PRESENTED TO THE 
MAYOR IN THE TIME REQUIRED FOR HIS CONCURRENCE IN ADOPTION OR REJECTION BY VETO 
POWER. 
 
_________________________________  ____________________________ 
RAYMOND A. PARKER, CITY CLERK    MAYOR BRIAN TOBIN  


