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City Council Minutes 

The City of Cortland 

October 7, 2014 
 
Council Meeting #19 
October 7, 2014 
Regular Session 
City Hall 
7:00 PM   
 
Present: Mayor Brian Tobin, Alderman Bennett, Bird, Dye, Dutcher, Ferguson and Ferrer, 

Silliman (*Alderman Dye left the meeting after agenda item #10) 
 
Absent:  Alderman Michales    
 
Staff Present: Director of Administration and Finance Mack Cook, Confidential Secretary to the 

Mayor Shellie Blaisdell, City Clerk Ray Parker 
  
Public Hearing #1 – To hear comments on the proposed additions to Chapter 107-Buildings-Vacant of the 
Code for the City of Cortland.  

 The Public Hearing opened at 6:45 pm. There was no one to speak at this public hearing.  

 The Public Hearing closed at 6:49 pm.  
 
Public Hearing #2 – To hear comments on the proposed amendment to the rental Permit Law and for 
discussion of a new nuisance ordinance for the City of Cortland.  

 The Public Hearing opened at 6:50 pm.  
 
Steve Muka – expressed concern that there is not enough time for the public to review the proposed 
amendment because it was just made available on Monday, October 6, 2014. Asked for another public 
hearing.  

 The Public Hearing closed at 6:53 pm.  
 
REGULAR SESSION: 
 
Mayor Brian Tobin called the nineteenth Common Council meeting of the year to order at 7:00 PM.  
 
PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE 
 
Public Comments:  
 
Connie Sorrells – Taxpayer-wants to publicly thank Alderman Bird and Alderman Ferguson who voiced 
concerns over the line item in the city budget for the non-city entity – Gateway project is not tax payer 
money – why is it in the city budget? Also wanted to comment on Alderman Silliman’s view on the retail 
market being gone and not coming back made during a budget workshop. I certainly hope that is not what 
she really believes. Broaden thought process and support building retail.  
 
Mike Dexter –  

1.  Downtown –BT Jones location – is an eyesore and needs to be cleaned up. It has been over one 
month since they said they would be doing something and yet it still sits. The curtains are falling, 
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the conditions of the apartments upstairs with blankets over the windows and not attractive from 
the outside. 

2. Mr. Reeners property on Woodruff/Lincoln is an example of good display of how landlords should 
present their buildings. He really does a good job.  

3.  Tree issue.  
 

Derek Reynolds – Declined (signed up for public comments but declined) 
 
Ward Reports:  
 
Ken Dye/Ward 3 – Nothing to report.  
John Bennett/Ward 4 – Nothing to report.  
Katy Silliman/Ward 2 – There is still walking traffic at night on my street but is manageable. Attended the 
flooding committee meeting and had a ward meeting as well. The ward meeting was not well attended but 
hopes to change that in the future. Thanks to Nick Dovi on the Welcome to Cortland signs. These signs will 
last longer and the remaining few will be replaced next year.  
Carlos Ferrer/Ward 6 – There was an issue with a guardrail but was fixed within two days by DPW.  
Linda Ferguson/Ward 7 - There are energy door-to-door sales people that are using questionable tactics to 
get into people’s homes. Linda recently spoke to teens at BOCES on the importance of voting and the teens 
are our City’s future.  
Clif Dutcher for Ward 5 – Nothing to report.    
Julie Bird for Ward 1 – Attended NYCOM meeting at Lake Placid and heard on very interesting topics. 
Attended the ALS Challenge and it was a nice turnout.  
 
Mayor’s Report:  
ALS Event: although it did not reach the goal, it was well attended. Thanks to the fire department and Joe 
Hage, Steve Wineburg for a well-organized event.  
Beer Tasting – the venue location being moved to Main Street was a good idea. It Made the Pumpkin 
Festival a more family event.  
Oak Trees in the Courthouse Park – issue last week with the County doing some trimming, it had caused 
some public interest and concern that the oak trees were coming down.  
 Byrne Dairy grand opening – success for it being up and running so quickly with the partnership.  
 
Minutes of the September 16, 2014 meeting: 
  
RESOLUTION #199 of 2014 – Resolution to approve the September 16, 2014 Common Council Minutes.    
 
Motion By: Alderman Bennett 
Seconded By: Alderman Ferrer 
 
Approved: Ayes – 6 
 Nays – 0 
 Abstention – 1 (Alderman Bird)  
  
Mayor Tobin read the following proclamations:  
 
Proclamation – Domestic Violence Awareness Month 
Proclamation – Breast Cancer Awareness Month   
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Presentation – A presentation was given by Bob Eckerd, Executive Director, SPCA on reorganization and a 
revised business and service model by Bob Eckerd, Executive Director, SPCA. He indicated of some of the 
changes being made to help dispel the negative reputation and the misinformed services. They will be 
pursuing grants that will put them in a better financial position as well. Mr. Eckerd presented some severe 
animal abuse cases in the county and how well they are doing today.  
 
Item #2 – Discussion and possible Consideration of a Resolution to adopt as the City’s 2015 Budgets, the 
proposed budgets for the General Fund; the Waste Water Fund; and the Water Fund with the following 
alterations: (Mayor Tobin)  
 

Fund Account Description Account Number Alteration Amount 

GF DPW, Admin, Uniforms A5010-540800 Decrease $10,000 
GF DPW, Trash Collection  A8160-541500 Increase $10,000 

     

 Net Affect upon Total Appropriations  $          0 

 
  
Council members feels the budget needs an additional review and has recommended another workshop 
before putting to Resolution.  
 
This item was sent to a public hearing for a workshop scheduled for October 15, 2014 at 6:30 pm.  
 
Resolution #200 of 2014 – Resolution to authorizing the Mayor to accept the NYS Education Department 
(NYSED) Local Government Records Management Improvement Fund State Archives Grant (LGRMIF) in the 
awarded amount of $63,600 for the code office document conversion and access. 
 
Motion By:  Alderman Silliman 
Seconded By:  Alderman Bennett 
  
Approved:  Ayes – 7 
   Nays – 0   
 
Resolution #201 of 2014 – Resolution to accept the Cortland Technical Rescue Grant FY2014 in the amount 
of $99,990 pending receipt of final award.   
 
There is a portion set for training as well as replacing of a tow vehicle. It will lessen the cost to the City and 
add additional equipment. There is no match for this grant.   
  
The resolution was passed pending official notification the Grant has been received.  
 
Motion By:  Alderman Silliman 
Seconded By:  Alderman Dutcher 
  
Approved:  Ayes – 5 
   Nays – 2 (Alderman Bennett, Ferrer)    
 
Resolution #202 of 2014 – Resolution to enter into a lease agreement with Cortland County ARC for use of 
a portion of the Armory Building at Wheeler Avenue in the City of Cortland NY.   
 
This is a continuation of a lease and is for one (1) year which is up for renewal.  
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Motion By:  Alderman Dutcher 
Seconded By:  Alderman Silliman  
 
Approved:  Ayes – 7 
   Nays – 0    
 
Resolution #203 of 2014 – Resolution to designate Ashley Brown as Deputy Registrar for the City Clerk’s 
office.    
 
A formality to provide a back up to the Account Clerk/Registrar in the office.  
 
Motion By:  Alderman Bennett 
Seconded By:  Alderman Silliman 
 
Approved:  Ayes – 7 
   Nays – 0 
 
Resolution #204 of 2014 – Resolution to approve the following donations to the Cortland Youth Bureau:   
 

Donation Program  Amount 

Laurie Crandell Hogan/ Benefit Softball 
Tournament  

Jim Partigianoni Scholarship Fund $1,925.00 

Donald Chu  Jim Partigianoni Scholarship Fund $100.00 

SUNY Cortland Sports Management Club  
(19th Annual Wingate Open Golf Tournament)  

 
Greg’s Field Trust Fund  

 
$2,000.00 

Total Donations:  $4,025.00 

 
There is continued renovation to Greg’s Field. Half the project is completed. Also used to upgrade the field.  
There is a scholarship fund set up for after school program.  
 
Motion By:  Alderman Bird  
Seconded By:  Alderman Ferrer 
  
Approved:  Ayes – 7 
   Nays – 0  
  
Presentation – was given by Ken Teter, City Engineer regarding the Wickwire Pool renovation project and 
approval of RFP for hiring an engineering consultant for design services of the pool renovations.  
 
Ken Teter asked Council to begin the process for the RFP to companies that may be interested in working 
with the city to design the pool He also provided an outline on what the funds raised can do. He indicated 
the pool could possible remain open for summer 2015 continuing to maintain the operating issues if the 
RFP process gets started immediately putting an engineer in place by January who will design the pool by 
spring – getting renovations started in the fall of October 2015 and finishing in the Spring of 2016. Mr. Teter 
felt optimistic this could be achieved.  
 
Resolution #205 of 2014 - Resolution to approve the RFP for hiring an engineering consultant for design 
services of the pool renovations.  
 
Motion By:  Alderman Silliman 
Seconded By:  Alderman Bird  
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Approved:  Ayes – 7 
   Nays – 0 
 
Resolution #206 of 2014 – Resolution to accept the Cortland Downtown Partnerships request for the 
Halloween Parade on October 30, 2014.  
 

1. The Cortland Downtown Partnership (CDP) requests that the City of Cortland close    
down Main Street between Groton Avenue and Tompkins Street from 5:00 pm  
Thursday, October 30, 2014, until 8:30 pm for the Halloween Parade. 

 
2. The CDP requests to close a portion of the Groton Avenue parking lot entrance nearest the 

Cortland Elks Lodge on Thursday, October 30, 2014 from 5:00 pm to 8:30 pm for the Cortland 
Halloween Parade. 

3. The CDP requests to approve the sound device permit for live music musicians participating in the 
Halloween Parade on Thursday, October 30, 2014 from 6:00 pm to 8:30 pm.   
 

4. The CDP request the Showmobile fee be waived for the Halloween Parade event on Thursday, 
October 30, 2014.   

 
Jane Witty provided information on the proposed plan with outlining the destination of the landing at 
Alumni House for a costume party. They have many volunteers to help with crossing on Tompkins Street 
and along the sidewalk. Jane stated the last Halloween parade was in 1997. With the help of John Pinto 
with the Elks Lodge, and co-planning the event, it is being presented to the community again. Chief 
Catalano said the police department will help with the street crossing.  
 
Motion By:  Alderman Ferrer 
Seconded By:  Alderman Bird 
  
Approved:  Ayes – 7 
   Nays – 0 
  
Resolution #207 of 2014 – Resolution to encumber $20,000 of the remaining $44,058 from the Contingency 
Account to pay expenses associated with the removal of fuel tanks discovered on City property adjacent to 
the main fire station. 
 
$20,000 from the contingency account – the account is used for the unexpected.  
 
Motion By:  Alderman Bennett 
Seconded By:  Alderman Dutcher 
  
Approved:  Ayes – 7 
   Nays – 0 
 
*Alderman Ken Dye left the meeting at this point.  
  
Resolution #208 of 2014 – Resolution to authorize the City to accept payments of fines, civil penalties, rent 
rates, taxes, fees, charges, revenue, financial obligations or other amounts by credit or debit cards. 
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It has come to a point where the City is able to offer this service and is spear headed by Connie Sorrells. The 
City is responding to the public request for this option for payment and will help with the ease of not 
coming in to pay. There are no hidden cost to the City, there is a transaction fee that is charged to the 
credit/debit card holder. They will be able to pay online, it asks is they want to incur the transaction fee 
prior to hitting the send button.  
 
Motion By:  Alderman Ferrer 
Seconded By:  Alderman Bennett  
  
Approved:  Ayes – 5 
   Nays – 1 (Alderman Dutcher) 
  
Resolution #209 of 2014 – Resolution to engage the Bonadio Group to perform the Health Consortium’s 
requested Dependent Eligibility Audit on the City’s 169 family contracts at a cost not to exceed $7,000.  
 
The Consortium is asking all in the group to do an audit, most others in the group have their own HR 
department that is able to complete in house. The City does not have an HR department and the audit 
would be a hardship to any one person in the finance department. It is a one-time audit, any new members 
would be kept track of.  
 
Motion By:  Alderman Ferrer 
Seconded By:  Alderman Silliman 
  
Approved:  Ayes – 4 
   Nays – 2 (Alderman Bird, Ferguson) 
 
Resolution #210 of 2014 – Resolution to lift the hiring freeze to permanently fill the vacant position in the 
Finance Office currently staffed on a temporary basis per previous resolution.  
 
Back in January the vacancy was filled on a temporary basis. The City has an exemplary temporary 
employee expanding on many different levels.  
 
Motion By:  Alderman Ferrer 
Seconded By:  Alderman Bennett 
  
Approved:  Ayes – 6 
   Nays – 0 
 
Resolution #211 of 2014 – Resolution to fill the vacant position in the Finance Office under the title of 
Keyboard Specialist at an annual salary of $19,973. 
 
Motion By:  Alderman Ferrer 
Seconded By:  Alderman Silliman 
  
Approved:  Ayes – 6 
   Nays – 0 
 
Resolution #212 of 2014 – Resolution to abolish the title of Finance and Administrative Assistant.  
 
Motion By:  Alderman Ferrer 
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Seconded By:  Alderman Bennett 
  
Approved:  Ayes – 6 
   Nays – 0 
 
Resolution #213 of 2014 – Resolution to authorize the issuance of $2,080,500 in Revenue Anticipation 
Notes (RAN’s) in the Capital Project Fund secured by the proceeds from the following awarded grants:  
  

 
GRANT 

 
GRANT PROGRAM 

GRANT AWARD 
NET OF MATCH 

 

NYS  Dormitory Fund Real Property Purchase --Ames Parcel $250,000  
NYS Division of Homeland Security 
and Emergency Services 

Swift Water Rescue Equipment  
and Training 

$125,000  

NYSERDA Cleaner Greener Communities Cortland Zoning in Support of SUNY Cortland 
“Live in Cortland” Initiative 

$112,000  

NYS Department of State Brownfield Opportunity Area 
Grant Step 2 Nomination Study in Support of the City’s Southeast Cortland 
Revitalization Strategy 

$399,500  

NYS Office of Parks, Recreation and 
Historic Preservation-Environmental 
Protection Fund 

Wickwire Park Reconstruction and Rehabilitation  Project $500,000  

NYSDOT-Transportation 
Enhancement Program (TEP) 

Northeast Gateway and Clinton Avenue Corridor Enhancement Initiative $544,000  

NYS Empire  State Redevelopment Cortland Downtown Parking- Port Watson/Ames Parking Lot Construction 
and Rehabilitation in Support of the Cortland Repertory Downtown Theater 
Construction Project 

$150,000  

    
TOTAL FUNDING  $ 2,080,500  

 

Spending money out on grants, you have to spend the money to get the money. In order to begin the 
process this allows the City to function steady without touching the General Fund. It sometimes takes up to 
36 months to receive grant money.  
 
Motion By:  Alderman Silliman 
Seconded By:  Alderman Dutcher  
  
Approved:  Ayes – 6 
   Nays – 0 
 
Resolution #214 of 2014 – Consideration of a Resolution to determine the proposed actions are Type II 
actions for the purpose of the New York State Environmental Quality Review Act.  
 
There is a statutory requirement of a SEQR, Type II of borrowing of money which has no adverse 
environmental impact.  
 
Motion By:  Alderman Ferrer 
Seconded By:  Alderman Bennett  
  
Approved:  Ayes – 6   
   Nays – 0 
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Resolution #215 of 2014 – Consideration of a Resolution to authorize the firm of In Site Architecture, LLP to 
prepare Downtown Design Guidelines at a cost of $13,500 funded through the Community Development 
Special Revenue Fund.  
 
This is community development money and is not from the General Fund. The purpose of the project is to 
streamline designs and guidelines for simplifying the process of work in the downtown area. It does not 
replace the Historical district and is supported by the Historic Board. This does not change zoning laws.  
Motion By:  Alderman Ferrer 
Seconded By:  Alderman Silliman 
  
Approved:  Ayes – 4 
   Nays – 2 (Alderman Bird, Ferguson)  
 
Executive Session – To discuss the contractual terms of a proposed lease of City property 
 
Motion to go into Executive Session:  
  
Motion By:  Alderman Ferrer 
Seconded By:  Alderman Bennett 
 
Approved:  Ayes – 6 
   Nays – 0 
 
Motion to come out of Executive Session:  
 
Motion By:  Alderman Ferrer 
Seconded By:  Alderman Bennett 
 
Approved:  Ayes – 6 
   Nays – 0 
 
 
 
ADJOURNMENT   
 
Motion By:  Alderman Ferrer 
Seconded By:  Alderman Bennett 
 
Approved:  Ayes – 6   
   Nays – 0 
 
I, RAY PARKER, CITY CLERK FOR THE CITY OF CORTLAND, NEW YORK, DO HEREBY CERTIFY THAT SAID 
RESOLUTIONS WERE ADOPTED BY THE COMMON COUNCIL AT A REGULAR MEETING OF THE COMMON 
COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF CORTLAND, HELD ON THE 7th DAY OF OCTOBER 2014.  I FURTHER CERTIFY THE 
FOREGOING RESOLUTIONS WERE PRESENTED TO THE MAYOR IN THE TIME REQUIRED FOR HIS 
CONCURRENCE IN ADOPTION OR REJECTION BY VETO POWER. 
 
_________________________________  ____________________________ 
RAY PARKER, CITY CLERK      MAYOR BRIAN TOBIN 


