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City Council Minutes 

The City of Cortland 

August 5, 2014 
 
 
Council Meeting #15 
August 5, 2014 
Regular Session 
City Hall 
7:00 PM   
 
Present: Mayor Brian Tobin, Alderman Bennett, Silliman, Bird, Dutcher, Ferrer and Ferguson 
 
Absent:  Alderman Ken Dye, Tom Michales   
 
Staff Present: Corporation Counsel Richard VanDonsel, Chief Catalano, Chief Glover, City Clerk 

Ray Parker, Director of Administration and Finance Mack Cook, Confidential 
Secretary to the Mayor Shellie Blaisdell  

  
PUBLIC HEARING: opened at 6:45 pm 
For the City to abandon property described as a portion of Tax Map #87.69-01-20.000; located to the west 
of the former Buckbee Mears property and south of the City of Cortland property (DPW)  
 
No one was present to speak on this matter for the public hearing.  
 
Public Hearing closed at 6:49pm.  
 
REGULAR SESSION: 
 
Mayor Brian Tobin called the fifteenth Common Council meeting of the year to order at 7:00 PM.  
 
PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE 
 
Public Comments:  
 
Tom Gobel: About 2 weeks ago, Cortland Rural Cemetery expressed problems keeping afloat, if they go  
broke, the city would need to take over the cemetery – private business to buy the cemetery – program  
friends of Wickwire – grants? Find ways to help the cemetery.  
Mayor Tobin stated there is a volunteer board in charge of the cemetery to contact and always looking for  
volunteers.  
 
Derek Reynolds:  Review on what the Cortland Fire Department and the Youth Bureau have done recently-
Movie under the Stars-volunteers-300 bags of popcorn and Capco was there handing out Lego’s – it was a 
huge success. Then last week – Firefighter for a Day Camp which was started off by Chief Glover to 120 
participants-probably took over 1300 pictures – already planning next year to be bigger and better event.  
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Ward Reports:  
 
John Bennett (Ward 4) – Jets Camp – encourage all to get out to see them.    
 
Katy Silliman (Ward 2) – Has been out and about taking light inventory. If you see a street light out, please 
report it.  Also, will be having a ward meeting at the Birch Building on August 21, 2014 at 6:30pm. Reminder 
there are two housing programs that have money left for funding. There is a homebuyer’s class – Cortland 
YMCA Housing Committee – pride in Cortland-also poetry in the newspaper this week. The Wedding Singer.  
 
Carlos Ferrer (Ward 6) – Complaints-Codes  
 
Linda Ferguson (Ward 7) – Lively ward this summer. There is a big concern over neighbors bullying 
neighbors. Had a Ward meeting that was emotional.  Thanks to Mack Cook, Deputy Chief Knickerbocker for 
coming to the meeting as well. Will also have a meeting with Chief Catalano. Thanks to Code in their 
assistance in helping with these issues. Another issue is the “double dipping” with repairing homes. 
Consider changing the fee’s so the residents are not having to pay twice for their repair work.       
 
Clif Dutcher (Ward 5) – Sunnyfield Drive paving with DPW-drain work-alleviate problems-city is back doing 
work and looks like issues have subsided.  
 
Julie Bird (Ward 1) – Quiet.  
 
Mayors Report:  

- Invitation to an end of year event for the Wickwire Pool on August 24, 2014 from 5-7pm as it 
undergoes reconstruction planning and possibly not open for next summer. The idea is to have a 
community pool party – tribute to those who have worked hard over the years and is an asset to 
the community and to just appreciate what we have had to enjoy for 46 years.  

  
Minutes of the July 15, 2014 meeting: 
 
RESOLUTION #143 of 2014 – Resolution to approve the July 15, 2014 Common Council Minutes.    
 
Motion By: Alderman Ferrer  
Seconded By: Alderman Bennett 
 
Approved: Ayes – 6 
 Nays – 0 
 
Presentation – Presentation for Jean Minella; in recognition of her 35 years of service to the Red Cross  
Learn to Swim Program and Retirement. 
Betterment of the community. Special – no personal gain for a longtime. Many volunteers – learn to swim- 
has volunteered for 35 years – 1979-2014 for over 4000 children – life skills of swimming-coordinated all  
aspects of the program – secures all the volunteers, stays after lessons, does the inventory, all the  
recordkeeping and so many more- with class and a kind heart. “What we do for ourselves dies with us,  
what we do for others….”  
Continue the program and will find a spot for the lessons.   
 
Resolution #144 of 2014 – Resolution to allow the City to close the city parking lot between the Cortland 
Elks Club and the Hollywood Restaurant and to waive any permit fees for a Car Cruise-in fundraising event 
to be held on Sunday, September 21, 2014 from 1:00 pm to 5:00 pm where all proceeds will benefit the 
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Cortland Elks Club Youth Activities Program.  The parking lot will be closed from Saturday, September 20, 
2014 at 6:00 pm to Sunday, September 21, 2014 at 6:00 pm.  
 
John Pinto with the Cortland Elks Club stated the Elks puts thousands of dollars into Cortland Youth-Small 
Fry (Breakfast for schools) $126,000-service organization-met with DBA-  
2 grants-vet program-magazine in October working with 7/8th grades and seniors at high school. Halloween 
parade revival – Amy Johnson – dress in 50’s – exploring Elks vita part of downtown – more involved people 
and family to downtown. First cruise night – really excited = during inter events – a lot of things happening.  
Street Closure the night before by 6pm-overnight parking permits will be handled by Adam Magivern.  
 
Motion By:  Alderman Ferrer 
Seconded By:  Alderman Bennett 
 
Approved:  Ayes – 6 
   Nays – 0    
 
Resolution #145 of 2014 – Resolution to approve the following donations to the Cortland Youth Bureau 
Budget/Trust Funds as indicated below:  

   
Donation Amount 

Mark’s Pizzeria $5,677.06 

Mike Dexter $250.00 

Total Donations $5,927.06 

 
John McNerney and Mayor Tobin accepted a pizza box of a cash donation in the amount of $5677.06 from 
Mark’s Pizzeria Fundraising. Mayor Tobin presented both Jason and Mitch with a lapel Pin “City Key”. Over 
870 pizzas were made on Wednesday, July 24, 2014 for the event with most donations being more than the 
$5.00 minimum. It was quite an effort on behalf of the team of people, the work ethic was commendable. 
IT was a tremendous community event.  
 
Motion By:  Alderman Bird 
Seconded By:  Alderman Silliman 
 
Approved:  Ayes – 6 
   Nays – 0   
 
Discussion – on NYS Property Tax Freeze and City’s options to submit the required Local Government  
Efficiency Plan. 
Mack Cook provided a presentation on the NYS Property Tax Freeze and a general overview on how it 
works and what is required for the tax rebate to city taxpayers. The law encourages shared services / 
consolidation or merging of services. Homeowners will receive credit upon the City only if the city complies 
and the county does not. The City’s enrollment in the Healthcare Consortium is the eligible component for 
the success of the rebate. There are other shared services that also contribute to the rebates.   
 
There is a need for continuing the dialog and discussion on this topic.  
 
 
Resolution #146 of 2014 – Resolution for the Mayor to prepare specifications to establish Request for 
Proposals for Buildings and Grounds duties.      
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Would give Corporation Counsel approval to draw up RFP-one entity to cover everything and to put it out 
there and see what comes back. There are varying tasks; this will advise on completing tasks inside or 
outsource. The MOA approved at a former meeting gives the supervisor authority to make a choice to use 
the most cost efficient way to complete the task. This will give a comparison to show the cost of one entity 
or utilizing in-house resources.  
  
Motion By:  Alderman Ferrer 
Seconded By:  Alderman Silliman 
  
Approved:  Ayes – 6  
   Nays – 0  
 
Presentation – Presentation on the implementation of the Rental Permit Law.     
  
With the law being suspended for four years, there is a need to review how the City will roll out the 
implementation of the new law.  
 
It recognizes two-family owner occupied, having State, County, hotels, motels being exempt. The 
applications taken back in 2012 with fees paid will be reimbursed. In 2010 35-40% of the total (5000) 
applied with their rental permit application for a total of around $30,000. There will be refunds. The refund 
is due to owner occupied properties not being a part of the law. It is noted there is a process for the 
refunds to include processing w-9’s and will put time constraints on each department. There are 5000 
dwellings, 2000 properties with Rental permit events. A rental permit is issued to the building. Inspections 
are issued for temporarily permits (2 months) cycle through 3rd year. It turns into a permanent certificate 
after the inspection.  
 
The biggest burden of the Code Dept. is the inspections. There is an option for the homeowner to self-
inspect or have a 3rd party do the inspection although they need to sign a certified document indicating 
with signature notarized.  
 
There is consideration of a website specific to the 102 and a possible mailing.  
  
Resolution #147 of 2014 – Resolution for the City to enter into an agreement to share use of a video 
camera for use in the sewer system, with the Town of Cortlandville, and the villages of McGraw, Homer and 
Marathon.   
 
For the sewer systems, it is a real-time camera that the operator can watch and see where the problems 
are. It is smaller and more efficient than the current method – it will detect leaks sooner and the cost of the 
investment will out way the man hours and how much the city is paying to react to situations rather than 
be proactive. The infiltration added benefit – longevity of equipment will help wastewater as well. The 
regular maintenance more hydraulic capacity. The city will have the most investment of 44% with 
Cortlandville, Marathon, Homer and McGraw sharing the cost and the usage. There is potential for other 
towns/villages to lease usage bringing additional money. Each entity with Cortlandville being the title 
holder – there will be a usage schedule in place at the beginning of each year with a weighted vote and is 
based on the percentage. This is a specialized piece of equipment.  
 
Motion By:  Alderman Bennett 
Seconded By:  Alderman Silliman 
 
Approved:  Ayes – 5 
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   Nays – 1 (Alderman Dutcher)  
 
Resolution #147 of 2014 – Resolution to set a public hearing to change traffic signs on Summit and Liberty 
Streets:  
1-stop on Summit at the intersection of Liberty Street heading east from 281 
1-stop on Liberty Street at the intersection of Summit heading north from Madison    
 
This has gone to Public Safety and approved based on the Route 281 expansion project, there were some 
concerns about speeders in this area and proposed Stop signs to help.  
 
Motion By:  Alderman Silliman 
Seconded By:  Alderman Bennett 
  
Approved:  Ayes – 6  
   Nays – 0  
 
 
ADJOURNMENT   
 
Motion By:  Alderman Silliman 
Seconded By:  Alderman Bennett 
 
Approved:  Ayes – 6 
   Nays – 0 
 
I, RAY PARKER, CITY CLERK FOR THE CITY OF CORTLAND, NEW YORK, DO HEREBY CERTIFY THAT SAID 
RESOLUTIONS WERE ADOPTED BY THE COMMON COUNCIL AT A REGULAR MEETING OF THE COMMON 
COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF CORTLAND, HELD ON THE 5th DAY OF AUGUST, 2014.  I FURTHER CERTIFY THE 
FOREGOING RESOLUTIONS WERE PRESENTED TO THE MAYOR IN THE TIME REQUIRED FOR HIS 
CONCURRENCE IN ADOPTION OR REJECTION BY VETO POWER. 
 
_________________________________  ____________________________ 
RAY PARKER, CITY CLERK      MAYOR BRIAN TOBIN 


