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City Council Minutes 

The City of Cortland 

July 1, 2014 
 
 
Council Meeting #13 
July 1, 2014 
Regular Session 
City Hall 
7:00 PM   
 
Present: Mayor Brian Tobin, Alderman Bennett, Michales, Bird, Dutcher and Ferguson, 

Ferrer  
 
Absent:  Alderman Ken Dye, Katy Silliman   
 
Staff Present: Corporation Counsel Richard Van Donsel, Bruce Adams, Chief Catalano, 

Confidential Secretary to the Mayor Shellie Blaisdell  
  
REGULAR SESSION: 
 
Mayor Brian Tobin called the twelfth Common Council meeting of the year to order at 7:00 PM.  
PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE 
 
Public Comments:  
 
Derek Reynolds: Rush, NY Sunshine Rotary Camp- spent a few hours there with Alderman Bird as well, and 
with Noah, the ambassador. Handed out fire prevention material, stickers, pens and literature to campers. 
Worth spending the afternoon by the smile on the campers faces.  
 
Ward Reports:  
 
John Bennett – Met with the Principal of Barry School and the PTA to raise funds for a new playground. 
They were not looking to the city for help with funds only as a resource to raise funds.  
Tom Michales – Thank you to Deputy Chief Sandy and his son Cody for hosting the City Bike Sale-many 
people turned out and the City raise more than $650 towards the Wickwire Pool Fund.   
Carlos Ferrer – Thank you to Codes Dept.  
Linda Ferguson – Had a Ward meeting on June 24th-codes and vacant buildings, ride along with Codes –
looked at 13 properties. What can city do to help properties-another meeting July 24.    
Clif Dutcher – Construction is coming together, complaints are slowing down.  
Julie Bird – MDA camp today, smiles on the faces – appreciate the Fire Dept. Attended the Fire Commission 
meeting for discussion on the MAP, 207A-would like to see the MAP pass as it is and put fellow neighbors 
minds at ease.  
Mayors Report:  

- Relay for Life – outstanding event, thanks to community fight against cancer.  
- Thank you to those involved in the fundraiser at the Cortland County Fairgrounds in support of the 

Wickwire Pool Fundraiser-it was well attended community event.   
- Enjoy a safe holiday.  
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Minutes of the June 17, 2014 meeting: 
  
RESOLUTION #137 of 2014 – Resolution to approve the June 17, 2014 Common Council Minutes as 
corrected.    
 
Motion By: Alderman Ferrer  
Seconded By: Alderman Bennett 
 
Approved: Ayes – 6 
 Nays – 0 
 
Presentation from Nicole Anjeski on the Healthy Neighbors Grant:  
 
On April 1st through NYS Health received a grant in the amount of $638,955 - five year grant – City of 
Cortland first year, followed by Marathon, McGraw, Homer and Cincinnatus. Canvass homes and/or 
appointments to let the public know of the programs. 
Prevention: indoor asthma, lead poisoning, tobacco use, radon testing, reduce falls in children and adults 
65+. Educational referral program. Volunteer to be in program. 35-60 minutes, questionnaire-safety and 
education to reduce the risks.  
Fire extinguishers, latches for windows, guards for table corners, radon kits, first aid kits. Lower cost 
resources. Tenants or homeowners, all level of income. Mostly low income but no requirements. A goal of 
200 is set. Radon –hidden danger-cause cancer.  
The task is to scout out houses by doing drive by’s and door to door for assistance. Referral from the wards 
is appreciated and will gladly go into neighborhood – all representatives will have picture ID and is required 
to show it. Cost is free. It is a reach out program.    
 
Presentation – CATCC - Matt Whittman, JoAnn Wickman: Social Norming Campaign.  
 
Three pieces:  
-Media campaign (posters, giveaways),  
-Education Campaign 
-Program event campaign 
To build public awareness on binge drinking etc and to enhance the program to show the dangers involved 
with partying. The Social Host Law was not in place last year - $250 fine, 15 days in jail. Program will 
encourage law enforcement events – no alcohol – substance free alternatives the day of the game. 
Promote 1000’s of volunteer students – highlight the good that the students do.  
High visibility law enforcement. There is $14,000 in grant money for O.T. hours available to the city. 
Perception / outside – party school; network sites openly welcome help with the Social Host Law – full 
participation of law enforcement. There are two federal grants now that will not be available forever. Have 
for 2014 and 2015. 2016 is questionable. It is assistance for the short run.  
Majority rules 2004 collaboration $300,000 grant – basics and revamping-suggesting things already doing 
open to more offering support tin other ways. $14,000 Reimbursement will go along ways – want to attack 
the culture of underage drinking – needs to be kept up. 
Personal Accountability. Moving forward –arrested. Court/jail/expulsion/code of conduct – only 40 
students out of 10,000 were expelled.  
 
There needs to be a nationwide movement. There is a general concept of “good times = drinking” and 
working hard to change that mentality.  
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Discussion – John Hoeschele with Cortland Rural Cemetery presents the concept of a kiosk or parking 
meters for Prospect Terrace to help the struggling CRC.  
 
President of the Board of Trustees for the Cortland Rural Cemetery. In the middle of the city-possibly assist 
in the care of the cemetery.  The CRC keeps a small staff and there is an advantage to having the cemetery 
remain independent. Trying to think of everything they can to help keep “above ground” and off the tax 
rolls. Proposing a kiosk/parking meters on Prospect and James Street. City could also use some revenue. 
that would be generated by the kiosk/parking meter. Benefit for SUNY Cortland as well. With the 
technology today it is easy to install, maintain and use by swiping card. Not a big ticket item. Hope the City 
will give this strong consideration. Get quotes, how many spaces etc... It is a win/win.   
 
Cemetery’s largest expense is 40% labor followed by gas, insurance, and equipment. Using the house as a 
cultural value-it costs $6,000 a year to maintain, currently getting $200 a month in rent. All for helping keep 
it from being a city burden, prevent it indefinitely-trying to stay independent. Receiving money for ACS 
leases, 30 years, $32,000 a year. Residents on Prospect Terrace – 22 houses – student housing.  Set the 
meters for only during school hours.  
Chief Catalano-general concept there are no issues they cannot address and feels it is worth exploring.  
Main purpose today is to see if there is general support – next step is to contact companies of kiosk/parking 
meters – work with John and the cemetery and the Chief.  Concept is sound.   
 

Original Item #4 – Consideration of a Resolution to grant an easement at the intersection of 
Kellogg Road and Buckbee Mears Road. (Ric VanDonsel) is being pulled due to incomplete title 
work. This item will be put on a future agenda and be represented to Common Council.  
 
At Common Council’s approval, a new item #4 is being presented for approval. (Resolution #138 and #139) 
 
Resolution #138 of 2014 – Resolution to waive the vendor permit fees for all vendors at the “Taste of 
Downtown Festival’s Indie Comic and Craft Show” event on July 12, 2014.    
 
Jane Witty was present to answer any questions from the board. This is an annual event – attracts people 
downtown – there are 23 restaurants participating this year. There is live music and a new venue of Comic 
and Indy craft fair. This event is growing – 800 tickets for samples Will be alumni weekend and sidewalk 
sales. Because this is a new part of the event, these vendors are coming from all over NY and the 
Downtown Business Partnership is growing this event, would like to request the fee for the vendors be 
waived $10/$20 for two month fee. Won’t need a 2 month.  Non-profit and under insurance.  The DBP 
works very hard for this event and is trying new things to attract to Main Street.  Operates on a shoestring 
budget – and get a pretty good return.  
 
Motion By:  Alderman Ferrer 
Seconded By:  Alderman Bennett 
 
Approved:  Ayes – 4 
   Nays – 2 (Alderman Bird, Dutcher)  
 
Resolution #139 of 2014 – Resolution to extend the street closure of the Marketplace Mall parking lot after 
the Main Street Music Series Concert on Friday, July 11, 2014 from 10:30 pm until Saturday, July 12, 2014 at 
6:00 pm for the set up and operation of the Taste of Downtown Festival’s Indie Comic and Craft Show.  
 
Motion By:  Alderman Ferrer 
Seconded By:  Alderman Michales  
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Approved:  Ayes – 6  
   Nays – 0  
 
Resolution #140 of 2014 – Resolution to approve the following donations to the Cortland Youth Bureau 
Budget/Trust Funds as indicated below:  

   
Donation Amount 

Anonymous Donation $400.00 

Kiwanis Club of Cortland  $250.00 

Total Donations $650.00 

 
Motion By:  Alderman Ferrer 
Seconded By:  Alderman Bennett 
 
Approved:  Ayes – 6 
   Nays – 0   
 
Resolution #141 of 2014 – Consideration of a Resolution to transfer funds from the Capital Fund to the 
General Fund in the amount of $24,999.86 for the Tech Rescue (Swift Water Rescue) Grant to the following 
budget lines to reimburse costs:  

A3410.510401 (shift manning)  - $ 7,404.10 
A3410.510403 (training)  - $17,595.76 

 
Motion By:  Alderman Ferrer 
Seconded By:  Alderman Bird 
 
Approved:  Ayes – 6 
   Nays – 0 
 
Resolution #142 of 2014 – Resolution to amend the following sections:  

 
Snow removal  247-7 
Garbage removal 220-1 
Grass removal 220-6 
Right of Way 241-7 

  
To allow for appeals of City services provided to property to the Board of Public Works. An aggrieved owner 
may appeal statement of cost to the Board of Public Works. All appeals must be filed on the appropriate 
appeals form, which may be obtained from the Code Enforcement Office, within five (5) days of the 
statement.  
 
This is to allow for a person to have the right to appeal when billed for services and allows for a process for 
those appeals to be heard by the Dept. of Public Works/Public Safety Commission who meets once a 
month. It would work the same as the appeals for the Water Board.  
 
Motion By:  Alderman Ferrer 
Seconded By:  Alderman Bennett 
 
Approved:  Ayes – 5 
   Nays – 1 (Alderman Dutcher)  
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Presentation – Presentation regarding the current status of the wastewater facility upgrade.    
  
Bruce Adams provided a power point presentation highlighting the upgrades to the wastewater facility. 
Included are the change process, installation of combined heat and power systems, blowers and actuators, 
high quality actuators which allows for tremendous improvements in air distribution control. There is 
impressive energy savings and total utility costs spending 43% less for energy. Overall improvements in 
operation, reducing labor, reducing maintenance in equipment. The amount we’re ahead of what had been 

budgeted by our engineer is $442,000. The amount we are ahead of what might have been budgeted had we 
not elected to do self-installation of much of the equipment is $1,142,000. Good ideas have also come from 
employees.   

 
Discussion – regarding changes to the Charter on the Noise Permit and the fee for commercial business.  
 
The topic has been brought up in the past to allow business that operate in downtown are to operate a 
little more freely and ask for a reduction in the fee for commercial business – suggestion of $100 for the 
remainder of the calendar year to all for more time to review and put together a more feasible fee 
schedule. We need to do more to support the downtown area businesses. This is an obstacle they face in 
planning events. Having music adds to the quality of the events and is difficult to organize events.  
Businesses are leaving the area because we are not doing enough for them. Trying to improve downtown. 
Suggestion to reduce the fee from $250 to either $100 or $150. How much does the city benefit from the 
current fee structure? It is not a revenue source for the City-it is not significant enough. If you are looking at 
the amount the City makes from the fee’s it is a shortsighted view. You need to look at the bigger picture of 
when these events occur-it brings in sales tax dollars. In one minute we want to support them, the next we 
are sending messages against. Revisit on July 15, look at what other municipalities are doing.  
 
Discussion – regarding on proposed local law for “animals. To determine if it is necessary to modify the 
City’s present animal control laws.  
 
There is still opposition on this discussion and different points of view. There is opinion that if a dog is 
outside of its house, it should be on a leash or lead. Others feel if the dog leaves the property, it should be 
on the leash/lead. Changing the charter is penalizing all for a few offenders. Would like to look at only 
changing 2-3 sentences regarding “fences”. Continued discussion is needed; please forward comments and 
concerns to Ric VanDonsel.  
  
ADJOURNMENT   
 
Motion By:  Alderman Ferrer 
Seconded By:  Alderman Dutcher 
 
Approved:  Ayes – 6 
   Nays – 0 
 
I, RAY PARKER, CITY CLERK FOR THE CITY OF CORTLAND, NEW YORK, DO HEREBY CERTIFY THAT SAID 
RESOLUTIONS WERE ADOPTED BY THE COMMON COUNCIL AT A REGULAR MEETING OF THE COMMON 
COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF CORTLAND, HELD ON THE 1st DAY OF JULY, 2014.  I FURTHER CERTIFY THE 
FOREGOING RESOLUTIONS WERE PRESENTED TO THE MAYOR IN THE TIME REQUIRED FOR HIS 
CONCURRENCE IN ADOPTION OR REJECTION BY VETO POWER. 
 
_________________________________  ____________________________ 
RAY PARKER, CITY CLERK      MAYOR BRIAN TOBIN 


