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City Council Minutes 

The City of Cortland 

June 17, 2014 
 
 
Council Meeting #12 
June 17, 2014 
Regular Session 
City Hall 
7:00 PM   
 
Present: Mayor Brian Tobin, Alderman Bennett, Michales, Bird, Dutcher and Ferguson, 

Ferrer  
 
Absent:  Alderman Ken Dye, Katy Silliman   
 
Staff Present: Corporation Counsel Richard Van Donsel, Director of Administration and Finance 

Mack Cook, Chief Bill Knickerbocker, Superintendent of DPW Chris Bistocchi, Bruce 
Adams, Chief Glover, City Clerk Ray Parker, Confidential Secretary to the Mayor 
Shellie Blaisdell  

  
Public Comments:  
 
Matthew Whitman, Project Manager for Cortland Area Communities that Care, presented for the outreach 
and education. Survey data-coalition eager to work with the community and get things rolling. Changing the 
culture of drinking on campus. Community coalition (20 members) main mission to reduce alcohol and drug 
use in youth in Cortland County.  
Coordinate the majority rules campaign, for outreach and education for students. Survey data shows 
students are drinking, not getting in trouble currently working with SUNY Cortland representatives to get it 
up and going.  
Law enforcement-reimburse law enforcement agencies for overtime hours they spend on park patrol for 
special events on campus over $14,000 annually.  
Lastly, alcohol free events – help support those events with grants.  
 
Eager to work with the commission, city and campus to get the recommendations rolling and in place.  
Changing the culture of drinking on campus- need timeline in place before students return in the fall.  
A commitment from community but those working on this effort to sustain for long term.    
 
Mecke Nagel provided information on the Energy Challenge (Cortland vs. Oswego). She was inspired by the 
project and it was educational as well. Recycling, re-use 27% only engage in recycling. Cutting edge 
energies/waste. Advocating for large bins (enclosed containers with detachable lids) vs. blue bags.  
 
REGULAR SESSION: 
 
Mayor Brian Tobin called the twelfth Common Council meeting of the year to order at 7:00 PM.  
  
PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE 
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Ward Reports:  
 
John Bennett – Quiet 
Tom Michales – HUD foreclosure properties, Leary of HUD reputation. Lawn maintenance code issue. Loud 
noise-Kellogg Road, Intertek running through at the month. Proper notice was given. Sewer issues Bartlett 
area. Beaudry Park dedication-nice evening went well. Proposed Zombie Bill. Thanks for advocating.  
Carlos Ferrer – Quiet 
Linda Ferguson – Coaches corner business lost-appreciated their business in the ward, sorry to see them 
leave. June 24 Ward meeting Beard’s Building at 7pm.  
Clif Dutcher – Complaints on the paving on how long it has been due to the extra sewer work but assures 
will be happy with the final results.   
Julie Bird – Not much going on in the first ward.  
Mayors Report:  

- Cortland Crush, take a vet to a ball game day.  Start of season, dedication at the park Nice way for 
the Crush to recognize veterans of our wars.  

-  Flag Day-American Legion retired old flags with the proper disposal of the flags. Restore America 
pride committee and worked with woodmen of America donated 30 flags donated, very generous.  

- Courthouse Park Fountain is up and running-take a stroll. Refurbished once again. Nice way to 
spend an afternoon to take a stroll.  

- Relay for Life at SUNY  
- Add July 1st discussion changing the Charter Noise for Commercial Business Permit Fee’s  

 
Minutes of the May 20, 2014 and June 10, 2014 meeting: 
  
RESOLUTION #118 of 2014 – Resolution to approve the May 20, 2014 Common Council Minutes as 
presented.     
 
Motion By: Alderman Bennett  
Seconded By: Alderman Bird  
 
Approved: Ayes – 6 
 Nays – 0 
 
 RESOLUTION #119 of 2014 – Resolution to approve the June 10, 2014 Common Council Minutes as 
amended.    
 
Motion By: Alderman Bennett 
Seconded By: Alderman Ferguson 
 
Approved: Ayes – 6 
 Nays – 0 
 
Resolution #120 of 2014 – Resolution to waive the Sound Device Permit Fee for Cortland Beer Company on 
Saturday, July 12, 2014 from 11:30 am to 5:00 pm for Taste of Downtown even by hosting a band (The Jazz 
Happens Band).    
 
City Charter Noise Ordinance 193.8, exemption from fee-low event falls under categories, council oversee 
the right to reserve to make changes to the law. It is a very old law; we need to follow proper procedures to 
change the Charter. Section 193-does carve out charitable organization that City Clerk can decide to not 
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collect the fee. Council exercised authority 193-6-Commerical business can apply or ask for a waiver; 
everyone is right but it is not blended. Council clearly has the right to waive the fee.  
 
Motion By:  Alderman Michales 
Seconded By:  Alderman Bennett 
 
Approved:  Ayes – 5 
   Nays – 1 (Alderman Ferrer)  
 
Resolution #121 of 2014 – Resolution to approve Thoma Development Consultants to provide 
administrative and program delivery services for the City’s recently awarded fiscal year 2014 Community 
Development Block Grant for a cost of $69,000 pursuant to a Request for Proposal process, and further to 
authorize the Mayor to sign an agreement with Thomas Development Consultants for said services in the 
amount of $69,000 subject to review of the contract by City Corporation Counsel.  
 
The CDBG money RFP is not subject to the original contract. It does not cover CDBG program money. It is a 
City grant program. Particular eligible entities for county needs to write its own application. By Federal 
Regulation County never optioned to pursue this opportunity. There is a comprehensive contract 
administrator budget for each specific grant. Comprehensive monitoring after closing of each specific grant. 
Thoma is the only respondent. There was direct solicitation, with specifications for 3-6 minority. Publication 
in Syracuse and Cortland Standard.  
 
Motion By:  Alderman Ferrer 
Seconded By:  Alderman Michales  
 
Approved:  Ayes – 5 
   Nays – 1 (Alderman Bird)   
 
Discussion:  Regards to the College and Community Commission Report issued on Thursday, June 5, 2014.  
A few points are out there but still have some to make people feel a lot better with the original tasks and 
recommendations to the city. There are 9 recommendations-(refer to Chief Catalano when referred to 
police). Specific recommendations. Promote more widely to community. Recommendation is to have the 
four council members on the commission to meet together and provide a priorities list to the July 1, 2014 

Common Council meeting with some recommendations. The Cortland Area Communities That Care 
Coalition (Matthew Whitman and Jo Ann Wickman) will assist at the July 1, 2014 meeting   
 
Resolution #122 of 2014 – Consideration of a Resolution to authorize the sale of abandoned bicycles on 
Saturday, June 28, 2014 from 8:00 am to 12:00 pm at the Armory Drill Room on Wheeler Avenue and 
commit the proceeds to the Wickwire Pool Trust Accounts.  
 
Motion By:  Alderman Bird 
Seconded By:  Alderman Ferrer 
 
Approved:  Ayes – 6 
   Nays – 0 
 
Resolution #123 of 2014 – Resolution to designate the Common Council of the City of Cortland as Lead 
Agency for the SEQR process, for the Northeast Gateway Corridor Stormwater Management project (CF 
application #41572).    
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Bruce Adams was present to answer questions; stating this is to gain state funding on the Stormwater 
Project. Applying for study – SEQR designed to ensure no negative results on environment.  
 
Motion By:  Alderman Ferrer  
Seconded By:  Alderman Bennett 
 
Approved:  Ayes – 6 
   Nays – 0  
 
Resolution #124 of 2014 – Resolution to transfer from the Waste Water Dept. to the Water Dept. two 
trucks with a current Fair Market Value of $98,345. And further approve the transfer from the Water Fund’s 
Reserve for Capital Equipment to the Waste Water Fund’s Reserve for Capital Equipment the sum of 
$98,345. 
   
The trucks are very well maintained and with low mileage. “Sell” two trucks and acquire 10-wheeler.  
 
Motion By:  Alderman Ferrer 
Seconded By:  Alderman Dutcher 
 
Approved:  Ayes – 6 
   Nays – 0 
 
Resolution #125 of 2014 – Resolution to appropriate $174,296 from the Waste Water Fund’s Reserve for 
Capital Equipment for the purchase of one 10-wheel truck equipped with two roll-offs for use in sludge 
removal for the sum of $174,296. 
 
Motion By:  Alderman Bennett 
Seconded By:  Alderman Ferrer 
 
Approved:  Ayes – 6 
   Nays – 0 
   
Resolution #126 of 2014 – Resolution to appropriate from the Water Fund’s Reserve for Capital Equipment 
Reserve the sum of $50,000 to equip the two trucks transferred from the Waste Water Fund with plows 
and salt box inserts. 
 
Capital equipment reserve. Fiscal stress test-doing well, none of what we are doing here adversely affects 
what trying to do; 2 salt trucks sold NYS inspection-$25,000 each 91 + 96, upgrade DPW equipment.  
 
Motion By:  Alderman Dutcher 
Seconded By:  Alderman Michales 
 
Approved:  Ayes – 6 
   Nays – 0 
 
Resolution #127 of 2014 – Resolution authorizing the Mayor to sign a Memorandum of Understanding 
(MOU) for the City of Cortland and the Professional Waste Water Operations Association (PWOA).   
 
(A motion was made to go into executive session by Alderman Bird and seconded by Alderman Dutcher. A 
motion was made to come out of executive session by Alderman Bird and seconded by Alderman Dutcher).  
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Motion By:  Alderman Bennett 
Seconded By:  Alderman Ferrer 
 
Approved:  Ayes – 6 
   Nays – 0 
 
Item #10 – Presentation for support of a full-time Zoning Officer. 
 
Chief Glover and Deputy Chief Knickerbocker provided information in support of a full-time Zoning Officer. 

               Included were letters of support. It also included information on revenues generated and with proper 
enforcement expects $10,000 increase. In 2010 it was determined a salary of $35,000; in order to attract 
the most suitable candidate it is recommended to hire at $40,000. This position must also meet the Civil 
Service requirements.  
The City is not in favor of a full-time Zoning Officer at this time. Would like to review and potentially add it 
when discussing the 2015 budget.  

 
Resolution #128 of 2014 – Resolution to hire a full-time Zoning Officer at a salary TBD.   
The City’s budget for 2014 only allows for a part-time Zoning Officer. Mayor Tobin introduced a potential 
candidate willing to take the position as part-time; offering qualifications with work history in the Sandy 
Relief, State Dept, energy FEMA, Business Teacher at TC3 and meets the qualifications within Civil Service 
guidelines per Annette Barber, Director of Human Resource with Cortland County Civil Service.   
 
The City is not in favor of a full-time Zoning Officer at this time. Would like to review and potentially add it 
when discussing the 2015 budget.  
 
Motion By:  Alderman Bird 
Seconded By:  Alderman Ferguson 
 
Approved:  Ayes – 0 
   Nays – 6 
 
Resolution #129 of 2014 – Resolution to hire a Part-Time Zoning Officer at a salary of $22,000 per year and 
the person will report to Deputy Chief Knickerbocker with a time limit of December 31, 2014.  
 
Motion By:  Alderman Ferrer 
Seconded By:  Alderman Dutcher 
 
Approved:  Ayes – 6 
   Nays – 0 
 
Resolution #130 of 2014 – Resolution to approve the following donations to the Cortland Youth Bureau 
Budget/Trust Funds as indicated below: (John McNerney):  
 

Donation Amount Budget Line 

JM McDonald Foundation, Inc.  $50,000.00 Wickwire Pool Trust Fund 

Cortland Community Foundation $25,000.00 Wickwire Pool Trust Fund 

United Presbyterian Church $1,000.00 Wickwire Pool Trust Fund 

Edward J. Feinman $1,000.00 Wickwire Pool Trust Fund 

Richard Coats  $140.00 Wickwire Pool Trust Fund 

  $77,140.00  
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Friends of Greg Partigianoni (Angie G. 
Partigianoni)  

$43,000.00 Beaudry Park Building Project  

Todd and Michelle Funk $500.00 A7330.5400 

Total Donations $120,640.00  

 
John McNerney wanted to make the Council aware Mark’s Pizzeria is doing a community fund raiser in 
support of the Wickwire Pool by hosting a day of free pizza (half pepperoni, half cheese) with a minimum 
$5.00 donation on July 16, 2014 from 10:00 am to 10:00 pm. 100% of the proceeds will go to the Wickwire 
Pool Fund. Also, the UMSFL-community celebration set for July 27, 28, and 29 to raise money for Wickwire 
Pool.  
 
The Wickwire Pool is set to open this weekend for the season.   
 
Motion By:  Alderman Bird 
Seconded By:  Alderman Bennett 
 
Approved:  Ayes – 6 
   Nays – 0 
 
Resolution #131 of 2014 – Resolution to lift hiring freeze to hire a Senior Account Clerk effective November 
1, 2014 with the pay rate consistent with the SEIU Contract.  
 
John McNerney presents changes to his department with the vacancies created by retirement or 
resignation of two employees by promoting from within to fill the Youth Services positions in the proposal.  
 
Motion By:  Alderman Bennett 
Seconded By:  Alderman Ferrer 
 
Approved:  Ayes – 6 
   Nays – 0 
 
Resolution #132 of 2014 – To lift the hiring freeze to approve the promotion or new hire of a Part-time 
Youth Service Supervisor effective July 28, 2014 at a salary of $32,000.  
 
Motion By:  Alderman Ferrer 
Seconded By:  Alderman Bennett 
 
Approved:  Ayes – 6 
   Nays – 0 
 
Resolution #133 of 2014 – Resolution to enter into an agreement to provide Administrative Funds between 
the City of Cortland and Access to Independence of Cortland County, Inc. 
 
Motion By:  Alderman Ferrer 
Seconded By:  Alderman Michales 
 
Approved:  Ayes – 6 
   Nays – 0 
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Resolution #134 of 2014 – Resolution to authorize the Mayor to execute the “Whey Treatment and Supply 
Contract” by and between the City of Cortland and Byrne Dairy dba C’Ville Yoghurt Inc. 
 
The agreement locks in needed fuel to make this work. Temp. Contract no more than $5,000/day provides 
us with fuel. Byrne Dairy has another use for its whey which picks up 2 million dollars. Generates electricity 
driving down costs to taxpayers.  
 
Motion By:  Alderman Bennett 
Seconded By:  Alderman Ferrer 
 
Approved:  Ayes – 5 
   Nays – 1 (Alderman Dutcher)  
 
Resolution #135 of 2014 – Resolution for the City of Cortland to approve the submission of a 2014 
Consolidated Funding Grant application to the New York State Energy Research Development Authority in 
the amount of $925,000 for the design, permitting and construction of the Central New York Small 
Municipality Regional Wastewater Treatment Plant Sludge Vermicomposting Facility. 
 
Has value-finding value. Potentially turning into compost. 20% made on grant application. Noss Park-acres, 
composting material yard waste S. Franklin Street value $162,000 – fully matched with no out of pocket 
cost.  
 
Motion By:  Alderman Ferrer 
Seconded By:  Alderman Bennett 
 
Approved:  Ayes – 6 
   Nays – 0 
 
Item #17 – Discussion of the supervision related to the care and maintenance of City Hall and the 
Armory buildings. 
 
There is an opportunity to designate supervision to the care and maintenance of the buildings of City 
Hall and the Armory and pay an addition to salary or a stipend with an internal person. IF we were to go 
through an RFP, it would cost upward of $25,000-$30,000. Deputy Superintendent of Public Works has 
knowledge and skill to provide this service and would be on call 24/7.  
 
Resolution #136 of 2014 – Resolution to authorize salary funds of $5,000 annually for the additional 
responsibilities of supervision, management and overseeing the work done internally and maintenance 
contracts/agreements of City Hall and the Armory Building.   
 
Motion By:  Alderman Michales 
Seconded By:  Alderman Ferrer 
 
Approved:  Ayes – 3 
   Nays – 3 (Alderman Ferguson, Bird and Dutcher)  
 
Mayor Tobin breaks the tie in favor of the authorization.  
 
Item #18 – Discussion on proposed Local Law for “Animals”. To determine if it is necessary to modify the 
City’s present Animal control laws. (Alderman Linda Ferguson)  
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Dogs, dogs running free, dog waste, leash law and control over the animals; think about loosen the dog 
violations and the leash law. Council members are to provide your feedback and recommendations to Ric 
VanDonsel.  
 
Item #19 – To set a date for a Public Hearing on Local Law #7—Chapter 74-“Animals”.  
 
This item is being tabled to a later date after further review and discussion.    
  
ADJOURNMENT   
 
Motion By:  Alderman Ferrer 
Seconded By:  Alderman Dutcher 
 
Approved:  Ayes – 6 
   Nays – 0 
 
I, RAY PARKER, CITY CLERK FOR THE CITY OF CORTLAND, NEW YORK, DO HEREBY CERTIFY THAT SAID 
RESOLUTIONS WERE ADOPTED BY THE COMMON COUNCIL AT A REGULAR MEETING OF THE COMMON 
COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF CORTLAND, HELD ON THE 17th DAY OF JUNE, 2014.  I FURTHER CERTIFY THE 
FOREGOING RESOLUTIONS WERE PRESENTED TO THE MAYOR IN THE TIME REQUIRED FOR HIS 
CONCURRENCE IN ADOPTION OR REJECTION BY VETO POWER. 
 
_________________________________  ____________________________ 
RAY PARKER, CITY CLERK      MAYOR BRIAN TOBIN 
 


