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City Council Minutes 

The City of Cortland 

November 19, 2013 
 
 

Council Meeting #21 

November 19, 2013 

Regular Session 

City Hall 

7:00 PM   

 

Present: Mayor Brian Tobin, Alderman Bennett, Michales, Silliman, Dye, Bird, 

Ferguson, Quail and Ferrer 

 

Staff Present: Director of Finance and Administration Mack Cook, Corporation Counsel 

Richard Van Donsel, Fire Chief Charles Glover, Deputy Fire Chief William 

Knickerbocker, City Clerk Judith Chamberlin, Confidential Secretary to the 

Mayor Shellie Blaisdell  

 

PUBLIC HEARING:  

Speakers-(Comprehensive listing of speakers on file regarding budget cuts to the Deputy Fire 

Chief) 

• There was a comprehensive listing of speakers showing support against cutting the Deputy 

Fire Chief position from budget.   

  

Garry VanGorder and Robert Haight  

• Raised concern of the 43% increase in the water rate for Cortland’s business and residential 

users. Concerned about the impact new costs will have on the city’s businesses and 

burdens to economic growth. Provided a modified approach.   

 

REGULAR SESSION: 

 

Mayor Brian Tobin called the Twenty-First Common Council meeting of the year to order at 

7:02PM.  

  

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE 

   

PUBLIC COMMENTS:  

 

Speakers-(Comprehensive listing of speakers on file regarding events over the weekend) 

• Eric Bitterbaum, President of SUNY Cortland spoke on behalf of the college addressing the 

events of the weekend. Mr. Bitterbaum read a statement from him to the students, facility 

and public.  

• There was a comprehensive listing of speakers showing support to cancel the Cortica Jug 

Football game for 2014.   



City of Cortland – Common Council 

Minutes of the November 19, 2013 Meeting 2 of 7

• There was a comprehensive listing of speakers showing support to keep the Cortica Jug 

Football game for 2014, however showed a great concern to provide means of control and 

safety  

• Alderman Silliman spoke in support of the Resolution to be put before the Council. 

Alderman Silliman read the proposed resolution.  

 

Minutes of the November 5, 2013 meeting: 

 

RESOLUTION #254 of 2013 – Resolution to approve the November 5, 2013 Common Council 

Minutes    

 

Motion By: Alderman Ferrer   

Seconded By: Alderman Silliman 

 

Approved: Ayes – 8 

 Nays – 0 

 

Resolution #255 of 2013 – Resolution for the City of Cortland to request that SUNY Cortland 

suspend the 2014 Cortaga game and form a town/gown commission to address the root cause of 

the culture, provide solutions to the problems Cortaca annually presents, and enact a plan to 

address the problems. In addition, the joint commission will develop a review procedure for 

student behavior once the game resumes. In subsequent years, city council will release a report 

about the results of the review procedure concluding with the recommendation as to whether or 

not the following year’s Cortaca game should take place (pending implementation of additional 

corrective actions made by the city and/or the college).   

Role Call Vote:   Failed 2 – 6  

Alderman Bennett   Aye 

Alderman Michales  Nay 

Alderman Silliman  Aye 

Alderman Dye  Nay 

Alderman Quail  Nay 

Alderman Ferrer    Nay 

Alderman Ferguson  Nay 

Alderman Bird  Nay 

 

Mayor Brian Tobin presented a proposal to create a “Council Community Commission” modifying 

the prior resolution as: To form a Council Community Commission to deal with issues and 

concerns regarding community members behavior.  

 

Motion to approve the commission passes 8-0 
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Resolution #256 of 2013 – Resolution for the Mayor to sign and submit a NYS DEC Urban and 

Community Forestry Grant.   

 

Mack Cook answered questions from the Council.  

 

Motion By:  Alderman Ferguson 

Seconded By:  Alderman Bird 

 

Approved:  Ayes – 8 

   Nays – 0 

 

Resolution #257 of 2013 – Resolution to Commit up to $150,000 in program income to expand the 

City’s 2013 City-wide Housing Rehabilitation Program and/or to address five additional severely 

substandard owner occupied single-family homes, based on NYS OCR input and to 2012 authorize 

the Mayor to negotiate an amendment to Thoma Development Consultant’s CDBG contract for 

administration and program delivery services to complete the additional work proposed by 

expanding the program and/or addressing an additional five severely substandard owner-

occupied, single family homes.  

Presentation by Linda Armstrong, Thoma Development  

 

Motion By:  Alderman Bennett 

Seconded By:  Alderman Ferrer 

 

Approved:  Ayes – 8 

   Nays – 0 

 

Presentation to Council by the SPCA regarding services provided to the City.   

 

• Presentation was made by Kitty Totman, President and Bill Carr, Chief Investigator/Peace 

Officer  

• Council addressed questions regarding the presentation   

 

 

Resolution #258 of 2013 – Resolution authorizing Bruce Adams, Plant Operator, to act on behalf of 

the City in matters relating to State funding assistance under the Environmental Conservation Law 

for UV and phosphorus upgrades to the Waste Water Treatment Plant as part of the 

reconstruction project.          

 

Motion By:  Alderman Bird 

Seconded By:  Alderman Bennett 

 

Approved:  Ayes – 7 (Alderman Dye not present for vote) 

   Nays – 0 
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Resolution #259 of 2013 - Resolution authorizing wherein the City agrees to fund its portion of the 

cost of the UV and phosphorus upgrades to the Waste Water Treatment Plant within (12) twelve 

months of written approval of its application by the Department of Environmental Conservation.   

 

Motion By:  Alderman Ferrer 

Seconded By:  Alderman Bennett 

 

Approved:  Ayes – 7 (Alderman Dye not present for vote) 

   Nays – 0 

 

Resolution #260 of 2013 - Resolution authorizing the Mayor to sign on behalf of the City the 

Funding application to the New York Environmental Facilities Corporation Clean Water State 

Revolving Fund Application in the amount of $12,964,232 for the re-construction of the Waste 

Water Treatment Plant.    

 

Motion By:  Alderman Quail 

Seconded By:  Alderman Bird 

 

Approved:  Ayes – 7 (Alderman Dye not present for vote) 

   Nays – 0 

 

Resolution #261 of 2013 - Resolution to amend the time restriction for the 29 spots on North Main 

in front of 2 North Main Street from 2 hour free parking to 3 hour free parking.  

 

Motion By:  Alderman Quail 

Seconded By:  Alderman Bennett 

 

Approved:  Ayes – 8  

   Nays – 0 

 

Resolution #262 of 2013 - Resolution to waive the sound device fee for Sweeney’s Pest Control to 

treat the crow infestation with noise at the Port Watson Commons.  

 

Motion By:  Alderman Ferrer 

Seconded By:  Alderman Bennett 

 

Approved:  Ayes – 8   

   Nays – 0 

 

Resolution #263 of 2013 - Resolution to recognize and accept the following donations for the 

Wickwire Pool Fund:  

Lawrence Knickerbocker              - $100.00 

Dickies BBQ (Allabarben Four LLC)    - $100.00 

                    Total Donations    $200.00 
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Motion By:  Alderman Bird 

Seconded By:  Alderman Bennett 

 

Approved:   Ayes – 8  

    Nays – 0 

 

Presentation by Corporate Council, Ric VanDonsel regarding the settling of two (2) grievances.   

 

Resolution #264 of 2013 - Resolution to lift the hiring freeze to hire a firefighter.   

 

Motion By:  Alderman Silliman 

Seconded By:  Alderman Bird 

 

Approved:  Ayes – 8   

   Nays – 0 

 

Resolution #265 of 2013 - Resolution to hire a firefighter.  

 

Motion By:  Alderman Silliman 

Seconded By:  Alderman Ferguson 

 

Approved:  Ayes – 8   

   Nays – 0 

 

Resolution #266 of 2013 - Resolution to promote a firefighter to the rank of Captain.  

 

Motion By:  Alderman Ferrer 

Seconded By:  Alderman Bennett 

 

Approved:  Ayes – 8  

   Nays – 0 

 

Motion to table Agenda items #14, 15, 16, and 17 regarding Public Works until December 3, 2013. 

Council requested new language and understanding to re-present resolution on December 3, 

2013. 

 

Motion By:  Alderman Ferrer 

Seconded By:  Alderman Bennett 

 

Approved:  Ayes – 8   

   Nays – 0 
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Ward Reports: 

 

Alderman Bennett: 

• Ward quiet 

 

Alderman Michales:  

• Did a ride along with city code enforcer 

• Attended a Town/Gown Forum in Ithaca and will give a presentation on December 3, 2013 

 

Alderman Silliman: 

• Already covered her immediate Ward concerns  

• Wanted to express appreciation to Police Officers who responded to calls at her house on 

11/16/2013  

 

Alderman Dye: 

• Attended Small Fry Football Banquet  

 

Alderman Quail: 

• Affected by some of the events of the weekend.  

• Would like future discussion about timely trash pick up  

 

Alderman Ferrer: 

• Cortica weekend-ride along was organized and good  

 

Alderman Ferguson: 

• Police ride along. Sights made her feel good to see agencies come  

• Wanted to point out there are some great college students  

 

Alderman Bird: 

• Ride along with Fire Chief over weekend 

• Scheduled budget meeting for 11/26/2013 at 7:00 pm  

 

Proclamations: 

 

• Mayor Tobin proclaimed December as Employee Learning Month   

• Mayor Tobin proclaimed Small Business Saturday as November 30, 2013 

 

Conflict of Interest Disclosure:  

 

Mayor Brian Tobin disclosed the Potential Conflict of Interest of David and Amanda Funk’s 

participation in the City’s HOME Program. This disclosure meets requirements of the Conflict of 

interest regulations.    
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Executive Session 

 

Motion to go into Executive Session for contract discussions. 

 

Motion By:  Alderman Ferrer 

Seconded By:               Alderman Bennett 

 

Approved:  Ayes – 8 

   Nays – 0 

 

Motion to come out of Executive Session 

 

By:   Alderman Ferrer 

Seconded By  Alderman Bennett 

 

ADJOURNMENT (11:00 PM) 

 

Motion By:  Alderman Quail 

Seconded By:  Alderman Silliman  

 

Approved:  Ayes – 8 

   Nays – 0 

 

I, SHELLIE BLAISDELL, CONFIDENTIAL SECRETARY TO THE MAYOR FOR THE CITY OF CORTLAND, 

NEW YORK, DO HEREBY CERTIFY THAT SAID RESOLUTIONS WERE ADOPTED BY THE COMMON 

COUNCIL AT A REGULAR MEETING OF THE COMMON COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF CORTLAND, HELD 

ON THE 19th DAY OF NOVEMBER, 2013.  I FURTHER CERTIFY THE FOREGOING RESOLUTIONS 

WERE PRESENTED TO THE MAYOR IN THE TIME REQUIRED FOR HIS CONCURRENCE IN ADOPTION 

OR REJECTION BY VETO POWER. 

 

_________________________________  ____________________________ 

SHELLIE BLAISDELL      MAYOR BRIAN TOBIN 

CONFIDENTIAL SECRETARY TO THE MAYOR     

 


