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Council Meeting #18

October 1, 2013

Public Hearing and Regular Session
City Hall

6:30 PM

Present: Alderman Julie Bird, Katy Silliman, Ken Dye, John Bennett, Daniel Quail,
Carlos Ferrer, Linda Ferguson, Thomas Michales

Deputy Mayor Ken Dye called the public hearing to order at 6:35 P.M.

PUBLIC HEARING

Sharon Stevans:
e In favor of the increase in code violation fees

Abigail Cleary:
e Spoke in favor of the increase in code violation fees
e Discussed the need for the increase and her experiences within her neighborhood

Randi Storch:
e Expressed support for the increase in code violations

Jo Schaffer:
e Discussed who would be affected by the code violation increases
e Doesn’t affect just rental properties

Random Citizen:
e In favor of code

Ann Doyle:
e Appreciated Council’s effort to have people follow the code and willingness to do something

e Echoed what people before her said

William Knickerbocker:
e Asked Council to consider this issue as well as a full-time Zoning Officer

Deputy Mayor Ken Dye closed the public hearing at 6:45 PM.
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REGULAR SESSION

Present: Mayor Brian Tobin, Alderman Julie Bird, Katy Silliman, Ken Dye, John
Bennett, Daniel Quail, Carlos Ferrer, Linda Ferguson, Thomas Michales

Staff Present: Director of Administration and Finance Mack Cook, Corporation Counsel
Richard Van Donsel, Police Chief F. Mike Catalano, Chief Operator of the
Wastewater Treatment Plant Bruce Adams, Deputy Fire Chief William
Knickerbocker, Deputy Fire Chief Wayne Friedman

Mayor Brian Tobin called the eighteenth Common Council meeting to order at 7:00 PM.

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE

PUBLIC COMMENTS

Tom Gobel:
e Discussed the parking issue with in the city

Minutes of the September 17, 2013 meeting:

RESOLUTION #224 of 2013 — Resolution to approve the September 17, 2013 Common Council
minutes as is

Motion By: Alderman Ferrer
Seconded By: Alderman Bennett
Approved: Ayes — 8

Nays -0
WARD REPORTS

Alderman Bennett:
e Nothing to report

Alderman Michales:
e Recognize River Clean Up Group that volunteered to clean up over the past weekend
e Received a call regarding cats
e Resident wanted to rescind on-the-lawn parking
e Complaint about one neighbor parking on another neighbor’s lawn

Alderman Silliman:
e Received calls about speeding near Parker Elementary and sent an email to the DPW about
having signs put up
e Noisy on the Hill during the evenings

Alderman Dye:
e Has had issues with cats within his ward
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Alderman Bird:
e Thank Nick Dovi and DPW for putting up “Stop Ahead” on Chestnut Street
e Thanked Officer Barber for ride along on Friday evening

e Public Service Announcement: Urged residents to have a mammogram for Breast Cancer
Awareness Month

Alderman Ferguson:
e Ward Meeting on October 28™ at 7:00 PM, details will be available on Channel 2 and her
Facebook Page
e Main Street signs have been an issue, resident are confused about the information on the signs
o Anyone with issues or problems please let Adam Megivern of the Downtown
Partnership know
e Has received calls regarding the usage of the train station and why it is not occupied yet

Alderman Ferrer:
e Thanked DPW for looking into more lighting at Hickory Park area

Alderman Quail:
e Thanked Chris, Nick and Pat Riedy for dealing with a resident issue
e Has had issues with parking in a property’s Right-of-Way
e Observed downtown on Saturday night from 2 to 3:30 AM watching the crowd come and go

MAYOR’S REPORT
e Meeting last Tuesday regarding the Energy Challenge and competition between the City of
Cortland and the City of Oswego
e Next Energy Meeting will be on October 8 at 7:00 PM in the Court Room
e Good for residents to compete and learn about how to save money
e Urged resident to form teams of 3 to 5 households that would compete against households in

Oswego
e Residents within the city as well as the Greater Cortland area are eligible to participate in this
challenge
PROCLAMATIONS

e Domestic Violence Awareness Month
e Anti-Bullying Awareness Month
e Fire Prevention Week

PRESENTATION regarding the City’s Safety Policies and Procedures

Jim Sponaugle
e Discussed with the Council what he has been doing to learn about department’s policies and
procedures
e Attending staff meetings, observing how each department was run
e Put together recommendations for each department to consider
e Shared with council how to fix some of the recommendations he has
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DISCUSSION on creating a Social Host Ordinance in the City of Cortland to protect the public
interest, welfare, health and safety within the City of Cortland by prohibiting the service to and
consumption of alcoholic beverages and drugs by persons under the age of 21 at private residences
located in the City of Cortland

Police Chief F. Mike Catalano:
e Discussed the what the ordinance is, why is has come about and the need to have this as part of
the City’s Charter
e Addressed concerns and questions from the council

Kimberly McRae Friedman and Joann Wickman, Cortland Area Communities That Care Coalition
e Explained the need for the social ordinance law
e Addressed concerns from the council

RESOLUTION #225 of 2013 — Resolution to approve closing of Court Street from Church Street to
the Bank Parking Lot entrance for the Annual Inspection and Memorial Services of the Cortland Fire
Department on October 5, 2013 from 9:00 AM to 7:00 PM

Motion By: Alderman Bird
Seconded By: Alderman Michales
Approved: Ayes — 8

Nays -0

RESOLUTION #226 of 2013 — Resolution to approve closing the first 20 spaces (10 on the left and
10 on the right) in the Parking Lot next to the Marketplace Mall for the Belize Zoo Block Party on
October 19, 2013 from 12:00 PM to 4:00 PM

Motion By: Alderman Ferrer
Seconded By: Alderman Bird
Approved: Ayes — 8

Nays -0

Mary Kelly addressed concerns from council.

RESOLUTION #227 of 2013 — Resolution to approve the following donations to the Wickwire Pool
Trust Fund:

Donations Amount
Ralph & Margaret Race TTEE $100.00
Ashley & Beverly Ellefson $100.00
Total Donations $200.00
Motion By: Alderman Quail
Seconded By: Alderman Bird
Approved: Ayes — 8
Nays — 0
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RESOLUTION #228 of 2013 — Resolution for a request to have monies from the SAFER grant in the

amount of $26,040 be appropriated to the Fire Department budget line A3410-415.00:

ACCOUNT #: A3410-415.00 (Contractual)
AMOUNT: $26,040

Motion By: Alderman Ferrer

Seconded By: Alderman Michales

Approved: Ayes — 8
Nays — 0

RESOLUTION #229 of 2013 — Resolution to authorize the Mayor to execute a contract with
Cedarwood Engineering Services PLLC for services associated with the wastewater treatment
facility’s Chesapeake Bay nutrient removal program, solids handling improvement project and
administrative support. These services are to be provided at a not-to-exceed cost of $805,000. The
contract is required by EFC as part of the funding process

Motion By: Alderman Silliman
Seconded By: Alderman Ferrer
Approved: Ayes — 8

Nays — 0

Bruce Adams, Chief Operator of the Wastewater Treatment Plant
e Explained to council what the contract was for
e Addressed questions and concerns from council

RESOLUTION #230 of 2013 — Resolution to implement a voluntary health insurance stipend option
for twenty-five Medicare eligible City retirees in the amount of $3,400.00 for single insurance policy
holders and $7,400.00 for family insurance policy holders

Motion By: Alderman Silliman
Seconded By: Alderman Bennett
Approved: Ayes — 7
Nays — 1 Alderman Ferrer

Mack Cook, Director of Administration and Finance
e Addressed council why this program should be implemented

RESOLUTION #231 of 2013 — Resolution to approve in concept the formation of a citizen panel to
advise Common Council if the City should request a Comprehensive Review by and assistance from
the New York State Financial Restructuring Board for Local Governments

Motion By: Alderman Ferrer
Seconded By: Alderman Bennett
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Approved: Ayes — 7
Nays — 1 Alderman Ferguson

Mack Cook
e Explained to council what the panel would be used for and who would be apart of it

DISCUSSION of an update from Corporation Counsel

Richard Van Donsel
e Updated Council regarding:
o Contract with the Cultural Arts Council and the Railroad Station
o The easement approved by council for an instillation of an elevator at Haskell Place is
now on hold due to the project being over budget
o Closed the purchase on 14 Court Street parking lot
o Closed on the Marietta Loan
o Closing on Cortland Housing Assistance loan

Mack Cook
e Addressed council regarding Buckbee Mears

RESOLUTION #232 of 2013 — Resolution to award Bid Items G1 and G2 for construction of the
GBT building as part of the reconstruction and expansion of the Waste Water Treatment Plant to
Richard W. Wakeman Inc. of Sidney, NY in the amount of $538,675

Motion By: Alderman Silliman
Seconded By: Alderman Ferrer
Approved: Ayes — 8

Nays — 0

RESOLUTION #233 of 2013 — Resolution to award Bid Items E1 and E2 for electrical wiring of the
GBT building as part of the reconstruction and expansion of the Waste Water Treatment Plant to
Bagnall Electric Inc. of Sherburne, NY in the amount of $94,150

Motion By: Alderman Ferrer
Seconded By: Alderman Silliman
Approved: Ayes — 8

Nays — 0

DISCUSSION regarding the City’s contract with the Cortland County SPCA

Ken Dye
e Has had calls regarding cats within his ward

e Would like contract with SPCA and the City to include cat control along with dog control
e Would like to arrange for an SPCA representative to present to the Council what services they
provide
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Mike Catalano

e Discussed how the Police Department deals with the SPCA

Ann Doyle
e Would like to be invited to the meeting regarding this issue if it is not held during a Common
Council meeting

e Talked about CNY SNAP

EXECUTIVE SESSION — Labor Negotiations

Motion to go into:

By: Alderman Ferrer
Seconded By: Alderman Bennett
Approved: Ayes — 8

Nays — 0

Motion to come out of:

By: Alderman Ferrer
Alderman Bennett

Approved: Ayes — 8

Nays — 0
ADJOURNMENT
Motion By: Alderman Ferrer
Seconded By: Alderman Bird
Approved: Ayes — 8

Nays -0

I, JUDITH CHAMBERLIN, CITY CLERK OF THE CITY OF CORTLAND, NEW YORK, DO
HEREBY CERTIFY THAT SAID RESOLUTIONS WERE ADOPTED BY THE COMMON
COUNCIL AT A REGULAR MEETING OF THE COMMON COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF
CORTLAND, HELD ON THE 15T DAY OF OCTOBER, 2013. I FURTHER CERTIFY THE
FOREGOING RESOLUTIONS WERE PRESENTED TO THE MAYOR IN THE TIME
REQUIRED FOR HIS CONCURRENCE IN ADOPTION OR REJECTION BY VETO
POWER.

JUDITH CHAMBERLIN, CITY CLERK MAYOR BRIAN TOBIN
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