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City Council Minutes 
The City of Cortland 

September 17, 2013 

 
 
Council Meeting #17 
September 17, 2013 
Regular Session 
City Hall 
7:00 PM   
 
Present: Mayor Brian Tobin, Alderman Julie Bird, Katy J. Silliman, Ken Dye, John 

G. Bennett, Jr., Daniel Quail, Carlos Ferrer, Linda A. Ferguson, Thomas 
Michales 

 
Staff Present: Director of Administration and Finance Mack Cook, Corporation Counsel 

Richard Van Donsel, City Clerk Judith Chamberlin 
 
Mayor Brian Tobin called the seventeenth Common Council meeting of the year to order at 7:00 
P.M.  
 

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE 

   

PUBLIC COMMENTS 

 
Ann Doyle: 

• Ward 2 neighborhood watch meeting at the Parkside Church at 6:30 PM on September 
18, 2013 

• Glad to see Item #5 on the agenda 

• Believes it is a good idea for the Local Food Market 
 
Tom Gobel: 

• Last meeting – inappropriate 

• Commented on the cameras on traffic lights 

• Sales tax – civic improvement up to 9% 
 
Mike Dexter: 

• Commissioner of the Tree Commission and Landscape and Design Committee 

• Brought in broken tree that was vandalized, discussed where is was located and the 
amount of work that was put in to getting this tree and others planted within the city 

• Thanked Katy Hall of the Cortland Standard for her article in the paper 

• Wasn’t in favor of the cameras on Main Street but now am in favor 

• Asked Council to keep setting aside money for trees to be planted with the city limits 
 
Minutes of the September 3, 2013 meeting: 



City of Cortland – Common Council 

Minutes of the September 17, 2013 Meeting 2

 
RESOLUTION #214 of 2013 – Resolution to approve the minutes from the September 3, 2013 
Common Council meeting as read 
 
Motion By: Alderman Quail 
Seconded By: Alderman Bennett 
 
Approved: Ayes – 8 
 Nays – 0 
 

REPORT ON NYCOM FALL CONFERENCE 
 
Mack Cook, Director of Administration and Finance: 

• Discussed a Vacant Properties Law 

• Legislative agenda in regards to: 
o Relationships with non-profits 
o Charging for services 

� Ex: Maintenance of fire hydrants 

• Relationships with colleges and universities 

• Grant application changes 

• Shared services working with restructuring board 

• Management and City rights when dealing with union negotiations and collective 
bargaining agreements 

 
PRESENTATION by the New York State Department of Taxation and Finance regarding the 
STAR Registration Program 
 
Jeff Bartholomew discussed with the Council what the program is and how it helps citizens. 
 
RESOLUTION #215 of 2013 – Resolution to approve and appropriate the following donations 
to the Wickwire Pool Trust Fund: 
 

Donation Amount 

Minnella Family (Jean, Vince, Todd, 
Stephanie, Christopher, Bernedette) 

$700.00 

Van Burd & Joyce Hicks 150.00 
Michael and Sharon Stevans 50.00 
Catherine Wilde 20.00 
Maribeth McEwan 20.00 

Total Donation =  $940.00 

 
 
Motion By: Alderman Bird 
Seconded By: Alderman Ferrer 
 
Approved: Ayes – 8 
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 Nays – 0 
 
RESOLUTION #216 of 2013 – Resolution to allow Access to Independence to use the 
Courthouse Park on Saturday, July 26, 2014 for the 24th ADA Anniversary Celebration Picnic 
 
Motion By: Alderman Michales 
Seconded By: Alderman Silliman 
 
Approved: Ayes – 8 
 Nays – 0 
 
RESOLUTION #217 of 2013 – Resolution to appoint Eamon O’Shea to the City’s Cable 
Commission 
 
Motion By: Alderman Ferrer 
Seconded By: Alderman Bennett 
 
Approved: Ayes – 8 
 Nays – 0 
 
RESOLUTION #218 of 2013 – Resolution to appropriate $25,000 NYS Housing Program 
Income to assist income eligible homeowners in replacing hot water heaters and furnaces that 
have been impacted by the recent flooding; Assistance to be subject to same rules of the existing 
Emergency Repair Program and applications need to be received by Thoma Development by 
October 30th, 2013 
 
Motion By: Alderman Ferrer 
Seconded By: Alderman Silliman 
 
Approved: Ayes – 8 
 Nays – 0 
 
Linda Armstrong, Thoma Development: 

• Asked for guidance on how and what this will cover regarding only furnaces 

• Will be based upon income 
o $25,000 or with $5,000 per incident 
o Limited to furnace and water heaters 

• Only other issues can be brought back to council for consideration 

• Will cover most recent flood 

• Applications must be in by October 30th 
 
Brian Tobin, Mayor: 

• Applicant must meet certain criteria to be eligible for funding 
o Must be income eligible 

� Single Individual 

• Cap of $34,400 
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� Two People 

• Cap of $39,300 

• Applicants have a deadline of October 30th, 2013 to apply for the program 
 
RESOLUTION #219 of 2013 – Consideration of a Resolution to approve $70,000 in New York 
State Main Street Funding to Tuff’s Incorporated (Mark Zaharis) for renovations to 45 Main 
Street 
 
Motion By: Alderman Ferrer 
Seconded By: Alderman Silliman 
 
Approved: Ayes – 8 
 Nays – 0 

 

EXECUTIVE SESSION  

 
Motion to go into: 
 
By:    Alderman Bird 
Seconded By:  Alderman Quail 
 
Approved:  Ayes – 8 
   Nays – 0 
 
Motion to come out of:  
 
By:   Alderman Bird 
   Alderman Quail 
 
Approved:  Ayes – 8 
   Nays – 0 

 

RESOLUTION #220 of 2013 – Resolution to approve a loan of Community development funds 
to the local Food Market in the amount of $170,000 
 
Motion By: Alderman Ferrer 
Seconded By: Alderman Bennett 
 
Approved: Ayes – 8 
 Nays – 0 
 
RESOLUTION #221 of 2013 – Resolution to accept the recommendation of the Greater 
Tompkins County Health Insurance Consortium’s Finance Committee of an 8 percent increase in 
2014 premium rates and authorize the City’s delegate to the Consortium’s Board of Directors to 
vote accordingly 
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Motion By: Alderman Quail 
Seconded By: Alderman Bennett 
 
Approved: Ayes – 8 
 Nays – 0 

 

Mack Cook, Director of Administration and Finance: 

• Explained why there is a need for the 8% increase 
 

DISCUSSION of a limited cash stipend voluntary program for Medicare-eligible retirees who 
participate in the City’s Health Insurance Program 

 

Mack Cook: 

• Discussed voluntary cash stipend for Medicare eligible for City retirees 
 
DISCUSSION of the Energy Challenge Program which will help City of Cortland residents save 
money on their utility bills 
 
Brian Tobin: 

• Outlined the program 

• First meeting will be September 24, 2013 at 7:00 PM in City Call to get number of 
commitments 

• Needs City residents to be involved in this challenge 
 
Frank Kelly: 

• Gave explanation of parts of the program 
 
RESOLUTION #222 of 2013 – Resolution to extend Jim Sponaugle’s appointment 
 
Motion By: Alderman Quail 
Seconded By: Alderman Silliman 
 
Approved: Ayes – 8 
 Nays – 0 
 
Additional $3,000 to Mr. Sponaugle; Organize and improve the safety training schedule and 
program 
 
CONSIDERATION of a Resolution to add eight parking spaces to the Downtown Business 
Partnership’s proposal – TABLED 
 
RESOLUTION #223 of 2013 – Resolution to authorize the sale of abandoned bicycles on 
September 21, 2013 from 9:00 a.m. until 12:00 p.m. at the Armory drill room on Wheeler 
Avenue and commit the proceeds to the Wickwire Pool Trust accounts 
 
Motion By: Alderman Ferrer 
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Seconded By: Alderman Bennett 
 
Approved: Ayes – 8 
 Nays – 0 

 

ADJOURNMENT – 9:45 PM 
 
Motion By:  Alderman Ferrer 
Seconded By:  Alderman Bennett 
 
Approved:  Ayes – 8 
   Nays – 0 
 

I, JUDITH CHAMBERLIN, CITY CLERK OF THE CITY OF CORTLAND, NEW 

YORK, DO HEREBY CERTIFY THAT SAID RESOLUTIONS WERE ADOPTED BY 

THE COMMON COUNCIL AT A REGULAR MEETING OF THE COMMON 

COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF CORTLAND, HELD ON THE 17TH DAY OF 

SEPTEMBER, 2013.  I FURTHER CERTIFY THE FOREGOING RESOLUTIONS 

WERE PRESENTED TO THE MAYOR IN THE TIME REQUIRED FOR HIS 

CONCURRENCE IN ADOPTION OR REJECTION BY VETO POWER. 

 

_________________________________  ____________________________ 

JUDITH CHAMBERLIN, CITY CLERK   MAYOR BRIAN TOBIN 


