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City of Cortland 

                  

City Council Minutes 

The City of Cortland 
October 16, 2012 

 
Council Meeting #19 
October 16, 2012  
Regular Session 
City Hall 
7:00 PM   
 
Present: Aldermen Bennett, Bird, Dye, Ferguson, Quail, Silliman, Ferrer and 

Michales. 
 
Staff Present: Corporation Counsel Kelly Colasurdo, Director of Administration & 

Finance Mack Cook, Deputy Director of Administration & Finance Lori 
Crompton, City Clerk Judith Chamberlin. 

 
Regular Session 
 
Mayor Tobin called the nineteenth Common Council meeting of the year to order at 7:00 
P.M.  
 
PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE 
 
Public Comments 
 
There was no one to speak. 
 
Minutes 
 

                      Mayor Tobin asked if there were any changes or corrections of the minutes of October 2, 
2012. 
 
RESOLUTION #185 Of 2012 – Minutes of October 2, 2012. 
 
By: Alderman Ferrer 
Seconded: Alderman Bird 
 
Approved: Ayes – 8 
 Nays – 0 
 
Bills were reviewed. 
 
Mayor Tobin noted that typically Ward Reports are not done at the second Common 
Council meetings of the month, however, with the election being the same day as the next 
scheduled meeting, perhaps that could be done now. 
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Ward Reports 
 
Ward 3 – Alderman Dye 
 
Alderman Dye had nothing to report. 
 
Ward 8 – Alderman Michales 
 
Alderman Michales stated that the Housing Committee met last Wednesday.  Since setting  
Up the Committee, it has encountered several road blocks.  These road blocks all seem to 
lead back to the Code Office.  The Committee decided to take a look at how the Code 
Office is structured and what could be done to improve on efficiencies and gain some 
continuity that seems to be missing.  The next Common Council meeting will be October 
24th.  
 
Alderman Silliman made note of the fact that the issues in the Code Office is only in 
regards to fee structure and not in regard to any employees in the Code Office. 
 
Ward 1 – Alderman Bird 
 
Alderman Bird said it was quiet in her Ward. 
 
Ward 3 – Alderman Dye  
 
Alderman Dye noted his Ward was quiet as well.  
 
Ward 2 – Alderman Silliman 
 
Alderman Silliman said the second and third Wards will be holding a meeting to discuss 
the budget; her hope was to have constituents come and voice their opinion.  Mack Cook, 
Director of Administration and Finance will be there.  The venue is possibly the Beard 
Building on October 29th, but that has not been secured as yet.   
 
Ward 7 – Alderman Ferguson 
 
Alderman Ferguson stated that she marched in Syracuse for Social Security, Medicare 
and Medicaid.  She also held a Ward meeting and would like to thank Police Chief 
Catalano for his presentation.   The Eighth Ward would like to work with the Second and 
Fifth Wards to get some ideas from them as to how their Neighborhood Watch Programs 
are run. The programs in those Wards are very successful.  
 
Anne Doyle will be holding a meeting in her Ward tomorrow night on Neighborhood Watch.  
 
Ward 6 – Alderman Ferrer  
 
Alderman Ferrer noted that things are quiet in his Ward.  He has organized a finance 
advisory committee in conjunction with a fire commission meeting for October 25th at 6:30 
in the Mayor’s Conference Room at City Hall. 
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Ward 5 – Alderman Quail  
 
Alderman Quail stated that the Fifth Ward has a Neighborhood Watch meeting planned for 
this Thursday at the Daily Grind at 6:30.  A Ward meeting is being planned and he will get 
that information out in an email, which will be the third Tuesday in November. 
 
Mayor Tobin noted that, as Alderman Silliman pointed out, there will be a meeting on 
Monday, October 22, 2012 to talk about the crows and a web page will be set up in a 
couple days.  He asked that residents email the site if there is a crow problem in their 
neighborhood at crows@cortland.org.  If it can be identified where the crows roosted last 
year,  plans can be made ahead to discourage them from nesting in the City this winter. 
  
Mayor Tobin also noted, as at the last meeting, if any residents are having trouble keeping 
up with yard work they can call or email the Mayor.  Students are available to assist in 
raking leaves.  He can be reached at 745-3013. Swimmers from the college are doing leaf 
raking in an effort to help the community. 
 
Mayor Tobin also stated that something to talk about, which Council has been informed 
about, and Council may want to discuss the issue tonight or it may be at another time.  
There has been some concern and discussion regarding housing, and the definition on the 
three unrelated law, when it should be enforced, and other issues stemming from the three 
unrelated law.  Corporation Counsel has come forward with an opinion that the 
grandfathering date for non-conforming properties shall be 2003, consistent with when the 
definition of a functional family was last changed within the City Code.  The other option 
was going with 1988.  If that is something Council would like to discuss and consider, it 
can be discussed publicly and if anyone would like more information from Corporation 
Council as to why one date is better than another Council could go into Executive Session 
tonight.  A decision does not need to be made at this time. 
 
Alderman Michales asked if that should be added to the Agenda as Item #7.  
 
Alderman Silliman asked if it could be postponed and discussed at the next meeting, given 
what is already on this Agenda and the debates tonight. 
 
Alderman Quail recommended postponing the discussion in order to give the members of 
Common Council time to meet with and speak to Corporation Council. 
 
 
Alderman Michales noted there should be an additional part to Item #3.   
 
Mayor Tobin noted, that was in regards to Chris Bistocchi’s agenda item regarding Public 
Works, a change of positions, which will be discussed further.  It can be an item for 
Executive Session or it can be discussed publicly a bit about what has been going on  in 
regards to the Public Safety Department.  He asked if Council would like it listed as an 
Agenda item or if Council would like to get more details on it first.  There has been some 
discussion for a couple months on whether to dissolve the Public Safety Department, 
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potential plans and movement of an employee.  The item will be touched upon later in the 
meeting. 
 
 
AGENDA: 
 
Item # 1 – Application for Sound Device Permit for speakers and DJ at 183 Tompkins 
Street on November 12, 2012 from 2:00 to 6:00 PM 
 
Mayor Tobin noted that the application listed the wrong date, that Saturday is November 
10th.  The 12th is a Sunday. 
 
By: Alderman Ferrer 
Seconded by: Alderman Bennett 
 
Chief Catalano was asked if he was okay with it, to which he responded no.   Alderman 
Bennett  noted that he was not okay with it either. The applicant is at a duplex across from 
York Street. After the Cortaca Jug game, anywhere from a thousand to three thousand 
people might be walking  downtown and back.  Parking might be an issue. Alcohol was a 
concern. There was no one to speak about the request.  This is a residential 
neighborhood, and that weekend is an exceptionally busy weekend. 
 
RESOLUTION #186 OF 2012 – The application for a sound device permit for 183 
Tompkins Street (Nishimura) is denied. 
 
 
Approved: Ayes – 0 
 Nays - 8  
 
Agenda Item #1 was defeated. 
 
Item #2 – Review and discussion of the 2013 Parking Proposal (Adam Megivern)  
 
To speak was Adam Megivern of the Downtown Partnership.  He gave a power point 
presentation clearly illustrating how City lots would be changed.  Parking has been an 
issue as long as Mr. Megivern has been Executive Director, and since his office issues 
parking permits, it has collected a lot of data regarding the problem of people not knowing 
when to park and where.  There is a lack of overnight parking and a lack of reserved 
parking.  Potential developers of the downtown area have expressed the fact that they are 
not interested in bringing business into downtown when there is no place to park. Often 
times the people who pay for a parking permit cannot find a spot to park.  Some parking 
spaces are taken up with dumpsters behind certain businesses.  
 
Alderman Silliman asked where Mr. Megivern would suggest that the dumpsters be 
placed, to which he responded that in speaking with Leach’s Custom Trash Service, some 
dumpsters could be consolidated.  Alderman Silliman also questioned if any residential 
parking was available behind the buildings on Main Street for people that lived in the upper 
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levels.  Mr. Megivern indicated that a resident of the upper levels would much rather be 
able to view their vehicles. 
 
Alderman Quail asked if there was a waiting list to obtain a parking permit, to which Mr. 
Megivern answered no, they do not sell more permits than what spaces are available, but 
it is getting close to that point, which is why the Partnership would like to see the City free 
up more spaces.  
 
Alderman Michales asked what would be done as far as cars parked during the day. Mr. 
Megivern explained that an overnight parking permit would only include certain hours.  
Typically the overnight permit would not be valid after 7:00 AM. 
 
Alderman Bennett inquired about the number of six month parking passes issued, to which 
Mr. Megivern did not have an actual number.  Some downtown businesses do pay for the 
six month permits for their employees at a savings. 
 
Alderman Quail asked how much of the Groton Avenue parking lot was in consideration for 
freeing up.  He noted that the lot is usually full of restaurant customer parking.  The 
Partnership would like to encourage as much use as possible in that lot.  
 
Mayor Tobin sought clarification on the number of parking spaces that would become 
reserved and which spaces would be designated for odd/even parking.  The Mayor’s 
suggestion was to discuss the parking item at the next department head meeting, along 
with Police Chief, Fire Chief, Chris Bistocchi from Public Works, and John McNerney of the 
Youth Bureau, and to follow up internally, and then bring that back to the next Common 
Council meeting and pick a date for further public discussion. 
 
Item #3 – Consideration of a Resolution to abolish one laborer position at the Department 
of Public Works  
 
By: Alderman Ferrer 
Seconded: Alderman Silliman 
 
To speak was Chris Bistocchi.  If the position could be abolished and the hiring freeze 
lifted, it would allow for the hiring of a Motor Equipment Operator.  The laborer position is 
an entry level position which does not require a CDL license.  Two laborers will be 
promoted to MEO Light by December 1st to assume snow removal responsibilities.   
 
RESOLUTION #187 OF 2012 – Resolution to abolish one laborer position at the 
Department of Public Works (Chris Bistocchi) 
 
Approved: Ayes – 8 
 Nays – 0 
 
Item #4 – Consideration of a Resolution to lift the current hiring freeze to allow one entry 
level Motor Equipment Operator Light position in the Department of Public Works 
 
By:  Alderman Quail 
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Seconded: Alderman Bennett 
 
Approved: Ayes – 8 
 Nays – 0 
 
 
RESOLUTION #188 Of 2012 – Resolution to lift the current hiring freeze in order to create 
one entry level MEO Light position in the Department of Public Works 
 
By:  Alderman Quail 
Seconded: Alderman Bennett 
 
Approved: Ayes – 8 
 Nays – 0 
 
RESOLUTION #189 OF 2012 – Resolution to create one entry level Motor Equipment 
Operator Light position and lift the hiring freeze to fill said position in the Department of 
Public Works 
 
By: Alderman Silliman 
Seconded: Alderman Bird 
 
Approved: Ayes – 8 
 Nays – 0 
 
Item # 5 – Consideration of a resolution to modify the emergency home repair guidelines to 
allow a homeowner to receive assistance twice in their lifetime, with at least five years 
between projects – (Thoma Development) 
 
By: Alderman Silliman 
Seconded: Alderman Quail  
 
Mayor Tobin noted that Linda Armstrong from Thoma Development was not present to 
speak, but he did speak with her about this item.  An 88 year old widow received 
assistance once to repair the foundation of her home, and according to the current 
guidelines, if a person receives assistance once, that person cannot apply for assistance 
again.   
 
RESOLUTION # 190 OF 2012 – Resolution to modify the emergency home repair 
guidelines to allow a homeowner to receive assistance twice in their lifetime, with at least 
five years between projects.  
 
Approved: Ayes – 7 
 Nays – Alderman Bird 
 
Item #6 – Discussion of the Public Safety Department.  The Public Safety Department 
encompassed three employees, including the Superintendent.  A couple of years ago, the 
Superintendent retired, and a second employee retired, leaving just one person to work in 
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that department.  After some discussion, the conclusion was made that some of the duties 
of Public Safety could be assigned to a different department.  It was discussed moving that 
one employee to another department, and determining what responsibilities should be 
shifted elsewhere. Moving that employee would enable the City to keep a valued employee 
and allow the City to perhaps run more efficiently. The City should be able to move 
employees into a position where they are a better fit, if there is a potential need in another 
department.  The employee is a bargaining unit member, but the City needs to have the 
right to manage the work responsibilities and put people where they rightfully belong in 
order to keep them employed.  Further information became available to us yesterday, and 
it was determined this should be discussed in executive session.   
 
Mayor Tobin explained the chain of command.  Employees of the Public Safety 
Department report to the Superintendent, however since the Superintendent retired, the 
employee reports directly to the Mayor; the Mayor should be able to reassign that 
employee without negotiations.  The employee is fully supportive of the move, but in 
looking at the agreement there may be some stipulations attached to the move. 
 
RESOLUTION # 191 OF 2012 – Resolution to go into Executive Session 
 
By: Alderman Bird 
Seconded: Alderman Ferrer 
 
Approved: Ayes – 8 
 Nays – 0 
 
RESOLUTION #192 Of 2012 – Resolution to come out of Executive Session 
      
By: Alderman Bird 
Seconded: Alderman Ferrer 
 
Approved: Ayes – 8 
 Nays – 0 
 
Item #7 – Consideration of a Resolution to authorize the Mayor to enter into Memorandum 
of Agreement between the City of Cortland and the Cortland Professional Firefighter’s 
Association 
 
By: Alderman Silliman 
Seconded: Alderman Quail 
 
Resolution #193 of 2012 – Resolution to authorize the Mayor to enter into a Memorandum 
of Agreement between the City of Cortland and the Cortland Professional Firefighter’s 
Association 
 
Approved: Ayes – 7 
 Nays – Alderman Ferrer 
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Alderman Michales had a question about an item that was discussed several meetings ago 
regarding the two intersections, one being Elm Street and Greenbush and the other being 
Central Avenue and Greenbush.  The Public Safety Commission passed the change, but 
the change never occurred.  Since that time, there was another accident at the intersection 
of Greenbush and Elm.  During the evening the traffic light switches to a red light flashing 
one way and a yellow light flashing the other way.   
 
Mayor Tobin will look into the minutes of the Public Safety Commission and follow up on 
this issue. 
  
The Mayor asked the council to consider the appointment of someone to the Planning 
Commission since they have a meeting scheduled for next week.  
 
Item #8 – Consideration to approve the appointment of Denise Bushnell to the City 
Planning Commission 
 
RESOLUTION #194  OF 2012- Resolution to approve the appointment of Denise Bushnell 
to the City Planning Commission 
 
By: Alderman Bennett 
Seconded: Alderman Bird 
 
Approved: Ayes – 8 
 Nays – 0 
 
 
Item # 9 – Introduction of the Mayor’s tentative budget proposal for the City of Cortland 
(Mack Cook) 
 
A letter distributed to the Common Council addressed some things of concern.  The 
current budget proposal is dependant on a couple of things.  The State Aid revenue will 
remain flat, as well as the City sales tax, which will put a strain on property taxes.  The City 
did have a couple people retire this year, but the biggest possible savings would be to join 
the Tompkins County Health Consortium.   
 
Public comments 
 
Director of Administration and Finance Mack Cook noted that the budget is posted on line, 
a copy can be viewed at the library, and a copy is filed in the City Clerk’s Office.  NYCOM 
is meeting tomorrow  in Syracuse to ask the Governor for reconsideration of a zero 
increase in State aid.  If the Governor would allow us the rate of inflation, just 2.9%, the 
City would only need to raise the tax levy by one percent.  He asked for a resolution to 
present this to the Governor.   
 
Motion to accept the Mayor’s tentative City of Cortland Budget. 
 
RESOLUTION #195 OF 2012 – To accept the Mayor’s tentative budget for the City of 
Cortland. 
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By: Alderman Quail 
Seconded: Alderman Silliman 
 
Approved:  Ayes – 8 
 Nays – 0 
 
Alderman  Bird  made note that the City of Cortland, the Downtown Partnership and 
Omega Phi Beta have a scheduled a community clean up day for the day after the Cortaca 
Jug game, Sunday, November 11th,  from 10:00 AM to 12:00 PM.  If anyone has questions, 
please contact Colleen Murphy at the Downtown Partnership. 
 
Adjournment 
 
By: Alderman Ferrer 
Seconded: Alderman Quail 
 
Approved: Ayes – 8 
 Nays - 0 
 
 
I, JUDITH CHAMBERLIN, CITY CLERK OF THE CITY OF CORTLAND, NEW YORK DO 
HEREBY CERTIFY THAT SAID RESOLUTIONS WERE ADOPTED BY THE COMMON 
COUNCIL AT A REGULAR MEETING OF THE COMMON COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF 
CORTLAND, HELD ON THE 18th DAY OF SEPTEMBER, 2012.  I FURTHER CERTIFY 
THE FOREGOING RESOLUTIONS WERE PRESENTED TO THE MAYOR IN THE TIME 
REQUIRED FOR HIS CONCURRENCE IN ADOPTION OR REJECTION BY VETO 
POWER. 
 
_________________________________  ____________________________ 
JUDITH CHAMBERLIN, CITY CLERK   MAYOR TOBIN 
 
 
 


