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City of Cortland 

                  

City Council Minutes 
The City of Cortland 

October 2, 2012 
 

Council Meeting #18 
October 2, 2012  
Regular Session 
City Hall 
7:00 PM   
 
Present:  Aldermen Bennett, Bird, Dye, Ferguson, and Quail 
 
Staff Present: Corporation Counsel Kelly Colasurdo, Director of Administration & 

Finance Mack Cook, Deputy Director of Administration & Finance Lori 
Crompton, City Clerk Judith Chamberlin. 

 
Public Hearing: 6:30 PM – Lease of the Rosen Property 
 
Guest Speakers: 
 
Ruth Grunberg  
Jackie Carlton from the 2-1-1 Cortland Information System 
Barry Batzing 
Bob Applegate 
Nathan Fenno  
 
  
In Mayor Tobin’s absence, Alderman Dye, Deputy Mayor opened the Public Hearing.  First 
to speak was Ruth Grunberg.  Ms. Grunberg stated that she had several concerns.  There 
is already a significant problem with the number of trains stopping on the tracks and 
holding up traffic, sometimes as long as forty-five minutes at a time.  Marietta trucks are 
parking illegally on Elm Street, Hubbard Street and other areas with the motor running, 
creating noise and pollution which has been a problem for years.  With the new site on 
Pendleton Street, she is concerned with how many more trucks will be waiting to 
load/unload, more frequent trains, the tracks blocking street traffic more often.  Then there 
is the concern of more trucks on our City streets causing damage and requiring more 
repairs to the street.  Would the revenue be sufficient to defray the cost to the City of 
added maintenance and repairs. Also, the type of freight to be loaded and unloaded is a 
concern.   
 
Next to speak was Barry Batzing.  Mr. Batzing stated that he was not against the rail spur 
on the former Rosen Site if it serves the needs of Cortland, however he would like to hear 
from potential users. He questioned the need for an extra spur just to accommodate one 
car per day.  He expressed concern about the future use of the rail, as hydro fracking is 
often documented as using trains to transport tons of sand, and removing tons of waste.   
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Bob Applegate was next to speak on the rail spur.  According to an article that appeared in 
the Cortland Standard, the assumption is that there would be one car per day, but if gas 
drilling comes to this area, we could be getting up to 25 cars a day which would have a 
definite impact on the City’s infrastructure.  Another concern Mr. Applegate had was for the 
safety of children walking to the High School and Randall School. 
 
Nathan Fenno, the President of the NY S&W Railway was next to speak.  He noted that 
residents expressed some valid concerns, some of which Mr. Fenno was prepared to 
address.  He has worked for the Railroad for 25 years, and on and off at the Rosen Site 
since 1994 when it was the subject of an active clean up.  At that time it was established 
what the site could be possibly used for, which at the time was not a feasible idea.  Now 
moving freight by rail is much more fuel efficient than by truck.  Hopefully, that trend of use 
will continue.  The City has several industries that are not right next to the current rail line, 
which does require moving freight a short distance by truck.  The possibility of gas well 
drilling in Cortland County is highly unlikely and the Railroad would take steps to assure 
the safety of the City residents. 
 
There was no one else to speak, therefore the Public Hearing was closed.  
 
Arriving later during the Public Hearing:  Mayor Tobin, Aldermen Ferrer and Silliman. 
 
Regular Session 
 
Mayor Tobin called the seventeenth Common Council meeting of the year to order at 7:15 
P.M.  
 
PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE 

 
Public Comments 
 
To speak was Jackie Carlton, Executive Director of Seven Valley Health Coalition, a 
private not for profit, to talk about the new 2-1-1 system.  She informed the Council that 
there is now a 2-1-1 system in place in Cortland created in conjunction with the United 
Way for Cortland County, Cortland County Mental Health Department and Seven Valleys 
Health Coalition.  The 2-1-1 system will be instrumental in assisting people with finding 
health care, child care, transportation, recreation programs and other needs. Help is 
available by calling 2-1-1 or going on line at 211cortland.org. 
To speak was Ruth Grunberg about the Cable Commission.  She expressed a concern 
with Time Warner Cable switching over to digital, requiring every cable customer to 
purchase a digital adapter.  The cable company is impossible to reach by phone. 
 
RESOLUTION # 178 Of 2012 – Minutes of September 18, 2012, as amended. 
 
By: Alderman Ferrer 
Seconded: Alderman Bird 
 
Approved: Ayes - 8 
 Nays – 0 
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Bills were reviewed.  
Ward Reports 
 
Ward 4 – Alderman Bennett 
 
Alderman Bennett stated that his ward was quiet.  
 
Ward 1 – Alderman Bird 
 
Alderman Bird stated it was quiet in her ward. 
 
Ward 3 – Alderman Dye  
 
Alderman Dye noted the progress of the retention pond, that they were doing a good job, 
and he has received lots of good comments. 
 
Ward 2 – Alderman Silliman 
 
Alderman Silliman noted that Ann Doyle had a Neighborhood Watch meeting.  Since the 
Mayor spoke with some of the students about the noise, it’s been quieter in the hill area.  
Residents are happy with the progress on the Berm at the Water Works.   The Housing 
Committee met and is conferring with members of the Downtown Business Association. 
Ward 7 – Alderman Ferguson 
 
Alderman Ferguson noted that her ward will hold a meeting on October 15, 2012 in the 
Beard Building at 7:00 with Police Chief Catalano as guest speaker, to which all are 
invited. 
 
Ward 6 – Alderman Ferrer  
 
Alderman Ferrer expressed gratitude to the Yaman family for getting the gas station on the 
corner of River Street and Pomeroy Street torn down and landscaping the property. 
 
Ward 5 – Alderman Quail  
 
Alderman Quail noted that his ward will be having a neighborhood walk on October 11th.  
Ward 5 will be holding a neigborhood watch meeting on October 18th if anyone wishes to 
attend and participate, he can be emailed at ward 5 on the City web site.  He said he has 
received a couple calls about the rail spur with questions and concerns.  Alderman Quail 
stated that he is working on a ward meeting for the last week of October, but has no date 
set as yet. 
 
Mayor Tobin wished to also thank Jim Yaman for doing a wonderful job of cutting through 
a lot of red tape in order to get the gas station demolished.  He believes the building had 
been vacant for thirty years.  It will be a much more attractive component to our 
community, and make the entry way to the City look so much better.  He stated that a 
Gateway Committee met, looking at what can be done to improve the entryway and the 
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overall perception and image when people enter the City.  A second meeting was held to 
see what can be done to spruce up the entryway and that building was a big question as 
far as what could happen and what could be done.  A big thank you goes out to Mr. 
Yaman. 
Mayor Tobin stated that the Image Committee held a meeting to discuss an issue that 
arrives every year and that’s the crows that are nesting in the City of Cortland.  Mayor 
Genevieve Suits of the Village of Homer joined us, since the idea was to rid the City of the 
crows and not just push them from one yard to the next.  It was decided to go with the 
grass roots volunteer effort in making life difficult for the crows to be here.  The City is 
looking for volunteers to note when the crows start to appear, go out and make some noise 
loud enough to discourage them.  The City will follow up with the Department of 
Environmental Conservation and the Fish and Wildlife Service to make sure that what is 
done is legal.  If the crows appear in a neighborhood, people can log on to 
crowsatcortland.org, send an email and volunteers will chase the crows from each area 
until they leave.  The hope is that next year the crows will find another place to go.   
 
Mayor Tobin wanted to inform the public that he can enlist college students to assist 
residents with maintaining their yards if help is needed raking leaves.  It is very much 
appreciated by residents and a good project for the college students.   
 
Proclamation Reading 
 
Mayor Tobin read a proclamation for recognizing October, 2012 as Disability Employment 
Awareness month. 
 
Aaron Baier invited the public to attend a job fair on Oct 9th. 
 
Mayor Tobin read a proclamation recognizing October, 2012 as Domestic Violence 
Awareness Month. 
 
Mayor Tobin read a proclamation recognizing October 7-13, 2012 as Fire Prevention 
Week. 
 
AGENDA: 
 
Mayor Tobin informed the Council that the first item initially listed on the draft agenda as 
item number 1 regarding parking, is not on the agenda.  It was placed there accidentally. 
 
Mayor Tobin stated that the City has a review of the options available to the City pertaining 
to health insurance.   
 
Mack Cook was there to speak.  He met with Mr. Larry Fisher, who has represented us for 
three years, along with Deputy Chief Paul Sandy, and Beth Miller from Tompkins County 
Health Coalition to come up with a sustainable health care policy.  Of every two dollars 
collected on a tax lien, one dollar goes to health care.  
 
Mr. Fisher presented a brief overview of as much information as needed in order to make 
an informed decision.  He explained the difference between fully insured and the self 
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funded insured. Mr. Fisher distributed handouts illustrating the details, delivered a lengthy 
oration, and asked if he could answer any questions.  The coverage and benefits would 
remain the same.  The only difference would be on prescriptions: a ten dollar co-pay on 
generic, a twenty-five dollar co-pay on preferred brand, and a forty dollar co-pay of a non-
preferred prescription.   
 
Alderman Ferguson asked for clarification on the prescription co-pay, the difference of out 
of pocket cost for prescriptions between the policy the City now has and what it would be 
through Tompkins County. 
 
Alderman Ferrer asked how the coverage of two individuals worked as compared to a 
family plan of two people. 
 
Alderman Silliman asked for clarification on the length of time that Mr. Fisher has been the 
City’s representative for about 3 ½ years.  Her question to be answered was if the Council 
were to choose one of the two options presented, that Mr. Fisher in no way would benefit 
from whatever decision is made.  Mr. Fisher assured her that she was correct.  She 
thanked him for his expert advice.  Alderman Silliman asked for specific clarification of a 
few points.  
 
Alderman Ferguson expressed further concern about deductibles and co-pays. 
 
To speak to that was Beth Miller.  She explained there are two aspects to consider when 
looking into health care coverage:  the cost of the plan and the individual out of pocket 
cost. 
 
Alderman Quail questioned the six month period and what changes might occur after that 
period.  Mr. Fisher stated that the rates are guaranteed for 12 months, including the 
stop/loss.  One year from now, the entire pool will be evaluated and based on revenues 
and claim expenses projections will be applied to the individual rate.   
 
Mayor Tobin noted that there were three sets of numbers on the handout that he would like 
to confirm.  The existing premium vs. the consortium, the projected annual premium, and 
then the differential.  Then the power point showed a renewal rate for 2013.  If the City 
stayed with its current plan there would be about a $700,000 increase, or 17% increase in 
rates. 
Deputy Chief Sandy pointed out the actual numbers presented in the power point to 
illustrate how joining the consortium would basically save each member about $800 per 
year, which would likely cover any co-pay of prescriptions for the year for most people. 
Anyone on a maintenance prescription plan could offset the co-pay for prescriptions by 
enrolling in the flexible spending. 
 
Alderman Bennett asked what the number of participants is in Tompkins County, which is 
about 2400.  He noted that if the City stayed with the current policy, a drastic change 
would need to happen down the road. 
 
Alderman Bird questioned why the single rate went up, yet the family rate went down.  
Being single, she wondered why a single person would pay more than a family. 
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Mr. Fisher explained how all the information and demographics is studied and a formula is 
developed from that information. 
 
Mayor Tobin asked what the intention of the Council was in regards to this agenda item.  
 
EXECUTIVE SESSION: 
 
Motion to go into: 
 
By: Alderman Ferguson 
Seconded: Alderman Bennett 
 
Approved: Ayes – 6 
 Nays – Alderman Dye 
 
Motion to come out of: 
 
By:  Alderman Ferguson 
Seconded: Alderman Bennett 
 
Approved: Ayes – 7 
 Nays – 0 
 
Alderman Quail stated additionally that if the City does not consider cost reductions, it will 
be necessary to either reduce staff by fifteen people or increase taxes by ten percent.   
 
RESOLUTION # 179 Of 2012 – Resolution to authorize the Mayor to proceed with actions 
necessary for the City to join the Tompkins County Health Care Consortium subject to 
review by Corporation Counsel. (Mack Cook) 
 
By:  Alderman Ferrer 
Seconded: Alderman Quail 
 
Approved: Ayes – 7 
 Nays – 0 
RESOLUTION # 180 OF 2012 – Resolution to authorize the Mayor to enter into a lease of 
the Rosen Superfund Site to the New York Susquehanna and Western Railroad Central 
New York Railroad for offloading facility. (Mack Cook) 
 
.By:  Alderman Silliman 
Seconded:  Alderman Bird 
 
Approved:  Ayes – 6 
  Nays – Alderman Ferguson 
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Alderman Ferguson stated her objection on behalf of her ward regarding trains coming and 
going at all hours and trucks sitting with the engine running all night long.  Her suggestion 
was to table this until a better idea of what would be going on was looked into.   
 
Mack Cook said trains do not generally run at night from 10:00 PM until 6:00 AM. 
 
Mr. Nathan Fenno was present to speak.  He noted that the expectation was four trucks a 
day, and one train to offload.   
 
Mayor Tobin reiterated the fact, as discussed last week, that this is a Superfund Site that 
has a cap on it, and has very limited possible use.  The railroad already has an established 
line there and this lease involves a couple spurs which could potentially benefit local 
businesses.  With rising gas prices, rail shipping is becoming more attractive. 
 
 
 
RESOLUTION # 181 OF 2012 – Resolution to recognize six donations totaling $825.00 
submitted to the Youth Bureau for the Wickwire Pool Trust Fund. (John McNerney) 
 
By: Alderman Ferrer 
Seconded: Alderman Silliman 
 
Approved: Ayes – 7 
 Nays – 0 
 
RESOLUTION # 182 OF 2012 – Resolution to appropriate proceeds received ($5,265.00) 
as reimbursement for overtime in conjunction with the Governor’s Traffic Safety Program. 
(Deputy Chief Paul Sandy) 
 
 
 
By: Alderman Bird 
Seconded: Alderman Silliman 
 
Approved: Ayes – 7 
 Nays – 0 
 
RESOLUTION # 183 Of 2012 – Resolution to accept the  consolidated fee schedule for 
the Code Department (William Knickerocker) 
 
Mayor Tobin reminded the Council of the discussion that was held regarding fees that 
currently in City Code, but this compiles fees from different sections of the Code and 
organizes all fees into one easy to access list.  He asked for confirmation from Chief 
Glover. Chief Glover noted that in trying to ascertain what our specific fees were for 
various services.  When a resolution is passed, we understand that resolutions should be 
available from the Clerk’s Office, which the clerk did not have on file.  My idea was to 
consolidate all the fees in a single resolution so if someone asked why they were being 
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charged a fee, we could pull out the one sheet, show them the fee schedule, and there 
would be question.  On the advice of Corporation Counsel, Shelley Knickerbocker went 
through compiled different fees from various sections of Code and organized all fees onto 
one page.  The end result is a compilation of resolutions over the past two or three years, 
which detail increasing some fees, and formalizing fees that were never recoverable from 
our standpoint, as far as records.  There are two items not addressed in previous 
resolutions, such as fraternity and sorority inspection fees, fees for rooming houses and 
boarding houses.   
 
Deputy Chief Knickerbocker added that if one were to search for a fee on the website 
through the City Ordinance, that person would be directed to the City Clerk’s office.  This 
process would put everything in one place, and could be posted to the City’s web site for 
easy access.  
      
By: Alderman Quail 
Seconded: Alderman Bennett 
 
Approved: Ayes – 7 
 Nays – 0 
 
Mayor Tobin noted the overview of the City’s 2013 Budget Projections (Mack Cook) 
 
The draft budget should be looked over by Common Council and discussed at the next 
meeting, which will be October 16, 2012.  The Mayor suggested soliciting public feedback 
before that time.  A work session may be held to give the public a chance to make 
comments and express concerns, limiting each comment to 1 ½ to 2 minutes, and plan on 
starting the meeting at 7:00 and finishing by 9:00. 
 
Mack Cook presented several slides, going beyond the budget and are not proposed items 
in the budget.  The 2013 budget is not predicated by what is talked about.  He illustrated 
issues that will be coming down the pike.  Looking to the 2014 budget, to the budget in five 
years, Mack is concerned about how property tax is being calculated.  There is a 
disconnection between property value and the tax rate.  There needs to be an increase in 
spending of consumers, increasing new consumers, and enlarging the retail opportunities 
within the City.  Sales tax is already starting to flatten out.  Waste Water Treatment may 
become a source of revenue for the City. 
 
Mayor Tobin requested adding one more item to the agenda, which is an employee’s 
retirement package.   
 
RESOLUTION # 184 Of 2012- Resolution to authorize the Mayor to sign a retirement 
package. 
 
 
By: Alderman Ferrer 
Seconded: Alderman Silliman 
 
Approved: Ayes – 7 
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 Nays – 0 
Adjournment 
 
By: Alderman Bennett 
Seconded: Alderman Ferrer 
 
Approved: Ayes – 7 
 Nays - 0 
 
 
I, JUDITH CHAMBERLIN, CITY CLERK OF THE CITY OF CORTLAND, NEW YORK DO 
HEREBY CERTIFY THAT SAID RESOLUTIONS WERE ADOPTED BY THE COMMON 
COUNCIL AT A REGULAR MEETING OF THE COMMON COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF 
CORTLAND, HELD ON THE 18th DAY OF SEPTEMBER, 2012.  I FURTHER CERTIFY 
THE FOREGOING RESOLUTIONS WERE PRESENTED TO THE MAYOR IN THE TIME 
REQUIRED FOR HIS CONCURRENCE IN ADOPTION OR REJECTION BY VETO 
POWER. 
 
_________________________________  ____________________________ 
JUDITH CHAMBERLIN, CITY CLERK   MAYOR TOBIN 
 
 
 


