
  

M e e t i n g  M i n u t e s  

 Members: 

 

 Chairman John Troy – Present 

 Vice Chair William Starr – Present 

 Commissioner Sally Horak – Absent 

 Commissioner Todd Morris – Present 

 Commissioner Paul Lorenzo – Absent 

 Village of McGraw Mayor Allan Stauber – Absent 

 Village of Homer Trustee Michael Berry– Absent 

 Bruce Adams, Chief Operator – Present 

 Tom McCall, CPWOA President – Absent 

 

 

Date:  09/23/13 

Time:  5:30 pm 

Conference Room, 

Cortland Wastewater 

CITY OF CORTLAND 

WASTEWATER TREATMENT  

FACILITY 
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Meeting called to order at 5:30 p.m. 
 
Minutes from  August 26, 2013, meeting for approval. 
 
Motion to approve the minutes from August 26, 2013, meeting by Bill Starr.  Seconded by Todd Morris.    
UNANIMOUS 
 
 
Plant Manager’s Report: 

 
 

    Plant Managers Report 

 

     for 

       September 23, 2013 
                 (as written by Chief Adams) 

 

 

Administration–  

I have issued the discharge permit for Marietta. We may still have issues with the EPA regarding the studies. 
However, the Administration, the engineers and I are in agreement the City is within its authority and has 
ample technical justification to take this action. 

The bids for the construction and electrical portions of the Solids Handling Improvement project will be 
opened tomorrow. Seven companies picked up bid documents. This may not bode well for the 
competitiveness of the bids, but we’ll hope for the best. 

The permit modification request we made to incorporate the Controlled Diversion Structure is on the desk of 
our permit writer and I’m told will be made part of our next permit. Our request was made pursuant to the 
sewer bypass in April, as the CDS does not appear as a defined outfall on our current permit. Nor, for that 
matter, does it appear in any of the engineering drawings from either the mid-70’s upgrade or the mid-90’s 
upgrade. 

Our engineer has informed me that properly-focused projects are highly likely to receive funding under 
DEC’s latest Water Quality Improvement Project program. The limiting factor is we will need to submit a 
fully-defined project plan by November 8. We are considering filing two projects, one for UV disinfection, 
the other for an electrical demand management add-on to the SCADA upgrade. One or the other is highly 
likely to be awarded and then we’ll simply include the other one in our overall upgrade project. 

We met with representatives of Byrne Dairy on September 5 to discuss waste disposal timelines and billing 
and permit considerations. All parties are working together well and we continue to enjoy a good working 
relationship characterized by mutual trust. 

Mike Parsons has tendered his resignation. His last day will be September 25. I will not seek to fill the 
vacancy, but will instead utilize other staff members in an out-of-title capacity as needed. 

Operations- 

Big month for East tanks: East primary clarifier, East final clarifier and East chlorine contact time have all 
been cleaned and inspected. The East final clarifier received needed repairs. 

We received a complaint about the noise created by the start sequence of the new blowers. We installed a 
large baffle in front of the window facing the neighbors and also have installed air filters in the window. The 
window is the air intake for the blowers. I haven’t heard back whether this was sufficient. On the other hand, 
I haven’t heard back it wasn’t sufficient. 
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We continue to get excellent results using an off-line aeration basin as a make-shift aerobic digester in order 
to control total biomass inventory.  

Maintenance- 

We replaced two of the four circular chart recorders which track flows entering the city’s collection system 
from outside communities. The recorders at Homer Ave., Joseph St. and Groton Ave. have all stopped 
charting. These are very old recorders and we have now replaced the Homer Ave. and Joseph St. recorders 
with new Honeywell thermal-print digital chart recorders. A very useful capability of the new recorders is 
the printing of flow totals every midnight. This may prove useful in future efforts to characterize I&I in the 
outside communities’ collection systems. I will replace the other two next year. The recorders are 
approximately $2000 each. 

Replaced two HVAC intake fan motors, one in the Influent building and one in the Sludge Dewatering 
building. 

A water leak was discovered in the emergency generator in the Sludge Dewatering building, necessitating a 
tear-down of the generator and replacement of the water pump. 

Boiler #3 has now had its internal insurance inspection and passed. The inspections are good for five years, 
which puts us past the point they will be obviated by the Combined Heat and Power project. I intend to 
maintain Boiler #3 as a redundant backup, but Boiler #2 will be scrapped once the CHP is complete. 

We are going to install a modern, digital control system for the admin building’s HVAC system. This will 
enable better tracking of energy use and better overall temperature regulation, though we will still have the 
room-level pneumatic system. Most importantly, we will be able to institute night-time setbacks, which will 
result in significant energy savings. The control system is Ethernet-based, so once the new SCADA system is 
installed with its plant-wide Ethernet network, we’ll be able to piggyback digital HVAC control in the other 
buildings as well. 

 

 

Bruce Adams 

Chief Operator 

 
Motion to approve the Plant Manager’s Report by Todd Morris.  Seconded by Bill Starr.     UNANIMOUS 

 

 
Finance: Bills: Abstracts dated 8/30/13 and  9/15/13,  were submitted for approval. 

 
 

Motion to approve the Bills by Bill Starr.   Seconded by Todd Morris.      UNANIMOUS 

 
 
Financial Statements: 

 
 

Motion to approve financial statements by Bill Starr.  Seconded by Todd Morris.    UNANIMOUS 

      
 
  Sewer Grievances:   
 

A sewer grievance application was received on 9/10/13, from James C. Cosimo, c/o 
Badjad Property Management, LLC, for property located at 3 Huntington Street, City of 
Cortland.  Mr. Cosimo reported a leak that was detected on 11/08/12, and was repaired 
on 11/12/12, by Ron Van Dee Plumbing and Heating.  Mr. Cosimo stated via letter sent 
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with his grievance application that he had been experiencing health issues that  
prevented him from closely monitoring the property during that time.  He further stated 
that he was not aware that he could appeal his sewer billing and is asking the board for 
consideration in a reduction in his 4th Quarter (2012) billing.   
 
The application was reviewed by the board and a decision was made to table the 
grievance until additional information could be obtained from Mr. Cosimo for clarification 
as to the nature of the leak and specifics on repairs made.  Margie Becker will send a 
letter of request for additional information.   

 
 

Motion to table the grievance by Bill Starr.   Seconded by Todd Morris.     UNANIMOUS 

 
 
  Sewer Grievances: 
 

Sergio Sandoval submitted a sewer grievance application on 9/20/13, for his property 
located at 16 Kellogg Road, City of Cortland.  Mr. Sandoval states that his tenant had 
vacated the property without his knowledge and upon inspection of the property, he 
discovered major damage resulting from a broken furnace with plumbing that froze 
during the winter months causing flooding throughout the residence.  Mr. Sandoval 
further reports that the water main shut off from the street as well as the meter inside 
were broken, leaking into the garage.  Mr. Sandoval stated that numerous repairs were 
immediately started on the property since 8/11/13, and completed on 9/09/13.  He is 
seeking relief on his billing for the first quarter.  
 
Upon review of Mr. Sandoval's grievance application with documentation of expenses 
submitted, the board felt there was due diligence by Mr. Sandoval in maintaining his 
property and a recommendation was made by John Troy to issue a credit of $704.00, 
towards relief of his sewer billing on the first quarter.    

 
 
Motion to approve a credit of $704.00,  by Bill Starr.    Seconded by  Todd Morris.   UNANIMOUS 

 

 
Outcome grievance letter submitted. 
 

 
 
New Business:   No new business  

 

 
 
Old Business: No old business 
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Motion to Adjourn at  5:52 p.m by Todd Morris.  Seconded by Bill Starr.   UNANIMOUS 
 
 
 
Respectfully submitted by: 
 
 

 
 

City of Cortland WWTF 


