
  

M e e t i n g  M i n u t e s  

 Members: 

 

 Chairman John Troy – Present 

 Vice Chair William Starr – Present 

 Commissioner Sally Horak – Present 

 Commissioner Todd Morris – Present 

 Commissioner Paul Lorenzo – Present 

 Village of McGraw, Mayor Allan Stauber – Present 

 Village of Homer Trustee  – Absent 

 Bruce Adams, Chief Operator – Present 

 Tom McCall, CPWOA President – Present 

 

 

Date:  04/22/13 

Time:  5:30 pm 

Conference Room, 

Cortland Wastewater 

CITY OF CORTLAND 

WASTEWATER TREATMENT  

FACILITY 
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Meeting called to order at 5:28 p.m. 
 
Minutes from  March 25, 2013, meeting for approval. 
 
Motion to approve the minutes from March 25, 2013, meeting by  Paul Lorenzo. Seconded by Sally Horak.    
UNANIMOUS 
 
 
Plant Manager’s Report: 

 
 

Plant Managers Report 

 

 for 

        April 22, 2013 
    (as written by Chief Adams) 

 

Administration–  

I attended the Greater Buffalo Environmental Conference with Ed Poole. This is always an excellent 

opportunity to learn what is going on in the industry and in the regulatory environment. 

Byrne Dairy has informed us they will both build and operate their pretreatment facility. They were 

grateful for our efforts in offering to do this for them but in the end felt it needed to be among their core 

competencies. This will have no impact on our plans to use their waste acid whey to generate electricity. 

On March 27 our DEC inspector conducted her annual unannounced facility inspection. The official 

report can take a long time to be sent, but my sense was the inspection went very well. 

The Common Council declared itself lead agency for purposes of the SEQR on the planned facility 

upgrades. We received only two responses to our SEQR notification, neither of them expressing 

reservations. Outside counsel is preparing a negative declaration which the Council will act on this 

month or next. 

On April 8 we had a bypass of untreated sewage into the receiving stream. The proximal cause was an 

RTD failure of a recently serviced raw sewage pump. The DEC has been conducting an investigation of 

the event.  

Mack Cook, Jim Suozzo and I met with Fiscal Advisors, the City’s financial advisory consultants. They 

will help us negotiate the issues involved with EFC and bond funding for the facility upgrades. 

The Professional Wastewater Operators union has been in preliminary talks with the administration on a 

contract renewal. The current contract ends at the end of this year. From all accounts the conversation 

has been productive. 

We continue to move towards completing all our required safety training. All that is left for this year is 

Lockout-Tagout for Authorized Employees, Bloodborne Pathogens, and Hazardous Material 

Communications.  

 

Operations- 

With improving weather and reasonable flows, we have been able to clean both final clarifiers and both 

chlorine contact tanks. 

We have removed the sampler shed that had housed the influent sampler at its old location. 
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Installed a level sensing device in the leachate receiving tank. This will allow monitoring additions to 

and withdrawal rates from the leachate tank. 

Started preparing equipment for the upcoming disinfection season. 

Maintenance- 

Repacked all return activated sludge pumps. 

Repacked all three primary sludge pumps. 

Painted all three raw sewage pumps. 

Built a new control panel for the aeration basin dewatering pumps. 

EMA came in to do a full preventive maintenance service on our two older raw sewage pump VFDs. We 

may still replace these VFDs under NYSERDA’s pre-approved program, but for now we will make sure 

they are kept in the best possible condition. 

Replaced the cutter cartridge in the Muffin Monster in the primary sludge line. This is the second 

replacement cartridge as the first one had a seal leak. J.W. Stevens is eating the cost of the second swap-

out. 

Koester discovered what had been causing random high temp trips on the new blowers. It is an issue 

with the control programming. NE Controls will address it. 

We are servicing our grounds maintenance equipment and have begun doing lawn repair. We will soon 

be doing the mulching and planting in the front area utilizing plant staff. 

We have refurbished the facility sign, which had gotten pretty shabby due to exposure to the elements. 

Staff did a wonderful job on this and it looks brand new. 

 

 

Bruce Adams 

Chief Operator 

 

Bruce Adams made mention to the board that he will be making a presentation on the upcoming plant 

upgrade project to the city council members as well as the general public on Tuesday, April 30, 2013, at 

6:00 p.m., here at the Wastewater Treatment Plant.  An invitation was extended to all members.    

 

Motion to approve the Plant Manager’s Report by  Sally Horak.  Seconded by Paul Lorenzo.  UNANIMOUS 

 

 
Finance: Bills: Abstracts dated 3/26/13 and 4/15/13,  were submitted for approval. 

 
Motion to approve the Bills by Bill Starr.  Seconded by Sally Horak.  UNANIMOUS 

 
 
Financial Statements: 

 
 

Motion to approve financial statements by Bill Starr.  Seconded by Sally Horak.    UNANIMOUS 
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  Sewer Grievance: 

 

Daryl Andersen had submitted two sewer grievance applications on 3/18/13, for the 
property located at 89 Lincoln Avenue, City of Cortland.  The grievances were addressed 
at the WWAB meeting held on Monday, 3/25/13; however, the decision of the board 
was to table the grievances for the next meeting on 4/22/13, until additional information 
could be obtained from Mr. Andersen.  A letter of request for additional information was 
sent to Mr. Andersen on 3/26/13, but have not received the information at this time.  A 
recommendation was made by Todd Morris to table the grievance until the next meeting 
on 5/20/13, to try and obtain the additional information for his grievance.   

 

Motion to  the table the grievance until 5/20/13, by Todd Morris.  Seconded by Paul Lorenzo.   UNANIMOUS 

 
 
  Sewer Grievance: 

 
Mr. Ronald Walsh presented to the meeting to address his grievance with the board. 
The sewer grievance application was received from Ronald Walsh, Esq., for property 
located at 28 Pleasant Street, City of Cortland, on 4/02/13.  Mr. Walsh reports that he 
had recently purchased the property on 1/15/13, with a final meter reading taken at 
that time.  He states the former owner's occupied the property until 1/21/13.  The 
property was then unoccupied until 3/1/13. Mr. Walsh further states that when he 
showed the property to the current tenant in late February, he immediately heard the 
sound of running water upon entering the building. Mr. Walsh reports that he quickly 
discovered that the toilet in the basement had been stuck running, which continued for 
an indeterminate period of time.  He quickly resolved the problem by shutting off the 
water.  Mr. Walsh stated to the board that this should not be a problem in the future as 
he has "decommissioned" the use of this toilet. He is requesting relief towards the sewer 
portion of his bill.   
 
Bill Starr requested to abstain due to knowing Mr. Walsh personally. John Troy went on 
to explain to Mr. Walsh the process on how the board makes a decision on grievances 
when issuing credits. Paul Lorenzo further related that the board also has certain criteria 
in determining denials as well.  A recommendation was then made by Paul Lorenzo to 
approve a credit of $454.00 to Mr. Walsh.  
 

Motion to approve a credit of $454.00, by Paul Lorenzo.  Seconded by Todd Morris.   UNANIMOUS 

 
 

Sewer Grievance: 
 

A sewer grievance application was received from China Moon, c/o Kevin Wang, for the 
property located 156-9 Clinton Avenue, City of Cortland, on 4/11/13.  Mr. Wang 
reported that the toilet at that location doesn't work properly when customers 
sometimes use it and that water may sometimes leak overnight. He reports that the 
toilet has been fixed.  The leak was detected on 3/25/13, and repaired on 3/27/13.  Mr. 
Wang is requesting reduction in his sewer bill.   
 
Bill Starr had made a motion that a credit be issued, however, less than the maximum 
allowable amount. Paul Lorenzo recommended that $100.00 credit be given to China 
Moon Restaurant.   
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Motion to approve a credit of $100.00 by Paul Lorenzo.  Seconded by Bill Starr.  UNANIMOUS 

 
 
  Sewer Grievance: 
 

James Cronk submitted a sewer grievance application on 4/15/13, for the property 
located at 4 Greenbush Street, City of Cortland.  Mr. Cronk reported that he repaired 
and replaced a toilet and water heater.   Mr. Cronk is seeking assistance with the sewer 
portion of his billing.  
 
Upon review of the grievance by the board, it was noted that Mr. Cronk had also 
submitted a grievance at the same property location on 1/15/13. Sally Horak had stated 
that it was not clear if this could be a different toilet on the property that could be the 
problem.  Bill Starr made a motion to deny the grievance.  

 
Motion to deny the grievance by Bill Starr.  Seconded by Paul Lorenzo.   UNANIMOUS 

 
 
New Business:    
 

 A request for an update in the Grievance Application form was made by Margie Becker on 
behalf of the staff at the Water Department.  Margie Becker presented an updated form to the 
board to include a property location address, separate from the owner's personal address on 
grievances pertaining to another location. The form also includes a statement requesting 
applicants continue paying their bill and any credits issued by the WWAB, will be applied to the 
sewer portion of the following quarterly billing.  The board reviewed the form and unanimously 
agreed to accept the updated form.  

 

Motion to approve the Grievance application by Bill Starr.   Seconded by Sally Horak.    UNANIMOUS.  

 
 
Old Business: No old business. 
 
 

Motion to Adjourn at 6:12 p.m by Bill Starr.  Seconded by  Sally Horak.   UNANIMOUS 
 
 
 
Respectfully submitted by: 
 
 

 
 

City of Cortland WWTF 


