
  

M e e t i n g  M i n u t e s  

 Members: 

 

 Chairman John Troy – Present 

 Vice Chair William Starr – Present 

 Commissioner Sally Horak – Present 

 Commissioner Todd Morris – Present 

 Commissioner Paul Lorenzo – Present 

 Village of McGraw Trustee – Absent 

 Village of Homer Trustee  – Absent 

 Bruce Adams, Chief Operator – Present 

 Tom McCall, CPWOA President – Absent 

 

 

Date:  11/26/12 

Time:  5:30 pm 

Conference Room, 
Cortland Wastewater 

CITY OF CORTLAND 

WASTEWATER TREATMENT  

FACILITY 
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Meeting called to order at  5:30 p.m. 
 
Minutes from  October 22, 2012, meeting for approval. 
 
Motion to approve the minutes from October 22, 2012, meeting by Paul Lorenzo. Seconded by Sally Horak.  
UNANIMOUS 
 
 
Plant Manager’s Report: 

 

 

Plant Managers Report 

 
 for 

                        November 26November 26November 26November 26, 2012, 2012, 2012, 2012    
           (as written by Chief Adams) 

 

Administration–  

Together with Cedarwood Engineering, we met with DEC and EFC in Albany on 11/9. We discussed 
the current status of our Chesapeake Bay compliance plans as well as the associated funding 
considerations. It was DEC’s first look at our plan to utilize SBR rather than timed anoxic periods, but 
they were very receptive. They continue to express their intent to get us whatever funding they can, 
though the window has passed for getting EFC funding in 2013. However, any money we spend on the 
project can be reimbursed once funding is in place. 

Cedarwood Engineering has mostly completed their treatability testing of Marietta’s waste stream. The 
preliminary results are very promising and will likely support a favorable permit limitation. Seeler 
Engineering has completed baseline characterization for toxicity testing. They will next run reactors 
calibration and then the actual toxicity testing. Upon completion, Cedarwood will write a full report and 
I will then draft a discharge permit for Marietta. 

On November 1 I spoke to the City’s Environmental Avisory Committee regarding Chesapeake Bay 
compliance and electrical generation using biogas. I also explained to the committee why it is 
exceedingly unlikely the facility will ever accept frac waste. The talk was well received and the 
Chairman has indicated he would like me to speak at some other functions. 

Byrne Dairy announced their plans to build a yogurt manufacturing plant in the Finger Lakes East 
business park. Wastewater treatment considerations weighed heavily in their decision to locate in 
Cortland. In addition to offering a competitive treatment rate, we were able to offer an innovative plan to 
accept their acid whey waste potentially free of charge.  

Environmental Conservation Investigator Chad Donk visited the plant on 10/26 to investigate the 
facility’s response to the red dye incident of 10/3. I have gotten no direct response on this investigation, 
but I am told he was generally satisfied with our response and follow-up. 

I have re-written the software that verifies operators have entered the data for the required daily samples. 
You’ll recall we had a missed-sample violation last month. This software will alert the operator and 
myself should there be any missing data at the end of the day, which will give us opportunity to 
complete the required sampling. 
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Operations- 

On 10/10 and 10/15 we had violations of our UOD (ultimate oxygen demand) permit limitation. This 
was caused by dissolved oxygen control problems which resulted in incomplete nitrication of ammonia. 
The D.O. issue was not spotted in a timely manner because of the SCADA issues we’re having with 
SP4.  

On 11/19 we had a violation of our settleable matter permit. This was caused by an obstruction in the 
Return Activated Sludge pump. We are replacing the inlet and outlet pressure guages on theses pumps 
as well as scheduling weekly open-volute cleanings. 

Both final clarifiers and both chlorine contact tanks have been cleaned this month. 

Maintenance- 

I have hired RDI to troubleshoot and repair our SCADA issues in SP4. Unfortunately, they are currently 
maxed out servicing existing customers who are recovering from Hurricane Sandy damage. I have been 
working with one of their engineers to insert trouble logging code in the control software to narrow 
down the scope of their investigation once they’re able to send someone. 

We are going to migrate our Computerized Maintenance Management System from MP2 to MVP Plant. 
MP2 is so old it must be run in a virtual machine on our new computer and current maintenance 
personnel are not trained in it. MVP Plant is web-based and hosted by the software company, so any 
computer running a modern web browser can be used. It is also a “software-as-a-service” arrangement, 
which keeps our costs down. Additionally, DPW and the Water Department will also be utilizing the 
system, and that will have a significant positive impact on the longevity of equipment in those 
departments. 

Rebuilt the main flame arrestor in the methane supply line. 

We have continued with our maintenance painting. 

We have replaced and repaired valves and check valves in our effluent water sytem piping. 

We removed unneeded piping and gas scrubbers from the methane gas system. 

We have begun to convert the South thickener to a leachate receiving tank. I have not yet gotten 
feedback on my request to use the tank for this purpose, but I anticipate getting approval and wanted to 
get the outside work done before the weather gets nasty. 

 

Bruce Adams 

Chief Operator 

 

Bruce Adams went on to explain the Marietta testing by Cedarwood, in which Bruce stated that they had 
just finished the second round of testing with slight modifications recommended by the EPA. 
Cedarwood reported that the results come out even better this round and felt comfortable in 
conservatively recommending an effluent limitation of 50 mg/L of MBAS surfactants. Seeler 
Engineering will be coming in tomorrow to start the reactor calibration portion of their testing. Paul 
Lorenzo had asked about the limitation of 50 mg/L effluent limitation wanted to know what it the 
previous limitations were. Bruce further explained that the limits were set at 1 mg/L which was 
completely unattainable for Marietta. Paul Lorenzo had asked about the cost of testing and who was 
paying for this. Bruce Adams stated that he volunteered to cover this cost based on what it had cost 
Marietta previously all these years to truck it away and that he did not want the EPA to have any 
thoughts in their mind that the testing was being done and paid for by Marietta.  Paul then asked for the 
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amount which Bruce reported a ballpark figure of $46,000 just for Seeler Engineering part of the testing, 
however, Bruce further stated that once Marietta starts discharging, we will be making this back fairly 
quickly and added that they were an important employer in the city.  

 
Motion to approve the Plant Manager’s Report by Sally Horak.  Seconded by Todd Morris.  UNANIMOUS 
 
 
Finance: Bills: Abstracts dated 10/24/12, 11/07/12, and 11/16/12, were submitted for approval. 
 
 
Motion to approve the Bills by Bill Starr.   Seconded by Todd Morris.  UNANIMOUS 
 

 
Financial Statements: 

 
 

Motion to approve financial statements by Paul Lorenzo.  Seconded by Sally Horak.    UNANIMOUS 
 
      
Sewer Grievance:   
 

Gina Puzo had submitted a sewer grievance application on 10/11/12, for the property 
located at 202 Main Street, City of Cortland, for the WWAB meeting on 10/22/12; 
however, it was tabled at the request of the board until the next meeting on 11/26/12, 
until additional information was obtained from Ms. Puzo.  The information of a copy of 
the plumber's repair bill was received on 11/01/12, and submitted for the board's 
review.  Ms. Puzo had reported a toilet leak detected on 9/28/12, which was repaired at 
that time by herself as well as a plumber. She is requesting a credit towards the sewer 
portion of her bill.   
The board reviewed the repair statement that was received from Ms. Puzo. Paul Lorenzo  
stated that the water had already gone through the system and this was one of the 
criteria that the board utilizes in deciding grievance outcomes, which would result in a 
denial. However, the board members came to a compromise and granted Ms. Puzo a 
credit of $350.00 on her bill.     

 
Motion to approve a $350.00 credit on Gina Puzo's account by Todd Morris. Seconded by Sally Horak.  
UNANIMOUS 
 
 
  Sewer Grievance:  
 

Douglas Albern submitted a grievance application on 10/22/12, for the property located 
at 3 Crawford Street, City of Cortland. Mr. Albern reports a leak which was discovered 
on 10/15/12, and he shut the water off at that time. He is requesting relief towards the 
sewer portion of his bill.  
Bill Starr and Paul Lorenzo stated that there was insufficient information provided with 
no maintenance or repairs being made as well as water already going through the 
system. Therefore, the grievance was denied with the understanding that Mr. Albern 
was welcome to resubmit his application with supporting information if he wishes to do 
so. 
 

Motion to deny the grievance by Paul Lorenzo. Seconded by Bill Starr.   UNANIMOUS 
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  Sewer Grievance: 
 

Ann Wittmaack submitted a sewer grievance application on 10/25/12, for the property 
located at 136 N. Main Street, City of Cortland. Ms. Wittmaack states that there was a 
faucet drip that was detected on 10/15/12, and had not been reported to her by the 
tenant. This was repaired by Ms. Wittmaack on the same day.  She is requesting relief 
towards the sewer portion of her bill.  
Todd Morris stated that additional information was needed as there was an excessive 
amount of water that had gone through the system and no receipts for the repair 
supplies were available.  Ms. Wittmaack's grievance was denied with the understanding 
that she could resubmit her application with supporting information as well. 
 

Motion to deny the grievance by Paul Lorenzo.  Seconded by Bill Starr.  UNANIMOUS 
   
 
  Sewer Grievance: 
 

Glen Anderson, (GleBe Properties), submitted a sewer grievance application for the 
property located at 12 Madison Street, City of Cortland, on 10/29/12.  Mr. Anderson 
reported a toilet leak that was discovered at the end of the 3rd quarter and repaired the 
following day by a plumber, who installed a new toilet. Mr. Anderson is seeking relief 
towards the sewer portion of his bill.  
Paul Lorenzo noted that the application indicated a plumber had made repairs, however, 
there was no statement or bill enclosed with the application to review. Also, Paul 
Lorenzo again reiterated that there would be no relief on the bill if the water passed 
through the system. John Troy then made the recommendation to the board to table the 
grievance for the next board meeting until a repair bill or statement could be obtained 
from Mr. Anderson.  
 

Motion to table the grievance for the next Advisory Board Meeting by Sally Horak.  Seconded by Paul 
Lorenzo.   UNANIMOUS 
 
 
  Sewer Grievance 1 : 
 

A sewer grievance application was submitted by Peter Bennedy (B&B Properties) for the 
property located at 34 South Avenue, City of Cortland, on 10/31/12.  Mr. Bennedy states 
that a tenant had reported a running toilet in July and was subsequently repaired by him 
at that time.  He is requesting credit on the sewer portion of his bill.  
 

  Sewer Grievance 2: 
 

A second sewer grievance application was also submitted by Peter Bennedy (B&B 
Properties), for the property located at 76 1/2 Central Avenue, Apt. 1, City of Cortland. 
Mr. Bennedy reports that he had received a notice of increased water usage for this 
property.  Upon inspection, a toilet leak was discovered and repaired by himself that 
same day.  He is again requesting a credit on the sewer portion of his bill.  

    
Upon review of the two applications submitted by Mr. Bennedy (B&B Properties), Paul 
Lorenzo stated that additional information such as receipts or a plumber's bill were not 
included with the application and that these were needed for review.  Paul Lorenzo also 
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stated that both applications noted numerous properties owned by B&B Properties and 
Paul recommended that a single list of all properties owned by B&B Properties be 
obtained as well.  John Troy made a recommendation that the grievance be tabled for 
the next Wastewater Advisory Board meeting until all of the information could be 
obtained for review.   
 

  
Motion to table the grievance for the next Advisory Board Meeting by Todd Morris.  Seconded by Paul 
Lorenzo.  UNANIMOUS 
 
 
 
  Sewer Grievance: 
 

Katy Oursler submitted a sewer grievance application on 11/6/12, for the property 
located at 56 Lincoln Avenue, City of Cortland.  Ms. Oursler reports that over the past six 
months, she has been actively working with the Water Department in troubleshooting 
the source of the leak which has created high quarterly bills. Ms. Oursler states that 
after many repairs during this time period, a faulty water heater in the basement was 
found to be the source of the leak. This was detected in August and replaced at that 
time. She is requesting a reduction in the sewer portion of her bill.  Paul Lorenzo 
recommended that no relief be given towards Ms. Oursler's bill as she had already 
received refunds on the two previous quarters towards her bill.  

 
 
Motion to deny the grievance by Paul Lorenzo.  Seconded by Bill Starr.   UNANIMOUS.  
 

In further discussion of all grievance application criteria by Bill Starr and Paul Lorenzo, 
Paul stated that he will look at updating the application to include a statement advising 
that no relief will be extended if water has already gone through the system.  

 
New Business:   No new business.  
  
 
Old Business: No old business. 
 
 
Motion to Adjourn at   6:28 p.m by Todd Morris.  Seconded by Bill Starr.   UNANIMOUS 
 
 
Respectfully submitted by: 
 
 

 
 
City of Cortland WWTF 


