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                PLANNING COMMISSION 

                               MINUTES 
                       Regular Meeting of August 22, 2016   

 
A regular meeting of the City of Cortland Planning Commission was held on Monday, August 

22, 2016, at 5:15 PM in the Mayor’s Conference Room at City Hall, 25 Court Street, Cortland, NY. 
 

 
Present: Commissioners, Jim Wavle, Chris Ryan, Joe McMahon, Jim Reeners, Troy Beckwith 

and Rafael Felix, 
 
Absent: Commissioner Jeff Gebhardt 
 
Staff Present: Zoning Officer Bob Rhea, Deputy Fire Chief Bill Knickerbocker, Confidential 

Secretary Devon Rainbow 
 
 
 
Item #1 – 30 Kellogg St. – (Yaman) – Public Hearing on Subdivision – (R4) 

 Division of lot 
 
Public Hearing was opened at 5:17PM 
 
No one was present to speak to this matter. 
 
A motion was made to close the Public Hearing 
 
Motion By:  Comm. Reeners 
Seconded By:  Comm. Wavle 
 
Approved:  Ayes – 5 
   Nays – 0 
 
Item #2 – 16 Owego St. – (Barden) – Public Hearing on Site Plan Review – (R2) 

 Parking plan  
 
Public Hearing was opened at 5:20PM 
 
No one was present to speak to this matter. 
 
A motion was made to close the Public Hearing 
 
Motion By:  Comm. Beckwith 
Seconded By:  Comm. Ryan 
 
Approved:  Ayes – 5 
   Nays – 0 
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A motion was made to table this item due to applicant not present and no new information that was 
requested at the last meeting. 
 
Motion By:  Comm. McMahon 
Seconded By:  Comm. Reeners 
 
Approved:  Ayes – 5 
   Nays – 0 
 
Item #3 – 165-177 Main St. – (Yaman) – Site Plan Review – (GI) 

 Mixed use conversion of Corset Company building 
 
David Yaman was present with the contractors to discuss the project. He explained that this is a Historic 
Preservation project, 252 windows will be replaced along with the sills and the roof. There is going to be 
47 loft style apartments on the upper floor. The first floor will be for commercial use with approximately 
4 commercial tenants. One will be a Daycare and the others will be personal and professional services. 
There will be a separate entrance in the back of the building for staff and residents. The customers for 
the businesses will enter from the front of the building. There is room for a fire truck to get around the 
parking lot to the building if needed. There will be a 6ft privacy fence put up around the property. The 
company plans on working with Mike Dexter for landscaping. Main St. will be considered the front of the 
building. They are still working on placement of the lighting and will come back to the board with final 
plans. The idea is that it comes off the building into the parking lot. There will be approximately 145 
parking spots with 6 handicapped spaces. Ownership is between Housing Visions and David Yaman. 
Management will be under Housing Visions and they will have an office on site.  
 
The Commissioners went through the SEQR questions and accepted with a couple changes.  
 
Motion By:  Comm. Reeners 
Seconded By:  Comm. McMahon 
 
Approved:  Ayes – 5 
   Nays – 0 
 
Item #4 – 126 Elm St. – (Stauber) – Site Plan Review – (GI) 

 Commercial Storage Facility 
 
This is phase 3 of the project. There will be 16 rentable storage units with regular drainage. These are 
placed in the middle of the property. There will be no new lighting and the color will be the same as the 
other units. Left hand side will be 5x10 and the Right hand side is 10x20 
 
A motion was made to approve as presented. 
 
Motion By:  Comm. Beckwith 
Seconded By:  Comm. Reeners 
 
Approved:  Ayes – 5 



City of Cortland – Planning Commission Minutes 

Minutes of the August 22, 2016 Meeting   3 of 3  

   Nays – 0 
 
 
New/Old Business 
David Ames was present to speak regarding 16 Owego St. He expressed it’s been difficult dealing with 
Mr. Barden. A lot of his work has been done on the weekends when code office is not open. There has 
always been an issue with parking and snow removal.  
 
Commissioners question how far back the shared driveway goes on the property.  
 
Approval of Minutes: 
 
A motion was made to accept the July 25, 2016 minutes as presented by Comm. McMahon and 
seconded by Comm. Beckwith.  
 
Approved:  Ayes – 5 
   Nays – 0  
 
Adjournment:   
  
Motion By:   Comm. Reeners 
Seconded By:  Comm. Ryan 
 
   Ayes – 5 
   Nays – 0 
 
I, RAFAEL FELIX, VICE CHAIRPERSON OF THE PLANNING COMMISSION OF THE CITY OF CORTLAND, NY, 
DO HEREBY CERTIFY THAT SAID RESOLUTION(S) WERE ADOPTED AT A MEETING OF THE PLANNING 
COMMISSION OF THE CITY OF CORTLAND, NY, HELD ON AUGUST 22, 2016. 
 
____________________________________ 
RAFAEL FELIX, VICE CHAIRPERSON 


