Historic and/or Architectural Advisory Board
City of Cortland
August 8, 2011

A regular meeting of the Historic District Commission was held on August 8, 2011
at 8:00 a.m. in the Mayor's Conference Room at City Hall.

Present: Chair Kline, Comm. Abbot, Delaney, Dineen, Kane and Wineburg

Staff Present: Zoning Officer Bruce Weber, Capt. William Knickerbocker and
Cheryl Massmann, Deputy City Clerk

Item No. 5 - Minutes - July 11, 2011

Motion to approve the minutes of July 11, 2011.

Motion: Comm. Dineen
Seconded: Comm. Wineburg

Motion passed.

TItem No. 1 - 23 Tompkins St. - (Sinclair)(R4) - Roof

No one was present for this project. Chair Kline presented the information for the
owner. She explained this was a roof replacement that had already been approved,
but now the owner had changed contractors and materials. The new proposal is for
Landmark Series asphalt shingles in Burnt Sienna.

Motion to approve the project as presented.

Motion: Comm. Dineen
Seconded: Com. Wineburg

Motion passed.

Item No. 2 - 73 Tompkins St. - (Seales)(R2) - Repair Porch Roof & Landscaping
Change

Judd Seales was present. He explained that they wanted to repair the end of the
porch. He noted that the property is the house on the corner of Owego and
Tompkins Streets. Chair Kline explained the project. It had a three (3) bay garage
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which was attached and in very poor condition and it has now been removed. He will
repair the soffits and fascia of the porch on the gable end. Pine will be used and
there will be an aluminum cap, crown molding to match the existing trim and that
the aluminum cap will be painted with Essex Green.

Comm. Wineburg asked if there was anything he planned to rebuild. Mr. Seales
indicated that he would not be rebuilding anything.

Chair Kline explained that he would also be removing the concrete and plans to
repave. He also will remove the short arborvitae shrubs and replace the shrubs
with grass and he plans to trim up some of the larger trees. Mr. Seales also
explained that he want to center the porch post so that the archways are
symmetrical. Chair Kline further explained that he will recreate the archway
moldings to match existing.

Motion to approve the project as presented; to improve the landscaping and repair
the Owego Street side and make the double bay porch and to repave the parking

area.

Motion: Comm. Kane
Seconded: Comm. Dineen

Motion passed.

Item No. 3 - 55 Tompkins St. - (Ruggiero)(R4) - Sighage

Gerry Ruggiero was present. He explained that the three (3) sorority letters were
about two (2) feet tall. He had not measured them exactly. Chair Kline told him
that the Board always required exact measurements. She explained that the Greek
symbols would be free floating, would be in the existing color green and were made
of wood and they would be mounted on the tower ledge above the top windows.

Mr. Ruggiero stated that he would probably put the white letters above the front
stairs on the building fagade. Chair Kline asked if the torch symbol had to be hung
outside. She also noted that being unsure of the size of the white letters, she was
not sure if they could go above the outside front arch of the building or above the
inside arch or perhaps even could go above the upstairs porch opening.

Comm. Delaney asked if the torch could be mounted to the left of the upper porch,
on the side column to the left as you faced the building and then the letters could
go on the fascia above the porch.
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Mr. Ruggiero asked for a postponement on the word and forch sign placement and
he will come back with pictures. He also stated that this wasn't on his application,
but he would like to take down one (1) tree branch to open up the property so that
the building could be seen better. Chair Kline indicated that they would allow only
one (1) branch to be removed. She also noted that the Commission would approve
the placement of the three (3) letters, but could postpone the placement approval
for the white letters. She then asked Mr. Ruggiero how he planned to attach the
letters to the building. Mr. Ruggiero noted that there were pre-existing bolts and
he planned to use those. Chair Kline asked Mr. Ruggiero to provide more
information on the torch sign placement. Mr. Ruggiero also stated that he would be
redoing the three (3) Greek letters, as the present ones were not all the same size
and they were falling apart due to water damage. He would be making them the
same size as the present "T".

Motion to approve the placement of the three (3) Greek letters, in the same color
as presently shown and no larger than the present letters and that the applicant
return with the white letters placement and the forch size and placement and to
allow the application to remove one (1) tree branch.

Motion: Comm. Wineburg
Seconded: Comm. Dineen

Motion passed.
Mr. Ruggiero noted that he would be making another application for work in the
future. He noted that the front strong steps are falling apart and he wants to redo
the concrete. He also noted that the Reynolds Avenue carport is coming apart and

that needs to be addressed.

Item No. 4 - 39 Tompkins St. - (Medsker)(R4) - Roof

Tom Seaney was present. He explained that this building needed portions of the
roof replaced. He noted that a new roof was needed on the left side over the
porches and they would be replacing the existing slate roof and back roof. He
noted that the manufacturer no longer makes the shingles that were used on some
of the other roofs of the building and he would like to go with Certainteed
"Hatteras" line of shingles in the darkest color to match the other existing asphalt
shingles. These shingles will have the mock slate look.

Chair Kline expressed concern that the roof might look like patchwork as he is now
proposing to do more re-roofing than what she and Nancy Medsker had talked
about when she toured the property with her. Mr. Seaney also noted that the
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turret roof was still slate and that would remain as is for now. He also noted that
the various dormers on the house visually hide most of the roof areas. Chair Kline
noted that the proposed color was coming as close as they could to matching the
other company's product and noted that both weather will change the color over
time. Comm. Kane noted that the darker the shingle color, the better.

Chair Kline noted that she understood that the tenants would be boys living in this
beautiful building. Comm. Delaney asked if the slate roof was fixable. Mr. Seaney
noted that it was leaking and that a lot of the slate was cracked.

Motion to accept the Certainteed company version of the shingles and the locations
to be replaced as indicated by Mr. Seaney in his highlighted drawing.

Motion: Comm. Delaney
Seconded: Comm. Wineburg

Motion passed.
Old Business

Chair Kline asked for an update regarding the proposed balcony for Main Street.
Zoning Officer Weber noted that the Legal Department has not responded, but
that the applicant is also not pressuring for a decision.

Chair Kline asked for an update regarding the building at 55 Main Street. Zoning
Officer Weber had no update.

Comm. Wineburg noted that the Nordic Sports building on Main Street is also
looking shabby. Chair Kline asked if there was anything that the Historic Board
could do to make the owners clean their buildings and wash the windows.

Zoning Officer Weber noted that he doesn't know if the Code allows an expansion
of maintenance duties. He noted that the Code should be revised; perhaps it can be
done after the election. He suggested that the Historic Board write a letter to
the Mayor and the Common Council asking that they revise the City Code to allow
the Historic Board more authority in some areas.

Chair Kline asked about their proposed tour of downtown to review signage. Zoning
Officer Weber stated that currently his plate is overflowing with student housing
issues and he asked that if there were any specific sign complaints, the Historic
Board should refer them fo him, but he would have o postpone the tour of Main
Street until later in the year.
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Adjournment

Motion: Comm. Dineen
Seconded: Comm. Kane

Motion passed.

Linda Kline, Chairperson
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