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City of Cortland – September 13, 2010 

Historic and/or Architectural Advisory Board 
City of Cortland 
September 13, 2010 
 
A regular meeting of the Historic District Commission was held on September 13, 
2010 at 8:00 a.m. in the Mayor’s Conference Room at City Hall.   
 
Present: Chair Kline, Comm. Delaney, Dineen, Schaffer, Kane and 

Wineburg 
 
Staff Present: Zoning Officer Bruce Weber, Capt. William Knickerbocker and 

Cheryl Massmann, Deputy City Clerk 
 
Item No. 5 – Minutes – August 9, 2010 
 
Motion to approve the minutes of August 9, 2010. 
 
Motion:  Comm. Schaffer 
Seconded:  Comm. Wineburg 
 
  Motion passed. 
 
Item No. 1 - 58-60 Main St. – (Calabro)(CB) – Air Conditioning Unit Screening 
 
Chairman Kline did the presentation of the application as Mr. Calabro was not 
present.  She noted that the proposed air conditioning cover would be made of fine 
steel mesh gridwork screen which would be boxed around the air conditioning unit.  
The mesh would be coated with a black substance.  The box would blend with the 
staircase.  This is for the air conditioning units for BRIX.  Comm. Schaffer asked 
that Mr. Calabro or any of his tenants be told that they need to come before this 
Board first before any of their projects are done. 
 
Motion was made to approve the project as presented. 
 
Motion:   Comm. Wineburg 
Seconded:   Comm. Dineen 
 
    Motion passed. 
 
 
Item No. 3 – 14 Clayton Ave. – (YWCA)(CB) 0 Solar Panel Installation 
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Amy Simrell was present to represent the YWCA.  Chair Kline did the presentation.  
She noted that the solar panels will not be seen as one comes down the hill nor from 
across the street.  The black solar panels will face south and east.  Comm. Schaffer 
asked if the big tree would affect the panels’ efficiency.  Ms. Simrell noted that it 
would affect the panels somewhat, but she hated to cut it down.  She will look into 
having the linden tree trimmed.  Chair Kline noted that the panels would be on the 
flat roof area in the back as well as the roof facing W. Court Street.  It was noted 
that the panels might possibly be visible from W. Court Street.  Placement of the 
panels has been indicated on the plan drawings presented. 
 
A motion was made to approve the project as proposed. 
 
Motion:   Comm. Delaney 
Seconded:   Comm. Dineen 
 
    Motion passed. 
 
Chris Calabro arrived at the meeting and was told his project had been reviewed 
and approved and that he was told that all projects, both his and his tenants, would 
have to come before the Historic Board prior to starting the work.  He was also 
asked about the outdoor furniture storage for BRIX and he was asked to follow up 
on it.   
 
Item No. 4 – 35 Main St. – (Andrews)(CB) – Window Replacements 
 
Richard Andrews was present.  Chair Kline noted that the Board was re-visiting his 
already approved project proposal.   She showed photos that she had taken of the 
windows noting that all of the windows are bad.  He is now proposing to replace all 
of the windows in the building with aluminum windows.  He stated that he planned to 
paint the new windows with the already approved green color of Lush Sage #5003-
2B by Valspaar and the wooden panels would still be in the approved Cincinnation 
Hotel Hannaford #3007-10C by Valspaar.   Mr. Andrews stated that he will leave 
the stiles of the present windows to form frames for the new replacement windows.  
He proposed that the frame and trim be the same color.  He stated that the second 
floor windows will be double hung.  The bottom windows will have a fixed top 
transom and double hung 24 ½” x 8 foot sidelights.   These are the first floor front 
windows on Central Avenue towards Main Street.   
 
There was some question regarding egress through these first floor windows.  Capt. 
Knickerbocker stated that these windows were not critical for egress in a 
commercial section.  Comm. Schaffer expressed concerns regarding the air 
conditioning units currently installed on the upper floors.  She noted that the units 
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protruded out and didn’t look good and that perhaps they could be eliminated or 
perhaps made flush with the windows.  Mr. Andrews stated that the building was 
difficult to ventilate and he was unsure if he could do central air.   
 
Comm. Schaffer asked him to put in his lease agreements that no air conditioning 
units shall protrude from the windows beyond the window sill.  Air conditioning 
alternatives were discussed.   Mr. Andrews stated that the proposed windows would 
be a Low E window.  Comm. Delaney noted that the already approved nine (9) slider 
windows would be the sage color painted sliders.  Mr. Andrews agreed and noted 
that he already had those windows.     
 
Comm. Delaney then went on to discuss the upper seven (7) windows on Central 
Avenue toward the front of the building.   She stated that she didn’t mind those 
windows being double hung, but she did mind the ones on the bottom being double 
hung.  Comm. Delaney noted that she didn’t’ care for replacing the side lights with 
double hung windows.  She would like to see those remain large panels.   Mr. 
Andrews stated that replacing the sidelights with eight (8) foot crank out 
casement windows would be very expensive and dangerous to pedestrians.   Comm. 
Delaney asked why he didn’t consider having them all non-opening.  He noted that he 
would like to provide ventilation.  He noted that he would put a bar across the 
center panel to match the double hung sidelight windows, but that the center panel 
window would not open.   
 
Comm. Schaffer asked if he could paint the brushed aluminum front door frame the 
same color as the window frames.  Mr. Andrews stated that he would like to replace 
that door some day.   Chair Kline asked Comm. Kane for her opinion of the double 
hung versus full pane sidelight windows.   Comm. Kane noted that she would prefer 
that the center window be left a full pane and that the sidelights should be double 
hung.    Mr. Andrews noted that the sidelights could open now and if they weren’t 
caulked or nailed shut, they would open. 
 
There was discussion regarding having the building cleaned noting that once a 
building like that was marred from cleaning, it couldn’t be reversed.  Chair Kline 
suggested that he contact the VFW to find out who had cleaned their building and 
find out if they had liked his work.   
 
Chair Kline noted that the bottom windows were aluminum and the top ones were 
wooden.  It was also noted that the glass in the transoms was painted, but the old 
paint had cracked.  Mr. Andrews would like to paint or coat the transoms on the 
inside as they were between the dropped ceiling and the actual seventeen (17) foot 
original ceilings and it would look terrible if they were left clear glass.  The Board 
agreed with that.  Some options to do this, such as vinyl film, were discussed.   The 
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Board also discussed signage regulations and that the applicant should return with 
any signage plans. 
 
A motion was made to approved the project as presented with the remaining center 
large windows being a single pane, with the side windows being double hung, the 
front door frame painted to match the window frames (Lush Sage #5003-2B by 
Valspaar), that air conditioning units be flush with the windows not to extend 
beyond the window sills, that any other plan change will come back before this 
Board and as a temporary solution; as a temporary solution, the upper transom 
portion of the six (6) large windows will be covered by a bronze colored vinyl 
temporary film applied to the inside of the windows and to put the building numbers 
on the front door. 
 
Motion:   Comm. Schaffer 
Seconded:   Comm. Wineburg 
 
    Motion passed. 
 
Item No. 2 – 89 Main St. – (Crupe/Indulge)(CB) – Signage & Façade 
 
Lisa Crupe was not available for this meeting.  Chair Kline knew this in advance and 
did the presentation.  She indicated that she plans to change the façade color at 
her new location.  The current striped awning will be removed.   She pointed out 
that the decorative façade mural painting will remain for now.  The concrete on 
each side of the mural will be repaired and painted in the Benjamin Moore Audubon 
Rust color.  The wood body of the storefront and the door trim will be painted 
“Spring Creek”.  The two (2) windows and the door will be the Audubon Rust.  She 
planned to do the trim around the windows “Suffix Tan” or give it a good washing 
and the door and the windows will be red.  It was noted that the awning was 
tattered and dirty and it was thought best to take it off.   
 
The two (2) urns will be gracing the entryway and will be moved inside in the winter.  
They will have some sort of little evergreens and lights.  Her existing sign will use 
the existing hanging bar.  The sign will be two sided and projecting.  She is planning 
a white sign background with black trim and lettering and inside the black trim will 
be a line of the Audubon Rust.  The sign would be vinyl lettering. 
 
Comm. Wineburg thought that perhaps a light tan or an ivory would be a nice 
background for the sign.  Chair Kline noted that she could use a soft beige and she 
would present that to Lisa to have her make a selection and with this Board’s 
approval would allow her to get started with her sign.  Chair Kline noted that she 
would bring the color choice back to the Board. 
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Comm. Delaney noted that the mural was in soft muted warm colors and that the 
white sign background was too stark.   
 
Motion to approve the project as presented except for the background color of the 
hanging sign and the elimination of the “Suffolk Tan” in the painting color 
combination, concentrating on the other two (2) colors. 
 
Motion:   Comm. Kane 
Seconded:   Comm. Wineburg 
 
    Motion passed. 
 
Item No. 6 – 77 Main St. – (Mancini) 
 
Damian Mancini was present to ask the Historic Board if they would write a letter 
of support for his business to the New York State Liquor Authority.  It was 
suggested by Casey O’Brien of the NYS Liquor Authority that he obtain letters of 
support from boards and commissions that he had worked with stating that his 
business was not just another college bar, but a café and not a party bar.  The 
letter could state that he worked well with the local boards and commissions. 
 
Comm. Schaffer noted that he had not been before this commission with designs 
for signage.  Mr. Mancini stated that he was trying to do something different, but 
needs to serve alcohol.  Comm. Schaffer noted that he has a right to do anything 
that he wants and the Historic Board’s approval is for aesthetic design of the 
building and noted that he had yet to come before them for signage.  Mr. Mancini 
stated that the letter he was looking for would be reflective of how he had worked 
with the Board and worked through the channels.   
 
Comm. Schaffer asked him why the Liquor Authority was making him jump through 
these kinds of hoops.  She would like to see examples of these letters of support 
from the Downtown Partnership or his Ward Alderman.  Comms. Wineburg and 
Schaffer, both, want to see examples of these letters before they produced a 
letter of support. 
 
Mr. Mancini stated that he is trying to do something different and not have just a 
college bar, but it was going to be very difficult to survive, if he couldn’t serve 
someone a glass of beer or wine or a mixed drink in conjunction with the food and 
the billiards.  Comm. Wineburg asked if there was any difference between a regular 
liquor license and a wine and beer license.  Mr. Mancini said they were the same 
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application, there was just a different box to check, and there was really no 
difference.   
 
He noted that he had come to Linda Kline for a letter of support, but that any 
letter she wrote would be reflective of the Board.  He also noted that he was 
getting letters from Alderman Michales and the Alderman of the Ward where he 
was living.  Chair Kline asked him to forward those letters to her so she could get 
some idea of what he was looking for.   
 
He also noted that the owner of the 77 Main Street property was also planning to 
do replacement windows and the owner had asked him to manage the project.  Chair 
Kline asked him to first look at the building and to not use vinyl.  Comm. Schaffer 
asked him to do the signage and bring it before this Commission.  Chair Kline noted 
that there was a $500 grant for downtown signage and she would help him with the 
application. 
 
New Business 
 
Chair Kline noted that the Alumni House would be coming back in October with a 
new design for their new barn building.  She noted it would still be the same 
footprint, but would have some embellishments, such as a cupola. 
 
After some discussion and checking of calendars, the Board agreed to change its 
October meeting to Monday, October 18 at 8:00 am.  The submission deadline date 
will remain the same. 
 
Zoning Officer Weber noted that the tattoo business was moving from the 
Marketplace Mall to Groton Avenue and will be here next month.  He also noted 
that Zonies will be coming to the Clock Tower building and they will be coming 
before this Commission for signage. 
 
Anne Doyle asked about the status of Jones Jewelry.  Comm. Schaffer read the 
minutes from the last Historic meeting where that topic was discussed.  It was 
noted that the owner had kept up with the taxes and there was nothing that could 
be done.  Chair Kline thought there were broken and open windows and couldn’t 
anything be done.  She noted that the Historic Board dealt with aesthetics and 
asked if the Board had any power to make the owner paint the plywood or take care 
of the windows and that the back of the building was open and crows were in there.  
The Board did not want the building deteriorating any further.  Capt. Knickerbocker 
noted that the building door was secured this summer and he hoped that it was still 
buttoned up as tight as a drum.  Chair Kline asked him to take a walk with her today 
to look the building over.  She even offered to wash the windows, so the building 
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wouldn’t look so ugly.  She would like to shadow box the windows of vacant 
downtown building and to have people put displays in them.  She noted that it was 
probably just a dream. 
 
Comm. Delaney noted that Dave Yaman had done her building windows and it looked 
very nice.  She stated that he had not done the sunburst decorations, but did 
express concerns that some design might appear at a later time. 
 
Adjournment 
 
Motion:   Comm. Wineburg 
Seconded:   Comm. Schaffer 
 
    Motion passed. 
 
 
 
 
________________________________________ 
Linda Kline, Chairperson 


