
Historic and/or Architectural Advisory Board 
City of Cortland 
April 12, 2010 
 
A regular meeting of the Historic and/or Architectural Advisory Board was held on 
April 12, 2010 at 8:00 a.m. in the Mayor’s Conference Room at City Hall. 
 
Present: Chair Kline, Comm. Abbott, Delaney, Dineen, Kane, Schaffer and 

Wineburg 
 
Staff Present:   Zoning Officer Bruce Weber, Captain Knickerbocker and Cheryl 

Massmann, Deputy City Clerk 
 
Item No. 1 – Minutes – March 8, 2010 
 
Motion to approve the minutes. 
 
Motion:  Comm. Wineburg 
Seconded:  Comm. Dineen 
   
  Abstained: Comm. Schaffer  
 
  Motion passed. 
 
Item No. 2 – 35 Main St. – (Andrews)(CB) – Window Replacement and Wood Trim 
Painting 
 
Mr. Andrews was present.  He plans to paint the wooden trim and add nine (9) 
slider aluminum windows on the Central Avenue side of the building.  The color he 
presented was Lush Sage for the aluminum dual sliding windows.  He also plans to 
paint the existing wood panels and the windows on the east side and the wood 
panels on the front using Cincinnatian Hotel Hannaford #3007-10C by Valspaar for 
the wood panels.  The nine (9) slider windows will be painted Lush Sage #5003-2B 
by Valspaar.  Chair Kline noted that the windows met SHIPO standards. 
 
A motion was made to approve the application as presented. 
 
Motion:   Comm. Wineburg 
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Seconded:   Comm. Dineen 
 
    Motion passed. 
 
Item No. 3 – 23 Tompkins St. – (Youmans)(R4) – Front Porch and Rear Stair 
Handrails 
 
Mr. Youmans, the contractor, was present.  Mr. Youmans had contacted the 
insurance company regarding the need for a center handrail on the front steps.  It 
was determined that it was not necessary as long as there were side handrails.  He 
plans to remove the current stair sides, put in a square newel post on each side of 
the bottom of the steps and he will put in railings and spindles (BAL2024-26) and 
he will paint them to match the existing colors of the house.  Comm. Kane stated 
that she felt that the stairs were unique and original to the house.  Chair Kline 
noted that the new newel posts will match the column bases on the porch.  It was 
noted that there will be a side triangle under the stairs on each side made of 
lattice work that will match the existing lattice under the rest of the porch. 
 
A motion was made to approve the design as proposed with balustrade BAL2024-
26. 
 
Motion:   Comm. Delaney 
Seconded:   Comm. Dineen 
 
    Motion passed. 
Item No. 5 – 9-11 N. Main St. – (Yaman)(GB) – Façade Painting 
 
David Yaman was present.  He has submitted a proposal to paint and repair the 
second and third floor outside trim and the arched areas over the windows with 
Cement 54.  He will repair cracks and paint sign surface areas with the same color 
as used for the trim and arched window areas.  He also plans to repoint the bricks.  
Mr. Yaman stated that he did want something ornate above each window and he will 
come back before this board with a proposal.  He stated that he plans to have the 
pointing of the brick done all around the building. 
 
A motion was made to accept the application as proposed. 
 
Motion:   Comm. Schaffer 
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Seconded:   Comm. Dineen 
 
    Motion passed. 
 
Item No. 6 – 76 Main St. – (VFW)(CB) – Landscaping, Fencing, Roof, Cleaning 
Building 
 
James Webb and Arthur Bushnell were present to answer questions. 
The VFW needs to put a new roof on in the back of the building, bushes need to be 
removed in the front,  metal fencing will be installed, the VFW sign needs to be 
worked on and the building spray washed.  Mr. Bushnell noted that the building will 
not be sandblasted or power washed. 
 
Chair Kline noted that the plan is to replace the back roofing with brown metal 
Signature 200 Slimline Panel (KOKO Brown) roofing by Essex Structural Steel 
because the current roof is leaking.  The bushes in the front of the building will be 
removed, bring in new topsoil and seed the lawn area and install decorative fencing 
to keep dogs off of the grass area.  It was noted that the building was built in 
1935.  The fencing installation will include fourteen (14) brick columns with metal 
open fencing.  The brick columns will match the building.  They will be 16” x 16’ x 
40” with seven (7) feet of metal fencing sections in between.  The fencing will be 
lower than the brick columns.  Comm. Schaffer expressed concern that the 
proposed fencing had finials and that someone could be injured.  She was 
concerned about the liability of having fencing with finials.  She also felt that the 
fence should be plainer in keeping with the building style.  Arthur Bushnell agreed 
the fencing should be flat on top.  It was noted that the fencing would be welded 
steel, colored black and be about 30 inches high.   
 
Mr. Bushnell noted that they wanted to wash the building and plans to have it done 
by Vanatrol, Inc.  They use a product that is environmentally safe.  He stated that 
the existing VFW sign is inoperable and they want to make it operable.  It will light 
up red, white and blue and will be on a timer.  It stopped working last year.  It was 
noted that this neon sign is grandfathered.  Comm. Schaffer would like to have the 
sign turned off at a certain hour so it won’t be on all night.  Mr. Bushnell stated 
that they would like to have signage painted on the glass front doors.  The VFW 
has talked with Mr. Kampney, the sign painter.  It was the consensus of the 
Historic Board that before any signage painting was done on the doors, that paint 
chips must be submitted to the Board.  Mr. Bushnell stated that the signs to be 
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painted on the doors are the VFW emblem in gold, red and white and on the other 
side will be VFW.  He stated that they needed to do this because many people 
entered the building thinking that it was the post office.   
 
A motion was made to approve the proposed metal roof with the KOKO Brown as 
presented, the washing of the building by Vanatrol, Inc. as presented, that the 
emblem on the lintel will be cleaned, the proposed fencing, but without the finials 
on the metal portions and that the VFW letters at the top of the building be 
restored with red, white and blue neon and turned off as per City Ordinance at 
11:00 PM and that the landscaping be approved as presented. 
 
Motion:   Comm. Schaffer 
Seconded:   Comm. Wineburg 
 
    Motion passed. 
 
Items No. 4 – 5 Main St. – (Chat Wireless)(CB) – Signage 
 
Ray Aziz, the store owner, was present to answer questions regarding the Chat 
Wireless signage.  It was explained that the signage was already up and the owner 
was not aware that this store was in a Historic District.  He stated that the sign in 
his application would be vinyl letters in the red burst color.  He also has red neon in 
his windows.  He explained that his new sign will be like the Home Necessities sign, 
but in the red lettering.  It was noted that the red letters will be twelve (12”) 
inches high, in the Arial Bold font and the sign will be sixteen (16) feet by one (1) 
foot long.  Comm. Schaffer asked that the sign lettering be centered.  Chair Kline 
indicated that it would be.  Mr. Aziz noted that the new sign wouldn’t be backlit.  
The Board expressed concerns regarding the exact color of the red vinyl letters.  
Chair Kline suggested black letters with red trim.  Mr. Aziz stated that he chose 
red because the sign before for Collegetown Hots had been approved and it was 
red.  The Board suggested black vinyl lettering with a one (1) inch red border. 
 
Mr. Aziz noted that he planned to be open from 9:00 am to 6:00 pm, Monday 
through Saturday.  Comm. Dineen noted that neon lighting had not been approved in 
the past by this Commission.  Comm. Schaffer asked that it be removed.  Mr. Aziz 
stated that he liked the neon and felt it matched downtown as many of the bars 
had neon.  Chair Kline noted that there was vinyl lettering on the windows and that 
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Code stated that no more than twenty-five (25) percent coverage was allowed.  Mr. 
Aziz indicated that he understood. 
 
A motion was made to approve the façade sign with black lettering and a black 
border to match Home Necessities letter size and border, have the sign centered, 
remove the neon from the front windows and that vinyl letters are to be removed 
from the windows and to not cover more than twenty-five (25) percent of the 
windows with signage. 
 
Motion:   Comm. Dineen 
Seconded:   Comm. Wineburg 
 
    Motion passed. 
 
Item No. 7 – 44-46 Main St. – (JFM)(CB) – Replacement Windows 
 
Joe Giordano, the owner of the building, was present.  He plans to replace the 
windows in the building.  There will be thirty-six (36) windows.  He plans to install 
aluminum windows.  He stated that the new windows will be the same style and size 
and that they would be double hung windows and that the color will be Chateau 
(tan). 
 
Comm. Wineburg left at 9:20 am.   
 
Chair Kline stated that she had spoken with SHIPO and the concern was that there 
was no definition with the proposed aluminum replacement windows for the front 
of the building.  SHIPO and Chair Kline suggested aluminum clad wood replacement 
windows on the front of the building would be better.  Mr. Giordano stated that 
they did have a quote from the GlassSmith for aluminum clad wooden windows, as 
they are very familiar with what this Board wants.  The side and rear windows 
could be aluminum as long as they matched the color.  There was discussion 
regarding the back upper windows and that they should match the lower windows 
that had already been approved and replaced.  Chair Kline suggested that Mr. 
Giordano order the windows in a dark primer so that they would take paint better.  
Chair Kline noted that transoms will all be replaced except for the leaded glass 
ones that will remain.   
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A motion was made to approve the double hung aluminum clad wooden windows 
primed and painted with the color for the front windows matching the approved 
front façade color and that the profiles match the existing front windows and that 
the lead glass transoms remain the same, the second and third floor rear windows 
can match the lower rear windows or be painted Georgian Brick HC-50, the side 
windows are to be painted Georgian Brick HC-50 to blend in and that the two large 
store front paneled windows remain the same and that the two (2) upper third 
floor left rear windows be restored to double hung. 
 
Motion:   Comm. Delaney 
Seconded:   Comm. Schaffer 
 
    Motion passed. 
 
Item No. 8 – 45 Tompkins St. – (Armideo)(R4) – Parking 
 
Joe Armideo stated that he is looking for a general consensus from the 
Historic Board as he may be purchasing this property.  He stated that 
he wants to put in additional rear parking, rework the handicapped 
ramp and do further landscaping.  He noted that his plan is that the 
landscaping will be filled in on the side and that the stone wall will have 
the opening filled in.  He stated that he plans to reconfigure the ramp 
to give the yard more green space.  He stated that the rear trees will 
be trimmed and that one (1) evergreen will be removed due to its 
condition.  His plan is for ten (10) parking spaces with a small section of 
paving to be added adjacent to the carriage house.  He plans to paint 
the carriage house.  He stated that the front of the house, the 
existing landscape of the lawn and trees will remain.  He noted that the 
front stairs and railing will be corrected.  He noted that the 
landscaping along the driveway needed attention and maintenance.  The 
Board indicated that this would be an acceptable project if other City 
boards approved the Special Use Permit application. 
 
New Business 
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Chair Kline brought to Zoning Officer Weber’s attention the problem 
with the issue of the gutter painting at 55 Tompkins Street.  She 
noted that Adam Pollack would not sign an agreement with the Historic 
Board with regards to the painting of the gutters.  Zoning Officer 
Weber stated that he would contact Mr. Pollack. 
 
Comm. Abbott noted that Mark Wainwright, the applicant for 64 
Tompkins Street, had never installed the fencing at the parking area, 
which had been agreed to.   
 
Adjournment 
 
Motion:   Comm. Schaffer 
Seconded:   Comm. Delaney 
 
    Motion passed. 
 
_________________________________ 
Linda Kline, Chairperson 


