Historic and/or Architectural Advisory Board
City of Cortland
June 11, 2012

A Regular Meeting of the Historic District Commission was held on Monday, June 11, 2012
at 8:00 a.m. in the Mayor's Conference Room at City Hall.

Present: Chair Kline, Comm. Delaney, Dineen, Kane, Smith and Wineburg

Staff Present: Zoning Officer Bruce Weber, Asst. Chief William Knickerbocker and
Cheryl Massmann, Deputy City Clerk

Item No. 1 - Minutes - May 14, 2012 as amended.

Motion: Comm. Wineburg
Seconded: Comm. Dineen

Motion passed.

Item No. 2 - 16 Tompkins St. - (Pomeroy, et al)(R4) - Siding

Don Armstrong and Yaman Rep. George Jenin were present. Chair Kline described the
project. She stated that they plan to install vinyl siding on the lower level of the office
building and on the garage and they plan to trim out the windows. She explained that the
existing additions have already been sided. She noted that the decorative detail and the
columns will not be touched. Chair Kline distributed State Preservation literature on
siding to the Commission members. She noted that the siding color selected is Watercolor
Colonial White and the wrapping and trimming will be done in Musket Brown. She noted
that the garage will be sided in white and frimmed in the brown. She noted that the
chimney needs attention and it will be parged in concrete. She explained that the roof is
aluminum sheeting which is rusted. Mr. Jenin explained that they will paint seal the garage
roof with aluminum paint that will be spread by brush and that will look matt silver. He
noted that it can be done in white, but he felt that would be too bright.

Comm. Kane stated that she would like to see a sample of the silver roof coating, noting
that this roof is in the City. Comm. Smith asked if the white was chosen, would they do
the roof trim in brown. Mr. Jenin indicated that the trim would be in brown. Chair Kline
asked if the roof could be painted with a color or a clear coat. Mr. Jenin stated that it
only came in white or silver tone. Comm. Kane asked if there were any other locations
where that roof coating had been used in the City so that Commissioners could look at it.
Mr. Jenin noted that they had not used it in Cortland, but there were two (2) places in
Homer that they had done, but he did not have their addresses with him.
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The Commission discussed the roof coating color and felt that it would be best to see a
sample. Chair Kline asked what the life expectancy was of the roof paint. Mr. Jenin noted
that it could last five (5) to ten (10) years, but this roof will probably have to be done
about every five () years. Mr. Armstrong also noted that they are tired of repainting the
side wall where their sign is installed. Mr. Jenin will provide the addresses of buildings
where the roof coating had been used.

A motion was made to approve the proposal for the work on the building as presented and
that the garage roof coating will have to wait until a color sample is seen and approved.

Motion: Comm. Wineburg
Seconded: Comm. Dineen

Motion passed.

Item No. 3 - 82 Tompkins St. - (Thurlow)(R2) - Front Porch & Steps

Mrs. Thurlow and Contractor Ed Smith were present. Chair Kline explained the project.
She explained that the porch and steps were deteriorating and the plan is to reconstruct
the porch area with the same material, capping it and then repainting it with the existing
colors.

Contractor Smith explained that he's been a mason for forty (40) years. He will be doing a
wall replacement on top of the four (4) inch concrete slap which is the porch landing. He
explained that the landing is in perfect shape, but that the water that is caught on the
porch landing had deteriorated the cinder block wall. He plans to take down the two and a
half (2 3) courses and reconstruct the wall with concrete blocks which are harder and
stronger than cinder blocks and will last longer. He explained that there are weep holes
along the porch wall to let the water out from the porch floor. He also explained that the
stairs are structurally sound, but are cosmetically bad. He plans to pressure wash the
steps and then paint. He explained that there were caps on the steps that were cast into
the steps and was done originally to look like stone. He explained that although they look
terrible and will look much better pressure washed and painted. He noted that there was
also a deep void on the top tread which is a serious safety issue and that will be in filled to
correct and the stairs will be a lot safer than they are now. Comm. Smith asked if the wall
capping on the top was of a different material or if it was just a different color. Mr.
Smith indicated that it was just painted a different color, but was the same material.

Asst. Chief William Knickerbocker asked if a handrail will be installed. Mr. Smith stated
indicated it hadn't been discussed and he noted that the side walls did step up as one was
going up the treads to the landing. Asst. Chief Knickerbocker noted that it wasn't
required. Comm. Smith asked for an explanation regarding the step caps. Mr. Smith
indicated they stuck out just a bit from the riser and gave a more rocklike texture. They
will be pressure washed and painted and will look something like stampcrete. Mr. Smith
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indicated that they stuck out only about an inch. Asst. Chief Knickerbocker stated that
the protrusion was not a trip hazard.

A motion was made to approve the plan as proposed.

Motion: Comm. Dineen
Seconded: Comm. Wineburg

Motion passed.
Old Business

There was some discussion regarding some further changes to the minutes with regards to
supporting the Zoning Officer regarding the withholding of a Certificate of Occupancy for
the addition at 103 Main Street.

Chair Kline noted that the barn behind the Alumni House has been completed and looked
good.

Chair Kline reported that she had received a call from the Asian restaurant proprietors
and they were told not to do anything until a proposal was submitted and approved by this
Commission and she has not heard from them since. She noted that she had spoken with a
daughter who spoke fluent English. Asst. Chief Knickerbocker stated that a rear nine light
door had been installed and that may have to be changed. Chair Kline noted that would
have to come before the Historic Commission.

Chair Kline reported that Mr. Wainwright's sorority house property may be selling and she
noted that the fencing that he was directed to install has not yet been installed. Chair
Kline informed the owner that the fence must be installed prior to the sale of the
property and any other landscaping changes need to come before this Commission for
approval before any work is done.

Chair Kline asked Zoning Officer Weber to look at and address the Blue Frog's excessive
signage.

Comm. Wineburg noted that the smoke shop and the insurance company are both gone
from Main Street. Chair Kline noted that the Panzanella's have repaired the window glass

on their building.

Chair Kline noted that they are still waiting for the owner of the gelato shop at 2 Main
Street to come before this Board with his proposal.

Work is progressing at 55 Main Street.
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Comm. Smith noted that she would not be at the August 13 meeting due to a scheduling
conflict.

Adjournment

Motion: Comm. Dineen
Seconded: Comm. Wineburg

Motion passed.

Linda Kline, Chairperson
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