
Board of Fire Commissioners 
Regular Meeting for February 

February 9, 2012 
 

The regular meeting of the City of Cortland Board of Fire Commissioners was 
called to order at 5:22 p.m. by Chairman Heath. Board members present include 
Commissioner Buttino, Commissioner Quinlan, Commissioner Tricarico and 
Commissioner Wood. Also present was Chief Glover, Deputy Chief Wayne 
Friedman, Deputy Chief Bill Knickerbocker, Deputy Chief Bill Buttino, BOE 
President Greg Maxwell and Administrative Assistant Courtney Metcalf.  
 
Pledge of Allegiance. 
 
Moved by Commissioner Tricarico, seconded by Commissioner Quinlan to 
approve the January 2012 meeting minutes. All in favor, motion carried.  
 
Moved by Commissioner Wood, seconded by Commissioner Buttino to approve 
the payment of the February 2012 invoices for the fire department and codes 
division, as presented. All in favor, motion carried.  
 
Moved by Commissioner Quinlan, seconded by Commissioner Tricarico to 
accept the paid staff sick report for January 2012. All in favor, motion carried.  
 
Moved by Commissioner Buttino, seconded by Commissioner Quinlan to accept 
as a member Kevin Allen (Company 2). All in favor, motion carried. 
 
Chief’s Report:  
 
The new tower and KME engine are out for warranty work they will be back next 
week. 
 
The Council has approved the purchase of two new staff vehicles to replace the 
2000 Ford Expedition and the 1998 Chevy Astro. The Board of Engineers has 
offered to contribute $12,000 to the outfitting of the two vehicles. 
 
Progress is being made to get the new fire reporting software, Red Alert up and 
running. The new server, which Cortlandville will share with our department, 
should be ready by the end of this month or beginning of March. Another plus of  
the new software, is its ability to work in conjunction with the City’s new payroll 
software. 
 
The Chief thanked the members of the Commission that attended the Annual 
Dinner in January.  
 
As noted in the Cortland Standard, the Department received an Assistance to 
Firefighters Grant for portable radios. The grant is for all the fire departments in 



the County. Each county will contribute a portion of the funds for the matching 
portion of the grant. The City of Cortland will be contributing $4,256.79 and in 
return will receive approximately $80,000 in equipment. 
 
A brief discussion took place on incident type codes as the Commissioners 
reviewed the 2011 Annual Department report. 
 
Deputy Chief Friedman spoke of a vehicle replacement plan the Fire Department 
is trying to institute. He also touched on the topic of apparatus repairs. 
 
Commissioner Wood thanked Deputy Chief Friedman for his hard work in 
preparing a presentation for the Board of Engineers on the additional new staff 
vehicle for the Duty Chiefs. 
 
Deputy Chief Knickerbocker reported to the Commissioners on the implantation 
of tablet use in the Code Division. These tablets allow the code officers to use 
the property tracking software in the field and in turn it increases efficiency.  
  
 
Old Business 
 
The Cortland Fire Department Volunteer Division Board of Engineers 
Constitution and By-Laws was reviewed by the Commissioners; the following are 
suggestions for further discussion or change (put in order as they appear in the 
document): 
 
Page 4, Article II, Section 1, the list (i-vii) as shown in B.: 

If requirements are specifically listed they shall be on the volunteer  
application and/or an actual background check shall be performed. 

 
Page 7, Article III, Section 3-A.:  

Remove the list of duties of the Fire Chief, refer to the City Charter only. 
This keeps the document from becoming out of date when the City 
Charter is revised. 

 
Page 10, Article IV, Section 5 –A #18: 

Amount of annual expense allowance is not specified in document. 
 
Page 11, Article IV, Section 5-B #3: 

Succeed to the office of President, for the remainder of the term if it 
becomes vacant. 

 
Page 12, Article IV, Section 5-D: 

Add: May not be a Chief Officer. 
 
 



Page 27, Article IV, Section 6 
Increase the amount of the Treasurer’s bond.  

*suggestion: All executive members of the board (President, Vice President, 
Treasurer and Secretary) should be able to sign checks. Checks need to have 
the signatures of two of the four executive members to be processed. 
 
The Commissioners thanked the Constitution and By-Laws committee for their 
hard work on the document. 
 
New Business 
 
Moved by Commissioner Quinlan, seconded by Commissioner Wood to enter 
into executive session at 6:22 p.m. to discuss a particular person. All in favor, 
motion carried. 
 
Moved by Commissioner Tricarico, seconded by Commissioner Buttino to exit 
executive session at 6:30 p.m. All in favor, motion carried. 
 
Moved by Commissioner Quinlan, seconded by Commissioner Wood to inform 
Mayor Tobin, that the Board of Fire Commissioners’ can not, at this time, single 
out one Chief, that has served the City, over all other past Chiefs as well as all 
City Department Heads who have served over the years to Chief Emeritus 
status. All in favor, motion carried. 
 
Moved by Commissioner Buttino, seconded by Commissioner Quinlan to adjourn 
the meeting at 6:35 p.m. All in favor, motion carried.  
 
Respectfully Submitted, 
 
 
 
Courtney L. Metcalf 
Administrative Assistant 
 
 


